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India’'s Neighbourhood: The Arc of Instability
by
Lt. Gen. Deependra Singh Hooda (Retd.)

AFGHANISTAN
A Continuing Humanitarian Crisis

An unprecedented humanitarian crisis continues to grip Afghanistan as it
enters 2022. According to the United Nations, Afghanistan could see near-
universal poverty by mid-2022, with 97% of Afghans impoverished.! Other grim
milestones for 2022 are the likelihood of 55% of the population facing acute
food insecurity, including nearly 9 million people at emergency levels—one
step before famine conditions, and the shutting down of 90% of the country's
health clinics due to lack of funding.?

In a report released on January 19, the U.N. International Labour Organisation
warned that by the mid-2022, job losses are expected to increase to nearly
700,000 - with direst predictions topping 900,000 - as a result of the crisis in
Afghanistan and “restrictions on women's participation in the workplace”.’
Women's employment levels are already extremely low by global standards, are
estimated to have decreased by 16 per cent in the third quarter of 2021, and
could further fall by between 21 per cent and 28 per cent by mid-2022.4

The only silver lining in this impending disaster is that global efforts towards
providing humanitarian aid have been stepped up. In December 2021, the
World Bank had released $280 million from the Afghanistan Reconstruction
Trust Fund to UNICEF and the World Food Programme.®> On January 11, the U.S.
government announced a contribution of $308 million in humanitarian
assistance for the people of Afghanistan. This new funding has brought the
total U.S. humanitarian aid in Afghanistan to nearly $782 million since October
2020.5

In January 2022 the U.N. launched the world's largest humanitarian funding
appeal of more than $ 5 billion for Afghanistan. U.N. officials have warned that
if insufficient action is taken now to support Afghanistan and regional
response plans, "'next year we'll be asking for $10 billion".”

In its budget for 2022-23, India has allocated Rs 200 crore as aid to Afghanistan.
This is in addition to the continuing supply of life-saving medicines and
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COVID-19 vaccines.® India’s offer to supply 50,000 metric tonnes of wheat for
Afghanistan as humanitarian assistance, to be transported overland through
Pakistan, remains held up due to conditions imposed by Pakistan. To overcome
this, in a telephone conversation held on January 8 between the Iranian foreign
minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian and his Indian counterpart Dr. S
Jaishankar, Tehran has offered to help India ship wheat and medicines to
Afghanistan via Iran.’
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India sends medicines to Afghanistan including Covid-19 vaccines.
Source: Independent

The suffering of the Afghan people certainly needs to be alleviated. However, it
is also apparent that the Taliban are using this tragedy to gain a degree of
recognition and legitimacy from the international community.

Legitimising the Taliban Government

On January 24, a Taliban delegation led by the acting Foreign Minister Amir
Khan Muttaqi held talks with Western diplomats in Norway. The closed-door
discussion with representatives of the United States, France, Britain, Germany,
Italy, the European Union, and Norway, focused on Afghanistan's
humanitarian situation and human rights.1¢
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Amidst criticism that the talks would provide a degree of legitimacy to the
Taliban, Western officials put forth their viewpoint. Thomas West, the U.S.
special representative for Afghanistan, tweeted, "As we seek to address
humanitarian crisis together with allies, partners, and relief orgs, we will
continue clear-eyed diplomacy with the Taliban regarding our concerns and
our abiding interest in a stable, rights-respecting and inclusive Afghanistan.""
Norwegian Foreign Minister Anniken Huitfeldt stressed the talks would "not
represent a legitimisation or recognition of the Taliban...but we must talk to the
de facto authorities in the country. We cannot allow the political situation to
lead to an even worse humanitarian disaster."?
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Taliban delegation on a plane while departing for talks in Oslo, Norway, January 23, 2022.
Source: Aljazeera

The Taliban's view of the meeting was expressed by delegate Shafiullah Azam
who told The Associated Press news agency that the meetings with Western
officials were “a step to legitimise (the) Afghan government." He added that "this
type of invitation and communication will help (the) European community,
(the) U.S. or many other countries to erase the wrong picture of the Afghan
government."t

On January 21, European Commission foreign affairs spokesman Peter Stano
announced that the "EU has started to re-establish a minimal presence of
international EU Delegation staff to facilitate the delivery of humanitarian aid
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and monitor the humanitarian situation.” He added, "Our minimal presence in
Kabul must not in any way be seen as recognition. This has also been clearly
communicated to the de facto authorities."* This statement followed a Tweet
by a Taliban spokesman that its officials had reached an understanding with
the EU, which had "officially opened its embassy with a permanent presence in
Kabul & practically commenced operations."?

Increasingly, countries around the world are struggling to find a way to deal
with the humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan without providing a degree of
legitimacy to the government and maintaining pressure on the Taliban on
human rights issues. Unfortunately, the Taliban appear to be winning the game
of attrition.

In January, the Ministry for the Promotion of Virtue and Prevention of Vice put
up posters around Kabul asking women to cover up. The poster, which includes
an image of the face-covering burqa, reads, “According to Sharia law, Muslim
women must wear the hijab.”® Although the Taliban spokesman stated that this
is not a compulsory directive, it is part of a string of restrictions being
increasingly imposed on women.

On January 19, Tamana Zaryabi Paryani and Parwana Ibrahimkhel were
reportedly taken from their homes as part of a roundup of participants in recent
demonstrations for women's rights. Moments before her arrest, Tamana
Paryani posted a video identifying the men as Taliban and pleading for help.
While the Taliban have denied any knowledge of the arrest, they have stated
their right "to arrest and detain dissidents or those who break the law.""”

In a recent U.N. report, Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said that there are
"credible allegations" that more than 100 former members of the Afghan
government, its security forces, and those who worked with international
troops have been Kkilled since the Taliban took over the country. Guterres noted
that human rights defenders and media workers also continue “to come under
attack, intimidation, harassment, arbitrary arrest, ill-treatment and killings."*®

Unless the right balance is struck between humanitarian assistance and human
rights in Afghanistan, the Taliban will continue imposing their brand of
extremist ideology on the population and will perceive no pressure to change.

Afghanistan-Pakistan Ties

On January 29, Pakistan National Security Adviser (NSA), Moeed Yusuf, led a
high-level delegation to Afghanistan. Yusuf called on the Acting Deputy Prime
Minister Mullah Abdus Salam Hanafi and discussed the strengthening of
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relations between Pakistan and Afghanistan to promote trade, transit and
connectivity. Hanafi assured the Pakistan delegation that nobody would be
allowed to use Afghan soil against its neighbours and other countries.’®

Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan acting Deputy Prime Minister Abdul Salam Hanafi hosts a
lunch for the Pakistani delegation led by National Security Adviser (NSA) Moeed Yusuf.
Source: Dawn

Pakistan has been the staunchest supporter of the Taliban government, but the
ties are not without strains. Two issues merit attention. The first is the non-
recognition of the Durand Line as the international border between the two
countries. Pakistan Army and Taliban forces had clashed on December 23
when the latter stopped the Pakistani military from erecting an "illegal” border
fence along the eastern province of Nangarhar.?°

Mawllawi Sanaullah Sangin, Commander of the Taliban, told Afghanistan's
Tolo News, “We (Taliban) will not allow the fencing anytime, in any form.
Whatever they (Pakistan) did before, they did, but we will not allow it anymore.
There will be no fencing anymore.”?! Pakistan has already carried out more
than 90 per cent of fencing work along the 2,670-km border and is determined
to go ahead with the completion of this work.

The Taliban has now formed a joint ministerial committee “to resolve the
problems along the Durand Line and address the security issues that may
potentially occur in the future or have already happened in the past."??
Statements from Pakistani political leaders are also calling for the issue to be
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resolved peacefully. Addressing a press conference in Islamabad on January
14, Interior Minister Sheikh Rashid expressed the hope that the remaining
fencing would be completed "with the consent of our brothers".?®> While the
problem appears temporarily settled, it has the potential to flare up in the future.

The second issue, which is the Taliban's support for the banned Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP), is of more serious concern. The month-long ceasefire
between the TTP and the government came to an end on December 9, 2021.
According to the agreement, both sides had accepted that the Islamic Emirate
of Afghanistan would play the role of a mediator.?* Now that the agreement has
collapsed, Pakistan wants the Taliban government to take a more active role in
putting a check on the TTP.

Briefing the National Assembly Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs on
January 27, NSA Moeed Yusuf stated that organised terrorist networks were still
operating on Afghan soil, which was being used against Pakistan. Yusuf was
not “completely optimistic” about the Taliban government and that their
coming to power “did not mean an end to all the problems in the region."?>

Earlier in the month, on January 9, The Express Tribune had carried a story
where unnamed senior Pakistani officials had stated that tackling the TTP was
a "test case” for the Taliban. One official explained that "It will be damaging for
the Afghan Taliban if they fail to take into account Pakistan's concerns."?®
However, with the Taliban focused on fighting the Islamic State, it is unlikely
that any substantial pressure would be applied on the TTP cadre that could
result in their switching alliance to the Islamic State.

2021 has seen a 56 per cent increase in terror attacks in Pakistan as compared
to 2020.%7 This trend is unlikely to change, and with the Taliban unwilling to
crack down on the TTP, frictions could develop along Pakistan's western
frontier.

PAKISTAN
Pakistan's National Security Policy

On January 14, 2022, Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan unveiled the public
version of the country’s first-ever National Security Policy (NSP).28 A detailed
assessment of the NSP has been carried out in a Policy Brief published by the
Delhi Policy Group.?® This review will highlight some of the key aspects of the
NSP to understand Pakistan's national security focus, particularly related to
India.

DPG India Strategic Review | Vol. III, Issuel | 6



A
India Strategic Review | January 2022 } MDelhi Policy Group
\.

Advancing India's Rise as a Leading Power

The NSP states, “Rather than being set in an archaic guns versus butter debate,
our national security thinking seeks to identify means of expanding economic
resources such that Pakistan can simultaneously strengthen its traditional and
non-traditional security.” The focus on economics is reinforced in the section
titled 'Securing Our Economic Future'. There is a realistic identification of the
problems caused by the current account deficit and the social unrest and
political instability that could be caused by the socio-economic inequality
between the rich and the poor.

However, instead of credibly addressing these challenges, the NSP
unrealistically praises "Pakistan’'s economic resilience” and “vibrant economy”.
It also makes much of "Pakistan’s prized geo-economic location’, which
“provides a unique opportunity through north-south and east-west
connectivity for South and Central Asia, the Middle East, and Africa.” It is
assertions like these that make the NSP sound more aspirational than practical.

In reference to India, the NSP states that with a “regressive and dangerous
ideology gripping the collective conscience in our immediate neighbourhood,
the prospects of violent conflict have grown immensely.” To counter India’s
conventional military superiority, the NSP states that “Nuclear deterrence
occupies a critical role in the security calculus of South Asia..Pakistan's
deterrence regime is vital for and aimed at regional peace." The destabilising
and escalatory impact of Pakistan's nuclear weapons posture is completely
ignored.

The NSP pronounces that it wishes to improve relations with India, but then
launches into a bitter tirade about India's “rise of Hindutva-driven politics”, “the
political exploitation of a policy of belligerence towards Pakistan”, and India’s
“attempts to impose one-sided solutions that can have far reaching negative
consequences for regional stability." Jammu and Kashmir, where “Indian
occupation forces continue to undertake human rights abuses and

oppression’, remains a “vital national security interest for Pakistan.”

Pakistan's traditional security thinking has kept Jammu and Kashmir as the
‘core’ issue between the two countries, framed India as an existential threat,
and seen itself as a bulwark against India’s regional dominance. There is
nothing in the NSP to suggest that this thinking among Pakistan's security
establishment has changed. In a recent interview, Pakistan NSA Yusuf talked
about India remaining “the real threat to Pakistan.” He added that India has
“blocked all avenues, because the conversation with us is not rational. It is about
whether Pakistan deserves to or should be existing."*°
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Pakistan's NSP was an opportunity to review some of its strategic policies and
choices that have damaged Pakistan's standing as a responsible member of the
international community and increased extremism in its society. But,
unfortunately, the document reads more like a wish list than an implementable
or forward looking policy to change Islamabad's preferences as a rentier
security state with a collapsing economy and radicalising society.

A Surge in Baloch Insurgency

2022 has seen a surge in the insurgency in Balochistan. On January 20, a
powerful bomb exploded in Lahore's famous Anarkali market, killing three
people and injuring 33 others. A new insurgent group, Baloch Nationalist Army,
claimed responsibility for the blast. The group was formed earlier in January
when two minor groups — Balochistan Republican Army and United Baloch
Army — merged and appointed Mureed Baloch as their spokesman.>!

On the night of 25-26 January, ten Pakistani soldiers were killed after
insurgents attacked a security forces post in Balochistan's Kech district. This
was one of the deadliest attacks in recent times and was claimed by the Baloch
Liberation Front (BLF).>> Two days after the Kech attack, three Levies Force
personnel and a Bugti clan elder were killed and eight others injured in twin
bomb blasts in the Sui area of Dera Bugti.*?

ST - = B TIPS e
Destroyed security post following the attacks by insurgents in Nushki district of Balochistan.
Source: Arab News
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On January 29, at least 17 people, including two policemen, were injured in a
grenade attack in Dera Allahyar town of Balochistan's Jaffarabad district.3* In a
continuation of the violence, on February 2, Baloch insurgents simultaneously
attacked two security forces' camps in Panjgur and Nushki districts, in which
seven soldiers and 13 insurgents were killed. The military's media wing, Inter-
Services Public Relations (ISPR), claimed that "both attacks were successfully
repulsed, inflicting heavy casualties on terrorists.”33

The BLF claimed responsibility for the attack, but the ISPR blamed India and
Afghanistan, stating that ‘intelligence agencies have intercepted
communications between terrorists and their handlers in Afghanistan and
India.” Interior Minister Sheikh Rasheed Ahmad also said that the TTP is in
contact with its handlers in Afghanistan and India and had intensified attacks
in Pakistan with the help of New Delhi.>®

Blaming India and Afghanistan is not going to resolve the Baloch insurgency.
As an editorial in The Dawn points out, “to deal with Balochistan's insurgency
as a law and order problem to be beaten down with lethal force is a myopic and
self-defeating approach...it is no secret the resource-rich province has been
ruthlessly exploited and its people deprived of their fundamental rights to
protection of life and liberty, to freedom of speech and due process.”?”

The problem in Balochistan not only has a security dimension but also impacts
the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor and the development of Gwadar Port.
With the TTP and Baloch insurgents intensifying their attacks, there could be
an impact on internal security as well as economic costs.

STANDOFF AT THE INDIA-CHINA LINE OF ACTUAL CONTROL (LAC)
Military and Diplomatic Impasse

The 14th round of the India-China Corps Commander Level Meeting was held
at Eastern Ladakh on January 12, 2022. The talks were focused on the
disengagement in the Hot Springs area but failed to come to an agreement. The
only positive outcome of the meeting, if it could be so stated, was that both
sides issued a joint statement agreeing to “follow the guidance provided by the
State Leaders and work for the resolution of the remaining issues at the
earliest.”*®

This was in contrast to the blame game that had followed the 13™ round of the
meeting, with both sides putting out separate statements. New Delhi had
blamed Beijing for not being “agreeable to its constructive suggestions” as well
as failing to provide any “forward-looking proposals”. China's Western Theatre
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Command spokesperson had responded, “instead of misjudging the situation,
the Indian side should cherish the hard-won situation in China-India border
areas"?®

Although the rhetoric has softened, there are few signs of an early resolution to
the border standoff. Both sides continue to build infrastructure to strengthen
their military capability along the Line of Actual Control (LAC). New satellite
images have emerged of the construction of a bridge by the People's Liberation
Army (PLA) connecting the north and south banks of the Pangong Tso.4° The
bridge is approximately 25 kilometres from the site of the 2020 standoff at
Finger 4 and will provide access for the swift move of PLA soldiers across the
Pangong Tso to react to contingencies on either bank.

Pangong Tso - Chinese Bridge Infrastructure

December 2021 - 33.74970° N, 79.02411° €

Finger 4
Clash Point

China PLA Positions

Rezang La
/ Clash Point

b0 PLA Strongpoint &
e e sy Nol To Scae, Bounsdory Reresenierion Is Nol Necassarty AulborTalives Staging Area - Rutog

A new bridge is under construction connecting the north & south bank of the lake, in turn
enhancing road connectivity for China's troops in the area. Source: Twitter/detresfa_

Indian Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) spokesperson Arindam Bagchi
clarified, “This bridge is being constructed in areas that have been under illegal
occupation by China for around 60 years now...India has never accepted such
illegal occupation." In an editorial, Global Times sought to pass off the
construction of the bridge as part of the civilian infrastructure development. It
stated that this misinterpretation of infrastructure buildup has “contributed to
the continuing tensions between the two countries, undermining efforts to

ease the tensions."*

China continually attempts to delink the situation at the LAC from the overall
nature and quality of bilateral relations. India is firm in stating that relations
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cannot be normalised unless the Chinese military actions of 2020 at the LAC
are rolled back. A clear example of the link between the conflict at the LAC and
its diplomatic fallout came in the Beijing Winter Olympics.

In November 2021, External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar had hosted a
virtual Russia-India-China (RIC) trilateral meeting that issued a joint statement
in which “The Ministers expressed their support to China to host Beijing 2022
Winter Olympic and Paralympic Games."#? Global Times was quick to proclaim,
“Despite its close ties with the US, India does not mean that it inclines to the US
over all regional and international affairs. New Delhi is simply not a "natural
ally" of Washington."#3

One day before the Winter Olympics opening ceremony, India announced a
diplomatic boycott of the games, joining countries like the U.S., U.K.,, Canada,
and Australia. The provocation came as PLA commander Qi Fabao was
honored as one of the torchbearers for the Winter Olympics. Qi has been hailed
a hero in China for his role in the deadly 2020 India-China clash at the Galwan
valley.** MEA spokesperson Bagchi explained the Indian position, "It is indeed
regrettable that the Chinese side has chosen to politicise an event like the
Olympics... the Charge d'Affaires of the Embassy of India in Beijing will not be
attending the opening or the closing ceremony of the Beijing 2022 Winter
Olympics."®

U.S. lawmakers applauded the Indian decision to boycott the games. Jim Risch,
a member of the Senator Foreign Relations Committee, tweeted, “It's shameful
that Beijing chose a torchbearer for the #Olympics2022 who's part of the
military command that attacked India in 2020 and is implementing #genocide
against Uyghurs."4®

The Winter games had already turned into a broader geopolitical contest
between the U.S. and China. With India joining the western boycott, the
diplomatic chill between New Delhi and Beijing will only intensify. Much as
China would like to avoid, the ongoing tensions at the LAC will have
reverberations beyond the border.

Siachen and Eastern Ladakh

In his annual press conference on the eve of Army Day 2022, the Chief of Army
Staff General M.M. Narvane stated that India was not averse to the
demilitarisation of the [Siachen] glacier, but the pre-condition for that is to
accept AGPL [Actual Ground Position Line]. Pakistan has to accept what are
their positions and what are ours, and both of us have to sign on the dotted line
before any kind of disengagement takes place."” It was not clear if Narvane's
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remarks, which surprised observers, were intended to signal a softening of
India's stance.

The statement was immediately picked up in India and Pakistan with some
speculation on whether discussions on Siachen demilitarisation, frozen since
June 2012, could be revived. 13 rounds of talks have already taken place in the
past, but the positions of the two sides on the contours of the agreement are
widely divergent. India insists on marking the current positions that the Army
holds on maps that are to be ratified by both sides. On the other hand, Pakistan
feels that authenticating Indian positions will legitimise what it calls India’s
‘illegal act’ of violating the 1972 Simla Agreement.

Today, the Siachen Sector cannot be viewed merely from the prism of an India-
Pakistan bilateral issue. Towards the east, the Karakoram Range separates
Siachen from the Depsang Plains in Eastern Ladakh, where a considerable
strength of PLA forces is arrayed close to the LAC. Therefore, the tactical link
between Siachen and the LAC in Eastern Ladakh cannot be ignored.

In January 2020, prior to the ongoing India-China crisis at the LAC, General
Narvane had stated that Siachen is “one area where a formation is looking at
both the western and the northern fronts. That is what makes it so strategically
important. We must not lose sight that this is where collusivity [between China
and Pakistan] can happen. Therefore, it is important to be on guard and keep
that area in our possession.”*®

In this context, India must keep its military attention on the Depsang Plains,
where the PLA is stopping Indian patrols from accessing its traditional
patrolling points along the LAC.*° There has been some effort among defence
'sources’ to term Depsang as a ‘legacy’ issue dating back to 2013.3° Such
statements must be avoided as any attempt to delink Depsang from the
ongoing standoff could only weaken India's negotiating position on the
disengagement of the PLA from this tactically important sector.

Indian Army’'s Vice Chief Lieutenant General Manoj Pande recently spoke
about the need to be proactive in building a “credible deterrence”.?! An essential
element of this deterrence lies in our continuing to clearly communicate our
resolve and intent, and standing firm on the demand for restoration of the
status quo ante.
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Economic Engagement, Connectivity and Non-Traditional
Security Issues

by
Sanjay Pulipaka

Abstract

Three trends marked India's economic engagement with the immediate
neighbourhood during the month. First, West Asia has been a bright spot,
where business-to-business relations are growing. Second, the importance of
robust border management processes in maintaining strong India-Bangladesh
trade relations is becoming increasingly evident. Third, the Sri Lankan
experience demonstrates that India is a first responder not only in the domain
of HADR but also in responding to a financial crisis in the immediate
neighbourhood.

In the geopolitical realm, an 'India Out’ campaign mounted by the political
opposition is attempting to push back the recent gains made by India in the
Maldives. Further, Myanmar's prolonged political crisis has undermined India'’s
connectivity initiatives in the region and has serious security implications for
India’s Northeast, necessitating closer attention to our borders with Myanmar
to prevent a spillover of security threats, traditional and non-traditional.

Myanmar: A Prolonged Crisis

The prospect of a negotiated settlement to Myanmar's political crisis is
increasingly looking bleak. Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, former State Counsellor,
was sentenced to four more years of imprisonment. She has already been
sentenced in various cases, including breaching coronavirus regulations and
possessing unlicensed walkie-talkies.>> Many other cases remain pending,
such as obtaining/communicating secret information and violating anti-
corruption laws, that will also entail imprisonment for significant periods.>*
This rigorous pursuit of cases suggests that the military does not see Suu Kyi as
an essential stakeholder to be engaged in resolving the political crisis.

Further, there are reports that the Tatmadaw is deploying the air force in
combat operations, even in civilian areas.>* The Myanmar military is reportedly
strengthening cyber security measures by outlawing Virtual Private Networks
(VPNs).>3 Such a measure will constrain communication flows between
Myanmar and the rest of the world. The Myanmar military's increased use of
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heavy weapons in civilian areas and reluctance to engage with principal
opponents point to a prolonged political stalemate.

The growing violence continues to push people into neighbouring countries.
According to news reports, approximately 61 people were Killed in December,
and over 40,000 people were subjected to forced migration due to the ongoing
conflict.® It is estimated that between January 5-20, approximately 2,000
people came over from the Chin state in Myanmar to Mizoram, India. Mizoram
already hosts about 15,000 refugees from Myanmar.>”

Reports suggested that the military regime may also be working with some
Indian insurgent groups,*® who are said to be regrouping on the Myanmar-
China border.?® Assam Rifles have seized a massive consignment of explosives
in Mizoram, near the Myanmar border.®° The proliferation of small arms and
insurgent groups have thus complicated the security dynamic in Northeast
India. Early in the month, India's EAM Dr. S. Jaishankar, in a call with his
Indonesian counterpart Retno Marsudi, exchanged views on Myanmar.5!
Indonesia has been an important player in pushing ASEAN to take a proactive
role in resolving the Myanmar crisis.
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“Cambodian prime minister Hun Sen greets Myanmar's military ruler Min Aung Hlaing, left,
in the first visit by a head of government since the army seized power.” Source: The Guardian

ASEAN has refrained from inviting the Myanmar military leadership to its
meetings in the recent past as they have failed to demonstrate significant
progress on the political reconciliation process. Meanwhile, much to the
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discomfiture of some of ASEAN members, Cambodian Prime Minister Hun
Sen, who is the current chair of ASEAN, became the first head of the
government to visit Myanmar since the military take-over.®? Through the visit,
he hinted that it is essential to keep open the lines of communication between
the military and other regional players.® This gave rise to concerns that the visit
would legitimise the rule of the Myanmar military leadership. Malaysia's
foreign minister openly stated that the Cambodian PM should have consulted
the other ASEAN leaders before taking the Myanmar trip.6* On January 14, in a
video conference with his Cambodian counterpart, Singapore's Prime Minister
noted that Myanmar has made no significant progress in implementing the
ASEAN's Five-Point Consensus.®® Implicit in the statement is the view that the
Myanmar military leadership should not be invited to ASEAN summit meetings
until it makes genuine progress on the political reconciliation process.

Emphasising support for the ASEAN Five-Point Consensus, a Joint Statement
issued by the European Union, and the Foreign Ministers of Australia, Canada,
the United Kingdom, and the United States, called for “immediate cessation of
violence and for constructive dialogue.”®® The Joint Statement also noted that
the "military regime bears responsibility for this crisis” and called for the ASEAN
Special Envoy to be given “access to all parties in Myanmar, including pro-
democracy groups.”®” Growing political instability, violence, international
sanctions, and pressure from shareholders regarding the human rights
situation have prompted multinational corporations such as Total Energies and
Chevron to suspend their operations in Myanmar.®

The flight of western companies may open up greater space for Chinese
economic engagement in Myanmar. These developments indicate that the
security and economic environment in India's eastern neighbourhood has
deteriorated significantly.

Bangladesh — Managing the Border

India-Bangladesh trade relations continued their upward momentum during
the month. Bangladesh exports to India are also increasing, and they “are
expected to reach S$2 billion for the first time at the end of the current financial
year."®® Creation of new trade routes between the two countries will further
improve these trade relations. India has reportedly offered to Bangladesh “the
use of its inland waterways system up to Varanasi”, which would help Dhaka to
improve trade relations with Nepal as well.”0

While total trade between the two countries is around $10 billion, Northeast
India reportedly accounts for just one per cent of this total.”* During the month,
there were reports that India is keen on connecting Tripura and Bangladesh
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through a new trade route.”? To enhance trade between Northeast India and
Bangladesh, a dedicated portal was launched in the second week of January.”?

[llegal cross border movement of people and goods has been a source of
concern along the India Bangladesh border. According to reports, in 2021
India’s Border Security Force (BSF) nabbed “141 Indian and 117 Bangladeshi
smugglers and also rescued 8,125 cattle."”* More recently, a BSF constable was
reportedly killed by smugglers at Malda on the India-Bangladesh border.”
During the month, in clashes between smugglers and Indian security
personnel, 17 police personnel were injured.”®

To address these challenges, the Indian authorities have started to fill the gaps
in India-Bangladesh border fencing. Anti-cut, anti-climb technologies and
smart vigilance systems, including cameras along some vulnerable border
sections, have been installed.”” However, challenges such as riverine terrain,
high-density population and lack of adjoining land on both sides of the border
make it difficult to fence the border completely.”® Further, there have been
protests in the East Khasi Hills district (Meghalaya) over concerns that a village
will be “cut off from the rest of the country, as... [the] border fence is being built
150 yards inside the Indian border."”?

There have been minor hiccups in the cross-border movement of goods. The
BSF identified 82 truckers who had fake driving licenses at the Petrapole
Integrated Check Post (ICP) on India-Bangladesh border.?° Subsequently, the
truckers went on strike for a few days, which impacted the movement of goods
between the two countries through this ICP.8!

China continued to expand its economic and trade activities in Bangladesh
during the month. On January 9, Bangladesh signed a contract with a Chinese
consortium to build a four-lane Expressway in Eastern Dhaka.8 Further, during
the month, the Chinese-constructed Bangabandhu Bangladesh-China
Friendship Exhibition Center (BBCFEC) hosted the Dhaka International Trade
Fair (DITF). Bangladesh also seems to be moving towards energy dependence
on China. Given the limited capacities of its domestic refineries, Dhaka has
decided to source approximately 40 per cent of petroleum imports from China
for the next six months.83

Turkey has been scaling up its presence in South Asia in the recent past. On
January 09, during Turkish Interior Minister Suleyman Soylu's visit to
Bangladesh, both countries signed “a memorandum of understanding (MoU)
on security cooperation, counterterrorism and tackling drug trafficking."®
Turkey is also an important supplier of weapon systems to Bangladesh.83 The
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possible impact of increased interactions with Turkey on domestic politics, and
more specifically on identity politics in Bangladesh, merits close attention.

GRADUATION CEREMONY
DSCSC COURSE 2021-2022
Defence Services Command and Staff College

CHIEF GUEST : SHEIKH HASINA
Honourable Prime Minister
Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

19 January 2022

"Prime Minister Sheikh Hasma addressmg the graduatlon ceremony of the "DSCSC 2021-2022
Course” of Defence Services Command and Staff College (DSCSC) in Dhaka."
Source: RisingBD

Speaking at the Defence Services Command and Staff College (DSCSC), PM
Sheik Hasina noted that “the image of the nation has brightened by its success
in curbing terrorism and militancy”.8® However, concerns regarding the rise of
religious fundamentalism in the country continue to persist. On January 12, a
musical event in Dhaka was vandalised by religious zealots, which prompted
sharp condemnation from the intellectual community.8”

The Maldives - Shrill Rhetoric in the Archipelago

Early in the month, India’s External Affairs Minister (EAM) Dr. S. Jaishankar had
a telephonic conversation with his Maldivian counterpart Abdulla Shahid to
take stock of the bilateral relationship.88 Subsequently, Foreign Minister (FM)
Shahid ‘reaffirmed Maldives' commitment to upholding its ‘India First'
policy.”®® FM Shahid went on to add that “India is a country that had lent
assistance during major crises faced.”°

However, opposition parties have continued with their 'India Out’ protests.
Former President Abdulla Yameen whipped up the anti-India sentiment by
pointing out there will be “no Maldivian hospitality for Indian military forces in
the Maldives.”? The opposition parties successfully spread erroneous
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information regarding the presence of a large number of military personnel on
the islands, which is false. There were reports that some Indian teachers in the
Maldives were subjected to harassment.’? The Maldives' tourism economy and
other sectors employ migrant labour from India, and there are concerns
regarding their safety. %3

In response to these moves by the opposition, the Speaker of the Parliament,
Mohamed Nasheed, urged the Parliament's National Security Committee to
investigate the 'India Out' campaign, as it constituted a national security
threat.?* Specifically, he noted that “thousands of Maldivians reside in India...
[and] the 'India Out' movement is causing a lot of difficulties for them."3

“China Foreign Minister Wang Yi and Maldives Foreign Minister Shahid witnessing the
signing of key agreements.” Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs, The Republic of Maldives

Reportedly, some members of the ruling Maldives Democratic Party (MDP) are
planning to pass legislation that criminalises “protests that affect the country’s
relations with other nations.”?® Such legislation will undermine India's
interests, as it will serve as a propaganda point for opposition parties, who may
claim that it will undermine the right to protest and is in response to pressure
from India. Further, the legislation may also be used to suppress genuine
protests against coercive economic practices by other countries, such as China.
If the ruling party is indeed keen on such legislation, then it indicates that
politics in the Maldives is deeply fractured, with very little space for rational
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dialogue. There is also speculation that the ‘India Out’ campaign has received
support from China.?’

On January 08, Chinese FM Wang Yi visited the Maldives and the two countries
“signed cooperative agreements on mutual visa exemption, economic
technology, infrastructure, seawater desalination, medicine and public health,
among others.”?® In late January, Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu
also visited the Maldives, and it was announced that the two countries would
strive to improve bilateral trade to $100 million over the next two years.®”
Reportedly, Turkish firms are keen on making investments in the Maldives'
tourism sector.100

India’s outreach to Sri Lanka

In the past few months, Sri Lanka has been experiencing a severe economic
crisis, and India has stepped in with financial assistance. With the intent to help
Sri Lanka tide over this crisis, on January 13, India “confirmed a $400 million
currency swap with Sri Lanka while deferring another $500 million due for
settlement to the Asian Clearing Union (ACU)."°1 On January 15, India's EAM
Dr. S. Jaishankar, in his interactions with Sri Lanka's Finance Minister Basil
Rajapaksa, promised that India would continue to provide assistance to
Colombo to overcome its financial difficulties.’®® Subsequently, India has
offered a "new Line of Credit (LOC) of USD 500 million to Sri Lanka for purchase
of petroleum products."03

The Indian High Commissioner to Sri Lanka pointed out that despite the
pandemic, the movement of flights and visits of Indian business leaders to Sri
Lanka indicate robust bilateral economic relations between the two
countries.% In fact, the tourist arrivals from India accounted for 26.3 per cent
of total tourist inflows into the country.!> Toward the end of January, Sri
Lanka's envoy to India stated that Colombo had identified eight sectors, namely
communications, electricity grids, energy, information technology, ports, real
estate, refineries, and tourism, to attract investments from India.'% Specifically,
he stressed the need to operationalise the cross-border electricity grid between
the two countries. 1%’

In addition to financial assistance, the Indian government has continued its
development assistance to the country. Sri Lanka launched an inter-city train
service in early January with “AC Diesel Multiple Unit (DMU) supplied under an
Indian credit line."1%8 As part of the ongoing India Housing Project, on January
15, India also handed over 1,000 houses to locals in Kotagala.'%®
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The issue of fishermen transgressing into each other's territorial waters
continues to cause problems in India-Sri Lanka relations. The decision of Sri
Lankan authorities to auction boats of detained Indian fishermen have
prompted protests in Tamil Nadu in India.'® However, on January 25, a Sri
Lankan court ordered the release of 56 Indian fishermen under detention since
December, 2021.111

As part of a five-nation tour, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi visited Sri Lanka
on January 09. FM Wang Yi reportedly told Sri Lankan leaders “that no third
party should interfere in relations between the two countries.”™? Interestingly,
Wang Yi “proposed a forum on the development of Indian Ocean Island
countries” and suggested the utilisation of the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP) agreement to restart FTA talks to scale up
economic engagement between the two countries.!® During the visit, the Sri
Lankan President reportedly requested that Chinese debt should be
restructured and broached the possibility of a new loan.* The experience of Sri
Lanka demonstrates that reckless resort to Chinese financing has come at the
cost of its domestic economic health.

Nepal

During the month, India continued with its focus on connectivity and
infrastructure projects in Nepal. In the first week of January, India’'s union
cabinet approved a MoU to construct a new road bridge over the Mahakali river
to connect with Nepal.!®®> On January 06, EAM Dr Jaishankar held a telephonic
conversation with his Nepali counterpart Narayan Khadka to discuss “the
progress made in the implementation of development projects and post-
earthquake reconstruction projects."116

During the month, India also continued with its outreach activities by
conducting health camps and providing material assistance to disabled
people.’r” The Indian Embassy in Kathmandu announced that 75 development
projects would be implemented during the year to coincide with 75 years of
India’'s independence celebrations.™®

The preliminary report of the national census was released during the month.
Nepal's population was pegged at 29,192,480, and the annual growth of
population was reportedly around 0.93 per cent, making it the lowest in the
previous 80 years, which could be due to out-migration in search of
employment.’® Nepal's Central Bureau of Statistics reportedly conducted an
“informal survey” of the population in Kalapani, Limpiyadhura and Lipulekh
based on estimates provided by the local security personnel. It is well known
that Kathmandu claims these Indian territories as part of Nepal.
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The territorial issue between the two countries flared up once again during the
month. During an election rally in Uttarakhand, Indian Prime Minister (PM)
Narendra Modi announced that his government had extended a road to
Lipulekh.’?® This elicited a sharp reaction in Nepal, with leaders of various
political parties calling on PM Sher Bahadur Deuba “to speak up on the
boundary issue and clear its position on Lipulekh”!?! The Nepal government
reportedly reminded India to refrain from road construction activity around
Lipulekh.??? Calling for dialogue, the India Embassy in Kathmandu stated that
“the established inter-governmental mechanisms and channels are most
appropriate for communication and dialogue."'?3

During the month, there were protests against Chinese territorial
encroachment and also against undue interference of Beijing in the domestic
affairs of Nepal.’?** On January 13, the Chinese Embassy in Kathmandu
responded to the protests by stating that China "unswervingly adheres to
the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, respects Nepal's
sovereignty and territorial integrity."1%s

Interestingly, while China's alleged territorial encroachments are met with a
subdued reaction from Kathmandu's political elite, the relationship with the US
prompts animated discussions in Nepal. Getting parliamentary approval for the
US Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC) grant is proving to be a difficult
and politically divisive exercise.*®6 Some news reports have even suggested that
the issue has contributed to fissures in the ruling coalition, threatening the
stability of PM Deuba's government.*?”

West Asia

India and Israel celebrated 30 years of the establishment of diplomatic relations
during the month. While Israeli PM Naftali Bennet noted the deep friendship
between the two countries,’?® PM Modi pointed out that India-Israel relations
are more important in a fast-changing world.’° In a joint article, the foreign
ministers of India and Israel defined the partnership as “an ideal duo” in the
realm of economic and trade cooperation.’®® During the month, the India-
Israel Industrial R&D and Technological Innovation Fund (I4F) approved three
joint R&D projects worth $5.5 million.!3! The I4F has identified agriculture and
security, among others, as priority areas for collaborative projects.’®> There is
also a multilateral dimension to India's relationship with Israel in the Middle
East. Israel's Foreign Minister, Yair Lapid, stated that the West Asia Quad,
comprising India, Israel, the UAE and the US, would “work together on
infrastructure, transport, ports, trains, maritime security, digital infrastructure,
and clean energy” in the near future.3
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The recent uptick in India's economic relations with West Asia maintained its
momentum during the month. Interacting with the media in Riyadh on
January 01, the Indian ambassador to Saudi Arabia stressed the importance of
scaling up cooperation in defence, energy, trade and pharmaceuticals
sectors.’®* India’s Tata Communications and Zain KSA have agreed to facilitate
the digital transformation of various governmental organisations and firms in
Saudi Arabia.l%s

Similarly, UAE-India economic relations are becoming increasingly
diversified. On January 06, the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir
government signed six agreements “with Al Maya Group, MATU Investments
LLC, GL Employment Brokerage LLC, Century Financial and Noon E-
commerce, Emaar Group and Lulu International.”’*® There were reports last
month that sovereign wealth funds from UAE such as Abu Dhabi Investment
Authority (ADIA) and UAE's Mubadala Investment Co. are exploring
possibilities of investments in energy units of Reliance Industries.'®” Further, to
facilitate increased collaboration between India and UAE start-ups, a $150-
million India-UAE venture capital fund was launched at the EXPO2020 Dubai.

\[/
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During Lieutenant Governor of Jammu and Kashmir Manoj Sinha's visit to Dubai on January
06, numerous agreements were signed with major UAE based firms. Source: ANI

At the same time, the security dynamic is negatively impacting Indian workers
in the region. A drone attack by Yemen's Houthi rebels on three petroleum
transport tankers in Abu Dhabi resulted in the death of two Indian workers. The
Indian government is working for the release of seven Indian sailors who were
taken hostage when the Houthi rebels seized their UAE flagged ship.*®
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China has scaled up its strategic engagement with the Gulf countries. In a video
conference with his Saudi counterpart, the Chinese defence minister called for
increased coordination to “jointly oppose hegemonic and bullying practices...
[and] to safeguard the interests of developing countries together.”*® Saudi
Arabia’s Foreign Minister Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud visited Beijing, and both
sides agreed to deepen their comprehensive strategic partnership.!#° It is also
being anticipated that in February, Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman will visit China to participate in the opening ceremony of the Winter
Olympics.!*t There has been an increase in oil supplies from Saudi Arabia to
China, “with supplies up 3.1% over 2020."142

China has also scaled up oil imports from Iran. According to reports, China has
“offloaded nearly four million barrels of Iranian crude oil into state reserve
tanks in the southern port city of Zhanjiang."'** From January 18-20, Russia,
Iran and China conducted joint naval exercises in the Gulf of Oman, which
reportedly saw participation of two Chinese vessels, 11 [ranian vessels and three
Russian ships.'** For the moment, China has maintained a delicate balance in
its relations with both Iran and Saudi Arabia.

West Asia is witnessing many changes. The Gulf regimes are attempting to
modernise and diversify their economic partnerships. China is deploying its
economic prowess to build economic partnerships with various countries in
the region. India is also scaling up its bilateral and multilateral engagement of
the region.

Multilateralism

Reforming multilateral institutions and a more robust international action
against terrorism have long been the dominant themes in India's multilateral
engagement. Speaking at the World Economic Forum (WEF) Davos Summit,
PM Modi called on the international community, particularly democratic
countries, to ensure that the "“multilateral organisations [are] ready to deal with
the new world order and new challenges."4>

At the United Nations Security Council, India navigated the complex power-
politics on the Ukrainian crisis by abstaining on a resolution brought forward
by the US and its allies, while calling “for immediate de-escalation of tensions
taking into account the legitimate security interests of all countries... [and
urging] all parties to continue to engage through all diplomatic channels and
to keep working towards the full implementation of the Minsk Package”.1#®

At UNSC meetings on the Middle East and Syria, India urged the international
community not to neglect the “collective fight against terrorism."*#’ Further,
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speaking at the open debate on “Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict,” the
Indian representative urged the international community to “stand firm on its
opposition to terrorism in all its forms and manifestations and reject any
attempt to provide any justifications for terrorist acts."48

*k*k

DPG India Strategic Review | Vol. III, Issue 1l | 24



A
India Strategic Review | January 2022 } [ Delhi Policy Group
A

Advancing India's Rise as a Leading Power

ENDNOTES

India's Neighbourhood - The Arc of Instability

! UN News. "Afghanistan Economy in ‘Freefall, Threatening to Take Entire Population with It,” December 19, 2021.
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/12/1108372.

2 International Rescue Committee (IRC). “Crisis in Afghanistan: Unprecedented Hunger after the Conflict,” January 7,
2022. https://www.rescue.org/article/crisis-afghanistan-unprecedented-hunger-after-conflict.

3 UN News. “Afghanistan: 500,000 Jobs Lost since Taliban Takeover,” January 19, 2022.
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/01/1110052.

4 Tbid
5 World Bank. “Statement on the Decision of ARTF Donors to Transfer Out $280 Million for the Humanitarian

Response in Afghanistan.” Text/HTML. Accessed January 1, 2022. https://doi.org/10/-statement-on-the-decision-
of-artf-donors-to-transfer-out-280-million-for-the-humanitarian-response-in-afghanistan.

¢ “USAID Announces More Than $308 Million in Additional Humanitarian Assistance for the People of Afghanistan |
Press Release | U.S. Agency for International Development,” January 11, 2022. https://www.usaid.gov/news-
information/press-releases/jan-11-2022-usaid-announces-308-million-humanitarian-assistance-afghanistan.

7 UN News. "Afghanistan: UN Launches Largest Single Country Aid Appeal Ever,” January 11, 2022.
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/01/1109492.

8 Gul, Ayaz. "Taliban Commend India for Sending Humanitarian Aid to Afghanistan.” VOA. Accessed February 2,
2022. https://www.voanews.com/a/taliban-commend-india-for-sending-humanitarian-aid-to-
afghanistan/6386809.html.

9 Hindustan Times. “Iran to Cooperate with India in Shipping Wheat, Medicines to Afghanistan,” January 9, 2022.
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/iran-to-cooperate-with-india-in-shipping-wheat-medicines-to-
afghanistan-101641738623015.html.

10 France 24. "Taliban Leaders Meet Western Diplomats in Oslo to Discuss Afghan Human Rights,” January 24, 2022.

https://www .france24.com/en/middle-east/20220124-taliban-leaders-meet-western-diplomats-in-oslo-to-
discuss-afghan-human-rights.

% France 24. “Taliban Leaders Meet Western Diplomats in Oslo to Discuss Afghan Human Rights,”
12 Tbid
1% *Taliban, Western Officials Meet in Oslo to Discuss Afghanistan.” Accessed February 3, 2022.
https://www .aljazeera.com/news/2022/1/24/taliban-western-officials-meet-near-oslo-to-discuss-afghanistan.

4 "European Union Re-Establishes Physical Presence in Afghanistan -Spokesman | Reuters.” Accessed February 3,
2022. https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/european-union-re-establishes-physical-presence-afghanistan-
spokesman-2022-01-21/.

5 Tbid

6 AFP. "Taliban Issue Posters Ordering Women to Cover Up.” DAWN.COM, January 8, 2022.
https://www.dawn.com/news/1668249.

7 *Taliban Claims Right To Jail Protesters Following Disappearance Of Afghan Women Activists,” 16:33:47Z, sec.
Afghanistan. https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/afghanistan-taliban-women-disappeared/31666490.html.

18 AP NEWS. "UN: Over 100 Ex-Afghan Forces, Officials Slain since August,” January 30, 2022.
https://apnews.com/article/afghanistan-business-race-and-ethnicity-united-nations-taliban-
c151a0b395380350653517a99f3632c3.

¥ Khan, Tahir. "Afghan Soil Will Not Be Used against Pakistan, NSA Moeed Yusuf Assured during Kabul Visit.”
DAWN.COM, January 29, 2022. https://www.dawn.com/news/1672125.

20 The Express Tribune. “Afghan Taliban Disrupt Fencing of Border with Pakistan,” December 22, 2021.
http://tribune.com.pk/story/2335202/afghan-taliban-disrupt-fencing-of-border-with-pakistan.

2l Press Trust of India Islamabad, “Afghan Taliban to Not Allow Any Fencing along Durand Line by Pakistan.” India
Today. Accessed February 3, 2022. https://www.indiatoday.in/world/story/afghan-taliban-pakistan-fencing-
durand-line-1896741-2022-01-06.

22 ANI. "Taliban Forms Joint Ministerial Committee to Address Durand Line Issues.” Business Standard India, February
1, 2022. https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/taliban-forms-joint-ministerial-committee-to-
address-durand-line-issues-122020100154_1.html.

2 Dawn.com. "Remaining Pak-Afghan Border Fence to Be Completed with Kabul's Consent: Sheikh Rashid.”
DAWN.COM, January 14, 2022. https://www.dawn.com/news/1669407.

24 Khan, Ismail. “TTP Declares End to Ceasefire.” DAWN.COM, December 10, 2021.
https://www.dawn.com/news/1662934.

25 The Express Tribune. "TTP Unilaterally Scrapped Ceasefire Deal: NSA,” January 27, 2022.
http://tribune.com.pk/story/2340703/ttp-unilaterally-scrapped-ceasefire-deal-nsa.

DPG India Strategic Review | Vol. II[, Issue 1l | 25


https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/12/1108372
https://www.rescue.org/article/crisis-afghanistan-unprecedented-hunger-after-conflict
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/01/1110052
https://doi.org/10/-statement-on-the-decision-of-artf-donors-to-transfer-out-280-million-for-the-humanitarian-response-in-afghanistan
https://doi.org/10/-statement-on-the-decision-of-artf-donors-to-transfer-out-280-million-for-the-humanitarian-response-in-afghanistan
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/jan-11-2022-usaid-announces-308-million-humanitarian-assistance-afghanistan
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/jan-11-2022-usaid-announces-308-million-humanitarian-assistance-afghanistan
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/01/1109492
https://www.voanews.com/a/taliban-commend-india-for-sending-humanitarian-aid-to-afghanistan/6386809.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/taliban-commend-india-for-sending-humanitarian-aid-to-afghanistan/6386809.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/iran-to-cooperate-with-india-in-shipping-wheat-medicines-to-afghanistan-101641738623015.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/iran-to-cooperate-with-india-in-shipping-wheat-medicines-to-afghanistan-101641738623015.html
https://www.france24.com/en/middle-east/20220124-taliban-leaders-meet-western-diplomats-in-oslo-to-discuss-afghan-human-rights
https://www.france24.com/en/middle-east/20220124-taliban-leaders-meet-western-diplomats-in-oslo-to-discuss-afghan-human-rights
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/1/24/taliban-western-officials-meet-near-oslo-to-discuss-afghanistan
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/european-union-re-establishes-physical-presence-afghanistan-spokesman-2022-01-21/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/european-union-re-establishes-physical-presence-afghanistan-spokesman-2022-01-21/
https://www.dawn.com/news/1668249
https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/afghanistan-taliban-women-disappeared/31666490.html
https://apnews.com/article/afghanistan-business-race-and-ethnicity-united-nations-taliban-c151a0b395380350653517a99f3632c3
https://apnews.com/article/afghanistan-business-race-and-ethnicity-united-nations-taliban-c151a0b395380350653517a99f3632c3
https://www.dawn.com/news/1672125
http://tribune.com.pk/story/2335202/afghan-taliban-disrupt-fencing-of-border-with-pakistan
https://www.indiatoday.in/world/story/afghan-taliban-pakistan-fencing-durand-line-1896741-2022-01-06
https://www.indiatoday.in/world/story/afghan-taliban-pakistan-fencing-durand-line-1896741-2022-01-06
https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/taliban-forms-joint-ministerial-committee-to-address-durand-line-issues-122020100154_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/taliban-forms-joint-ministerial-committee-to-address-durand-line-issues-122020100154_1.html
https://www.dawn.com/news/1669407
https://www.dawn.com/news/1662934
http://tribune.com.pk/story/2340703/ttp-unilaterally-scrapped-ceasefire-deal-nsa

A
India Strategic Review | January 2022 } [ Delhi Policy Group
A

Advancing India's Rise as a Leading Power

26 Yousaf, Kamran. "Pakistan Asks Afghan Taliban to Take TTP ‘as Test Case.” The Express Tribune, January 9, 2022.
http://tribune.com.pk/story/2337913/pakistan-asks-afghan-taliban-to-take-ttp-as-test-case.

7 Ibid

28 January 14, Press Trust of India Islamabad. “Pakistan Launches First-Ever National Security Policy; Here’s What It
Says about India.” India Today. Accessed January 30, 2022. https://www.indiatoday.in/world/story/pakistan-
national-security-policy-nsp-india-war-nuclear-triad-1900251-2022-01-14.

29 Hooda, Deependra Singh. “Pakistan’s National Security Policy: An Assessment.” Accessed February 4, 2022.
https://www.delhipolicygroup.org/publication/policy-briefs/pakistans-national-security-policy-an-
assessment.html.

30 Subramanian, Nirupama. “We Do Want to Move Forward, Enabling Environment Has to Come from India: Pakistan
National Security Advisor,” February 3, 2022. https://indianexpress.com/article/india/express-interview-pakistan-
national-security-advisor-7753961/.

3 Chaudhry, Asif. “Bomb Blast in Lahore Market Leaves Three Dead.” DAWN.COM, January 21, 2022.
https://www.dawn.com/news/1670672.

32 Gul, Ayaz. "Militant Raid Kills 10 Soldiers in Southwestern Pakistan.” VOA. Accessed February 4, 2022.
https://www.voanews.com/a/militant-raid-kills-10-soldiers-in-southwestern-pakistan/6415497. html.

33 Shahid, Saleem. “Twin Blasts in Sui Claim Lives of Three Levies Men, Senator Sarfaraz Bugti's Cousin.” DAWN.COM,
January 29, 2022. https://www.dawn.com/news/1672025.

34 Mangi, Ali Jan. “Two Cops among 17 Injured in Grenade Attack in Balochistan's Jaffarabad.” DAWN.COM, January
31, 2022. https://www.dawn.com/news/1672381.

%5 The Indian Express. “13 Terrorists, 7 Soldiers Killed in Attacks on Security Posts in Pakistan,” February 4, 2022.
https://indianexpress.com/article/world/13-terrorists-7-soldiers-killed-in-attacks-on-security-posts-in-pakistan-
7755738/.

%6 “Balochistan Attackers’ Handlers Based in Afghanistan, India: ISPR.” Accessed February 4, 2022.
https://www.thenews.com.pk/latest/930504-security-forces-kill-13-terrorists-in-balochistan-ispr.

57 Editorial. “Renewed Insurgency?’ DAWN.COM, January 29, 2022. https://www.dawn.com/news/1672064.

%8 “Joint Press Release of the 14th Round of India-China Corps Commander Level Meeting.” Accessed February 4,
2022. https://www.mea.gov.in/press-
releases.htm?dtl/34751/Joint_Press_Release_of_the_14th_round_of_IndiaChina_Corps_Commander_Level_Meetin
g.

% Pandit, Rajat. "India, China Lash out at Each Other as Talks Reach Bitter Deadlock.” The Times of India, October 12,
2021 https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/lac-row-no-breakthrough-in-13th-round-of-india-china-
talks/articleshow/86928076.cms.

40 Kumar, Ankit. “Chinese Bridge at Pangong Tso Nears Completion, Show Satellite Images.” India Today. Accessed
February 5, 2022. https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/chinese-bridge-at-pangong-tso-nears-completion-show-
satellite-images-galwan-valley-india-china-clash-1901628-2022-01-19.

4 “GT Voice: India Should Not Make a Fuss about Pangong Lake Bridge - Global Times.” Accessed February 5, 2022.
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202201/1246411.shtml.

42 "Joint Communique of the 18th Meeting of the Foreign Ministers of the Russian Federation, the Republic of India
and the People’'s Republic of China.” Accessed February 5, 2022. https://www.mea.gov.in/bilateral-
documents.htm?dtl/34540/Joint_Communique_of_the_18th_Meeting_of_the_Foreign_Ministers_of_the_Russian_F
ederation_the_Republic_of_India_and_the_Peoples_Republic_of_China.

4 "India’s Support for Beijing Winter Olympic Games Shows It Not a Natural US Ally - Global Times." Accessed
February 5, 2022. https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202111/1240130.shtml.

4 Simone McCarthy and Rhea Mogul. “India Launches Last-Minute Diplomatic Boycott of Beijing Olympics over
Chinese Soldier.” CNN. Accessed February 5, 2022. https://www.cnn.com/2022/02/03/china/india-diplomatic-
boycott-beijing-olympics-intl-hnk/index.html.

4 The Indian Express. “India Announces Diplomatic Boycott of Beijing Winter Olympics over Galwan Row,” February
4, 2022. https://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-galwan-torchbearer-regrettable-envoy-beijing-winter-
olympics-7755154/.

46 Hindustan Times. “US Backs India against Chinese Torchbearer,” February 5, 2022.
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/on-olympics-top-us-senators-stand-with-india-condemn-china-
101643999656517. html.

47 Singh, Rahul. “Not Averse to Demilitarisation of Siachen If Pak Meets Pre-Condition: Army Chief.” Hindustan
Times, January 13, 2022. https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/not-averse-to-demilitarisation-of-siachen-
if-pak-meets-pre-condition-army-chief-101642013032449 html.

48 Gurung, Shaurya Karanbir. “Threat of Collusion between China, Pakistan Maximum in Siachen, Shaksgam Valley:
Army Chief General Manoj Naravane.” The Economic Times, January 13, 2020.
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/threat-of-collusion-between-china-pakistan-maximum-in-
siachen-shaksgam-valley-army-chief-general-naravane/articleshow/73205626.cms?from=mdr.

4 Singh, Vijaita. "LAC Standoff | 10 Patrolling Points in Eastern Ladakh Blocked by Chinese People's Liberation Army,
Says Senior Official.” The Hindu. September 18, 2020, sec. National.

DPG India Strategic Review | Vol. III, Issuel | 26


http://tribune.com.pk/story/2337913/pakistan-asks-afghan-taliban-to-take-ttp-as-test-case
https://www.indiatoday.in/world/story/pakistan-national-security-policy-nsp-india-war-nuclear-triad-1900251-2022-01-14
https://www.indiatoday.in/world/story/pakistan-national-security-policy-nsp-india-war-nuclear-triad-1900251-2022-01-14
https://www.delhipolicygroup.org/publication/policy-briefs/pakistans-national-security-policy-an-assessment.html
https://www.delhipolicygroup.org/publication/policy-briefs/pakistans-national-security-policy-an-assessment.html
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/express-interview-pakistan-national-security-advisor-7753961/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/express-interview-pakistan-national-security-advisor-7753961/
https://www.dawn.com/news/1670672
https://www.voanews.com/a/militant-raid-kills-10-soldiers-in-southwestern-pakistan/6415497.html
https://www.dawn.com/news/1672025
https://www.dawn.com/news/1672381
https://indianexpress.com/article/world/13-terrorists-7-soldiers-killed-in-attacks-on-security-posts-in-pakistan-7755738/
https://indianexpress.com/article/world/13-terrorists-7-soldiers-killed-in-attacks-on-security-posts-in-pakistan-7755738/
https://www.thenews.com.pk/latest/930504-security-forces-kill-13-terrorists-in-balochistan-ispr
https://www.dawn.com/news/1672064
https://www.mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/34751/Joint_Press_Release_of_the_14th_round_of_IndiaChina_Corps_Commander_Level_Meeting
https://www.mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/34751/Joint_Press_Release_of_the_14th_round_of_IndiaChina_Corps_Commander_Level_Meeting
https://www.mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/34751/Joint_Press_Release_of_the_14th_round_of_IndiaChina_Corps_Commander_Level_Meeting
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/lac-row-no-breakthrough-in-13th-round-of-india-china-talks/articleshow/86928076.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/lac-row-no-breakthrough-in-13th-round-of-india-china-talks/articleshow/86928076.cms
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/chinese-bridge-at-pangong-tso-nears-completion-show-satellite-images-galwan-valley-india-china-clash-1901628-2022-01-19
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/chinese-bridge-at-pangong-tso-nears-completion-show-satellite-images-galwan-valley-india-china-clash-1901628-2022-01-19
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202201/1246411.shtml
https://www.mea.gov.in/bilateral-documents.htm?dtl/34540/Joint_Communique_of_the_18th_Meeting_of_the_Foreign_Ministers_of_the_Russian_Federation_the_Republic_of_India_and_the_Peoples_Republic_of_China
https://www.mea.gov.in/bilateral-documents.htm?dtl/34540/Joint_Communique_of_the_18th_Meeting_of_the_Foreign_Ministers_of_the_Russian_Federation_the_Republic_of_India_and_the_Peoples_Republic_of_China
https://www.mea.gov.in/bilateral-documents.htm?dtl/34540/Joint_Communique_of_the_18th_Meeting_of_the_Foreign_Ministers_of_the_Russian_Federation_the_Republic_of_India_and_the_Peoples_Republic_of_China
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202111/1240130.shtml
https://www.cnn.com/2022/02/03/china/india-diplomatic-boycott-beijing-olympics-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2022/02/03/china/india-diplomatic-boycott-beijing-olympics-intl-hnk/index.html
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-galwan-torchbearer-regrettable-envoy-beijing-winter-olympics-7755154/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-galwan-torchbearer-regrettable-envoy-beijing-winter-olympics-7755154/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/on-olympics-top-us-senators-stand-with-india-condemn-china-101643999656517.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/on-olympics-top-us-senators-stand-with-india-condemn-china-101643999656517.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/not-averse-to-demilitarisation-of-siachen-if-pak-meets-pre-condition-army-chief-101642013032449.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/not-averse-to-demilitarisation-of-siachen-if-pak-meets-pre-condition-army-chief-101642013032449.html
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/threat-of-collusion-between-china-pakistan-maximum-in-siachen-shaksgam-valley-army-chief-general-naravane/articleshow/73205626.cms?from=mdr
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/threat-of-collusion-between-china-pakistan-maximum-in-siachen-shaksgam-valley-army-chief-general-naravane/articleshow/73205626.cms?from=mdr

A
India Strategic Review | January 2022 } [ Delhi Policy Group
A

Advancing India's Rise as a Leading Power

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-china-lac-standoff-10-patrolling-points-in-eastern-ladakh-
blocked-by-pla/article32642782.ece.

50 Hindustan Times. “India-China to Discuss Gogra-Hot Springs Disengagement, Depsang Is a 2013 Legacy,” June 29,
2021 https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/indiachina-to-discuss-gogra-hot-springs-disengagement-
depsang-is-a-2013-legacy-101624951127857 . html.

% Peri, Dinakar. “Legacy Challenges of Unsettled and Disputed Borders Have Become More Complex: Vice Chief of
Army Staff.” The Hindu. February 4, 2022, sec. National. https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/legacy-
challenges-of-unsettled-and-disputed-borders-have-become-more-complex-vice-chief-of-army-
staff/article38377759.ece.

Economic Engagement, Connectivity and Non-Traditional Security Issues

52 "Factbox: Legal Cases Against Myanmar's Aung San Suu Kyi." Reuters. January 10, 2022.
53 Ibid.

54 "Myanmar Junta's Air Strikes Force Thousands of People to Flee to Thailand.” Financial Times. Last modified
January 23, 2022.

%5 Thompson Chau and Dominic Oo "Myanmar Renews Plans to Curb Internet Usage with VPN Ban." Nikkei Asia.
January 21, 2022.

% "61 Civilians Killed in December Clashes in Myanmar's Remote Border Regions-Report.” ANI News. January 2, 2022

57 Nirupama Subramanian and Jimmy Leivon, "Escaping Junta, more Myanmar Refugees Cross Over into Mizoram,"
The Indian Express, January 22, 2022,

% "Myanmar Military Gets 'support’ from Insurgent Groups of India's Northeast in Chin State to Fight Resistance.” ANI
News. February 3, 2022.

% "Northeast Rebel Outfits Regrouping on China-Myanmar Border, Say Experts." The Times of India. January 12,
2022.

80 "Mizoram: Security Forces Seize Huge Cache of Explosives Near Myanmar Border." India Today. January 2, 2022.

61 "EAM Jaishankar Discusses Myanmar, Afghanistan Situation with His Indonesian Counterpart.” ANI News. Last
modified January 5, 2022.

62 "Cambodian PM Hun Sen's visit with Myanmar military chief sparks angry backlash,” France 24, January 08, 2022

83 Bala, Sumathi. "Cambodia Prime Minister's Trip to Myanmar Was Not to Legitimize the Junta, Says Minister
Delegate." CNBC. Accessed February 7, 2022.

64 "Voices of Concern at ASEAN over Hun Sen's Myanmar Visit." Breaking News, World News and Video from Al
Jazeera. January 14, 2022.

5 "No ‘significant Progress’ in Implementing ASEAN's Five-Point Consensus on Myanmar: PM Lee to PM Hun Sen."
CNA. January 15, 2022.

66 "Joint Statement on the Situation in Myanmar.” United States Department of State. February 1, 2022

57" Joint Statement on the Situation in Myanmar." United States Department of State. February 1, 2022

%8 2 Big Energy Firms Exit Myanmar over Human Rights Abuses by the Military Government." NPR.org. Last modified
January 21, 2022. also see "France's Total Exits Myanmar, Citing Shareholder Pressure Since Coup," The Wall Street
Journal, January 21, 2022

%9 "Bangladesh’s Exports to India to Grow Record $2 Billion by FY22: FBCCIL." The Daily Star. January 18, 2022.
70" 'India Has Offered Bangladesh Use of Inland Waterways Up to Varanasi'." The Sentinel. January 2, 2022.
71 "Portal to Facilitate Business Between Bangladesh, NE India Launched.” Deccan Herald. January 12, 2022

72"PM Modi Decides to Open Another Route Connecting Tripura and Bangladesh's Comilla, Says MoS Pratima
Bhoumik." ANI News. January 15, 2022.

73 "Portal to Facilitate Business Between Bangladesh, NE India Launched.” Deccan Herald. January 12, 2022
74 "BSF Guwahati Div Caught 141 Indian, 117 Bangladeshi Smugglers in 2021." EastMojo. January 24, 2022.
75 "BSF Constable Killed by Cattle Smugglers Near Indo-Bangladesh Border." Hindustan Times. January 12, 2022.

76 Express News Service. "17 Cops Hurt in Clash with ‘cow Smugglers’ at Bangladesh Border.” The Indian Express.
January 10, 2022.

77 Bishay, Nikita. 'India Installs 'Anti Cut-Anti-Climb' Fencing at Indo-Bangladesh Border to Curb Movements."
Republic World. January 29, 2022.

78 S, Vidyashree. "Fencing India-Bangladesh Border a Major Challenge As Villages Occupy Required Land: BSF IG."
Republic World. January 26, 2022.

7% "Meghalaya Village Risks Being Cut off As Border Fence Nears Completion." The Hindu. January 11, 202
80 "BSF: 82 Truckers Found with Fake Driving Licences at Bangladesh Border." Hindustan Times. January 19, 2022.
81 "Petrapole Truckers Have A Month To Get Papers In Order." The Times of India. February 4, 2022.

DPG India Strategic Review | Vol. II, Issue 1 | 27


https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-china-lac-standoff-10-patrolling-points-in-eastern-ladakh-blocked-by-pla/article32642782.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-china-lac-standoff-10-patrolling-points-in-eastern-ladakh-blocked-by-pla/article32642782.ece
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/indiachina-to-discuss-gogra-hot-springs-disengagement-depsang-is-a-2013-legacy-101624951127857.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/indiachina-to-discuss-gogra-hot-springs-disengagement-depsang-is-a-2013-legacy-101624951127857.html
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/legacy-challenges-of-unsettled-and-disputed-borders-have-become-more-complex-vice-chief-of-army-staff/article38377759.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/legacy-challenges-of-unsettled-and-disputed-borders-have-become-more-complex-vice-chief-of-army-staff/article38377759.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/legacy-challenges-of-unsettled-and-disputed-borders-have-become-more-complex-vice-chief-of-army-staff/article38377759.ece
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/legal-cases-against-myanmars-aung-san-suu-kyi-2022-01-10/
https://www.ft.com/content/656c84a1-ca69-4357-a1db-287313989aff
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Myanmar-Crisis/Myanmar-renews-plans-to-curb-internet-usage-with-VPN-ban
https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/61-civilians-killed-in-december-clashes-in-myanmars-remote-border-regions-report20220102201606/
https://indianexpress.com/article/north-east-india/escaping-junta-more-myanmar-refugees-cross-over-into-mizoram-7736109/
https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/myanmar-military-gets-support-from-insurgent-groups-of-indias-northeast-in-chin-state-to-fight-resistance20220203021857/
https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/myanmar-military-gets-support-from-insurgent-groups-of-indias-northeast-in-chin-state-to-fight-resistance20220203021857/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/northeast-rebel-outfits-regrouping-on-china-myanmar-border-say-experts/articleshow/88843574.cms
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/mizoram-assam-rifles-explosives-near-myanmar-border-1894942-2022-01-02
https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/eam-jaishankar-discusses-myanmar-afghanistan-situation-with-his-indonesian-counterpart20220105143902/
https://www.france24.com/en/asia-pacific/20220108-cambodian-pm-hun-sen-s-visit-with-myanmar-military-chief-sparks-angry-backlash
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/01/21/cambodia-pm-hun-sens-trip-to-myanmar-not-legitimizing-junta-delegate.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/1/14/concern-in-asean-over-cambodia-pms-myanmar-visit-malaysia-minister-says
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/1/14/concern-in-asean-over-cambodia-pms-myanmar-visit-malaysia-minister-says
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/singapore/asean-five-point-consensus-myanmar-no-significant-progress-pm-lee-hun-sen-2437921
https://www.state.gov/joint-statement-on-the-situation-in-myanmar/
https://www.state.gov/joint-statement-on-the-situation-in-myanmar/
https://www.npr.org/2022/01/21/1074792462/chevron-total-myanmar-human-rights%20%20;%20also%20see%20https:/www.wsj.com/articles/frances-total-exits-myanmar-citing-shareholder-pressure-since-coup-11642760876
https://www.wsj.com/articles/frances-total-exits-myanmar-citing-shareholder-pressure-since-coup-11642760876
https://www.wsj.com/articles/frances-total-exits-myanmar-citing-shareholder-pressure-since-coup-11642760876
https://www.thedailystar.net/business/export/news/bangladeshs-exports-india-grow-record-2-billion-fy22-fbcci-2941941
https://www.sentinelassam.com/topheadlines/india-has-offered-bangladesh-use-of-inland-waterways-up-to-varanasi-570969
https://www.deccanherald.com/national/portal-to-facilitate-business-between-bangladesh-ne-india-launched-1070555.html
https://www.aninews.in/news/national/general-news/pm-modi-decides-to-open-another-route-connecting-tripura-and-bangladeshs-comilla-says-mos-pratima-bhoumik20220115181704/
https://www.deccanherald.com/national/portal-to-facilitate-business-between-bangladesh-ne-india-launched-1070555.html
https://www.eastmojo.com/assam/2022/01/24/bsf-guwahati-div-caught-141-indian-117-bangladeshi-smugglers-in-2021/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/bsf-constable-killed-by-cattle-smugglers-near-indo-bangladesh-border-101641927398025.html
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/17-cops-hurt-clash-cow-smugglers-bangladesh-border-7715087/#:~:text=At%20least%2017%20police%20personnel,arrested%2C%20and%2034%20cows%20rescued.&text=The%20team%20was%20attacked%20by,people%2C%20said%20the%20police%20officer.
https://www.republicworld.com/india-news/general-news/india-installs-anti-cut-anti-climb-fencing-at-indo-bangladesh-border-to-curb-movements-articleshow.html
https://www.republicworld.com/india-news/general-news/fencing-india-bangladesh-border-a-major-challenge-as-villages-occupy-required-land-bsf-ig-articleshow.html
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/meghalaya-village-risks-being-cut-off-as-border-fence-nears-completion/article38233377.ece
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/bsf-82-truckers-found-with-fake-driving-licences-at-bangladesh-border-101642530532760.html
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata/petrapole-truckers-have-a-month-to-get-papers-in-order/articleshow/89334791.cms

A
India Strategic Review | January 2022 } [ Delhi Policy Group
A

Advancing India's Rise as a Leading Power

82 "Bangladesh Signs Deal with Chinese Consortium to Build 4-lane Expressway."” Xinhua. February 7, 2022

8 "China to Supply Nearly 40 Percent of Bangladesh's Petroleum Imports.” Radio Free Asia. Last modified January 12,
2022.

84 "Bangladesh, Turkey Sign Deal on Security Cooperation, Counterterrorism.” Dhaka Tribune. Last modified January
9,2022.

85 "Bangladesh, Turkey Sign New Security and Counterterrorism Deal.” The Diplomat. Last modified January 11, 2022.

86 Sharma, Sheenu. "Bangladesh Brightened Its Image by Curbing Terrorism: PM Sheikh Hasina." IndiaTV News.
January 20, 2022

87" Attack On Qawwali Event At Dhaka University." Outlook India. January 16, 2022.
88 'India, Maldives Discuss Bilateral Issues With New Year Greetings." Otv February 7, 2022.
89 "Foreign Minister: Maldives Will Continue to Uphold ‘India First’ Policy.” Sun Online International. February 8, 2022

90 'India Assisted Us Irrespective of Party in Power, Maldives Foreign Minister Hits out at 'India Out’ Campaigners.”
South Asia Monitor. February 8, 2022.

%1 'India Out Movement Gains Further Traction at National-level with Massive Rally in R.Dhuvaafaru.” Maldives News
Network. January 22, 2022.

92 "Maldives: Where is Abdulla Yameen's ‘India Out’ Campaign Heading?" Firstpost. January 29, 2022.

% "Maldives: Where is Abdulla Yameen's 'India Out’ Campaign Heading?" Firstpost. Last modified January 29, 2022.
%4 "Nasheed goes to 241 Committee over 'India Out' campaign,” AVAS, January 31, 2022, https://avas.mv/en/113588
% Tbid.,

9 Subramanian, Nirupama. "Anti-India Protests in Mind, Maldives Plans New Law to Curb Unrest." The Indian
Express. February 1, 2022.

97 "China Steps Up Info War Against India in Maldives Ahead of Next Year's Presidential Polls in Atoll Nation." ANI
News. Last modified January 28, 2022.

% "China, Maldives Pledge Cooperation on Belt & Road, Post-pandemic Recovery.” Xinhua. February 8, 2022.
99 "Turkiye, Maldives to Boost Trade Volume to $100M in Two Years." TRT World. January 09, 2022.

100 "Turkey, Maldives to Jointly Establish Economic Committee." Daily Sabah. January 30, 2022

101 Srinivasan, Meera. "India Extends $900 Mn Aid to Sri Lanka." The Hindu. January 13, 2022

102 *India Says It Stands with Sri Lanka Which Faces Financial Difficulties." ANI News. January 28, 2022.

103 "Welcome to High Commission of India, Colombo, Sri Lanka.” Welcome to High Commission of India, Colombo
Sri Lanka. January 18, 2022.

104 *Envoy Assures India Will “support Sri Lanka in Every Possible Way when Needed"." Daily FT. January 2.8, 2022.

105 Srinivasan, Meera. "'India Tops Sri Lanka's Tourism Charts 2021." The Hindu. January 8, 2022
106 *Sri Lanka Seeks to Integrate Economy with India, Focuses on 8 Sectors.” The Economic Times. January 27, 2022.
107 Ibid.

108 *Sri Lanka Launches Train Service Using Indian-funded Coaches." The Print. January 10, 2022.

109 'India hands over 1000 houses on Pongal.” Welcome to High Commission of India, Colombo, Sri Lanka. January16,
2022.

10 "Envoy Assures India Will “support Sri Lanka in Every Possible Way when Needed"." Daily FT. Last modified
January 28, 2022.

1 "Sri Lanka to Release 56 Indian Fishermen." Zee News. Last modified January 25, 2022.

12 "No 'third Party' Should Interfere: Chinese Foreign Minister Targets India During Lanka Visit." WION. Last modified
January 11, 2022

13 *"Chinese FM Wraps Up Visit in Sri Lanka That Boosts Trade, While Western Media Unfairly Hypes Debt Issue.”
Global Times. January 10, 2022.

114 *Sri Lanka Seeks 1 Billion Dollar Loan from India." The Financial Express. January 12, 2022.

15 "Cabinet Approves MoU Between India and Nepal for Construction of Bridge over Mahakali River at Dharchula
(India) — Dharchula (Nepal)." PMIndia. Accessed February 8, 2022.

116 "Press Release on Telephone Conversation Between the Foreign Minister of Nepal and the Minister of External
Affairs of India - Ministry of Foreign Affairs Nepal MOFA." Ministry of Foreign Affairs Nepal MOFA Kathmandu
Nepal. January 6, 2022.

17 "Mobility Aid Distribution Camp." Embassy of India, Kathmandu, Nepal. February 8, 2022, January 27, 2022.

118 "Press Release 73rd Republic Day of India was celebrated at the Embassy of India in Kathmandu on 26
January 2022." Embassy of India, Kathmandu, Nepal. February 8, 2022.

119 "Nepal census: Some Highlights from Preliminary Report,” The Kathmandu Post. January 27, 2022

120 'Indian PM's Announcement to Build Road in Lipulekh Provokes Outrage in Nepal." WION. January 13, 2022.

DPG India Strategic Review | Vol. II[, Issue 1l | 28


http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/asiapacific/20220110/a1474b06233e41d9914a1699a3f2efec/c.html
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/imports-01122022173312.html
https://www.dhakatribune.com/foreign-affairs/2022/01/09/bangladesh-turkey-sign-deal-on-security-cooperation-counterterrorism-dhaka-ankara-sign-deal-on-security-cooperation
https://thediplomat.com/2022/01/bangladesh-turkey-sign-new-security-and-counterterrorism-deal/
https://www.indiatvnews.com/news/world/bangladesh-brightened-its-image-by-curbing-terrorism-prime-minister-sheikh-hasina-latest-international-news-updates-dhaka-laterst-news-updates-2022-01-20-755334
https://www.outlookindia.com/international/attack-on-qawwali-event-at-dhaka-university-reflects-bangladesh-multiple-faultlines-news-31652
https://odishatv.in/news/national/india-maldives-discuss-bilateral-issues-with-new-year-greetings-167733
https://en.sun.mv/72094
https://www.southasiamonitor.org/index.php/maldives/india-assisted-us-irrespective-party-power-maldives-foreign-minister-hits-out-india-out
https://www.maldivesnewsnetwork.com/2022/01/22/indiaout-movement-gains-further-traction-at-national-level-with-massive-rally-in-r-dhuvaafaru/
https://www.maldivesnewsnetwork.com/2022/01/22/indiaout-movement-gains-further-traction-at-national-level-with-massive-rally-in-r-dhuvaafaru/
https://www.firstpost.com/world/maldives-where-is-abdulla-yameens-india-out-campaign-heading-10329531.html
https://www.firstpost.com/world/maldives-where-is-abdulla-yameens-india-out-campaign-heading-10329531.html
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/anti-india-protests-in-mind-maldives-plans-new-law-to-curb-unrest-7750454/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/anti-india-protests-in-mind-maldives-plans-new-law-to-curb-unrest-7750454/
https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/china-steps-up-info-war-against-india-in-maldives-ahead-of-next-years-elections20220128170913/
https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/china-steps-up-info-war-against-india-in-maldives-ahead-of-next-years-elections20220128170913/
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/20220109/c5a522f0becc447699c81b34d1bbace6/c.html
https://www.trtworld.com/business/turkiye-maldives-to-boost-trade-volume-to-100m-in-two-years-54229
https://www.dailysabah.com/politics/diplomacy/turkey-maldives-to-jointly-establish-economic-committee
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/india-extends-900-mn-aid-to-sri-lanka/article38268460.ece
https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/india-says-it-stands-with-sri-lanka-which-faces-financial-difficulties20220128203006/
https://www.hcicolombo.gov.in/press?id=eyJpdiI6IkhKd0Jsc3ZVTEczMWIyN3J0S0NpaHc9PSIsInZhbHVlIjoiY0JtYk4rYVBZY1pQeTRhUEFCYVQxdz09IiwibWFjIjoiYzljYmViYWVkMmJmODZmMzIwZjAyZDJlNDY2NDRhYWZlYzY2ZWUxMmVlNmZkZGQ2NWQzOTBjOGJjZjdmZTE5NCJ9
https://www.hcicolombo.gov.in/press?id=eyJpdiI6IkhKd0Jsc3ZVTEczMWIyN3J0S0NpaHc9PSIsInZhbHVlIjoiY0JtYk4rYVBZY1pQeTRhUEFCYVQxdz09IiwibWFjIjoiYzljYmViYWVkMmJmODZmMzIwZjAyZDJlNDY2NDRhYWZlYzY2ZWUxMmVlNmZkZGQ2NWQzOTBjOGJjZjdmZTE5NCJ9
https://www.ft.lk/it-telecom-tech/Envoy-assures-India-will-support-Sri-Lanka-in-every-possible-way-when-needed/50-729768
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-tops-sri-lankas-tourism-charts-2021/article38196048.ece
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/sri-lanka-seeks-to-integrate-economy-with-india-focuses-on-8-sectors/articleshow/89143001.cms
https://theprint.in/world/sri-lanka-launches-train-service-using-indian-funded-coaches/799473/
https://www.hcicolombo.gov.in/press?id=eyJpdiI6Imx5TU01R0ZXQWJkUnpMNFZpRmlMcHc9PSIsInZhbHVlIjoiVzlIcnF1amRxXC84bCszXC9uRVVNMkhnPT0iLCJtYWMiOiIyOWFmODM3ODg3NWYxMzBjYzc4MjJlMTQxMmE2MDA4MDI1MGVjNmYzZGQxYjA2MzEyNjk4NDNjMWZhNjM2MTgwIn0=
https://www.ft.lk/it-telecom-tech/Envoy-assures-India-will-support-Sri-Lanka-in-every-possible-way-when-needed/50-729768
https://zeenews.india.com/india/sri-lanka-to-release-of-56-indian-fishermen-2430704.html
https://www.wionews.com/south-asia/no-third-party-should-interfere-chinese-foreign-minister-targets-india-during-lanka-visit-443836
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202201/1245585.shtml
https://www.financialexpress.com/economy/sri-lanka-seeks-1-billion-dollar-loan-from-india/2404909/
https://www.pmindia.gov.in/en/news_updates/cabinet-approves-mou-between-india-and-nepal-for-construction-of-bridge-over-mahakali-river-at-dharchula-india-dharchula-nepal/?comment=disable
https://mofa.gov.np/press-release-on-telephone-conversation-between-foreign-minister-of-nepal-and-minister-of-external-affairs-of-india/
https://mofa.gov.np/press-release-on-telephone-conversation-between-foreign-minister-of-nepal-and-minister-of-external-affairs-of-india/
https://www.indembkathmandu.gov.in/news_letter_detail/?id=249
https://www.indembkathmandu.gov.in/news_letter_detail/?id=248
https://kathmandupost.com/national/2022/01/27/nepal-census-some-highlights-from-preliminary-report#:~:text=The%20Central%20Bureau%20of%20Statistics,conducting%20national%20census%20since%201911.
https://www.wionews.com/south-asia/indian-pms-announcement-to-build-road-in-lipulekh-provokes-outrage-in-nepal-444400

A
India Strategic Review | January 2022 } [ Delhi Policy Group
A

Advancing India's Rise as a Leading Power

21 "Consistent & Unambiguous: Indian Embassy Clears Its Stance Over India-Nepal Border Row." ABP News. January
16, 2022.

122 Tribune News Service. "Don't Construct Road Via Nepali Territory Unilaterally, Nepal Tells India.” Tribune India
News Service. January 16, 2022.

125 "Response to media queries regarding recent reports and statements in Nepal on the question of India-Nepal
boundary’, Embassy of India, Kathmandu, Nepal. January 15, 2022

124 "Protests Break out in Nepal Against China's Interference.” The Shillong Times. January 28, 2022.

125 "Remarks by Spokesperson of Chinese Embassy in Nepal on the Protest Held by Some Organizations.” Embassy of
the People's Republic of China In Nepal. February 8, 2022.

126 For details please see previous editions of India Strategic Review.

127 MacRae, Penny. "Why is the US Struggling to Give US$500 Million to China-friendly Nepal?" South China Morning
Post. January 3, 2022 ; also see "Deuba, Oli in talks through various channels on MCC pact, leaders say,” The
Kathmandu Post, February 1, 2022.

128 “Gehri Dosti’ Says PM Bennett As Israel and India Mark 30 Years of Diplomatic Ties." The Hindu. January 30, 2022.
129 "N o Better Time to Take India-Israel Ties Forward: PM Modi." The Indian Express. January 30, 2022
130 "FTA Can Take India-Israel Friendship to the Next Level." The Times of India. January 28, 2022

181 *"Experts from India and Israel Suggested Expanding Scope of India-Israel Industrial R&D & Technological
Innovation Fund (I4F)." Press Information Bureau. February 8, 2022

132 "Experts from India and Israel Suggested Expanding Scope of India-Israel Industrial R&D & Technological
Innovation Fund (I4F)." Press Information Bureau. February 8, 2022

133 Bagchi, Indrani. "W Asia Quad to Work on Infra, Clean Energy: Israel Minister.” The Times of India. December 28,
2021.

1% *Indian Envoy Highlights Key Ties Between His Country and Saudi Arabia." Arab News. January 1, 2022.

135 "Tata Comm, Zain KSA to Offer Smart City Solutions to Saudi Arabia.” Business Standard, January 4, 2022

%6 "J-K Transformed from Sleeping Business Destination to Land of Opportunities, Investment: L-G Manoj Sinha."
ANI News. January 7, 2022

157 Bhaskar, Utpal. "Three Sovereign Funds Are Eyeing RIL's Clean Energy Unit." Mint. December 22, 2021

138 "Official Spokesperson's Response to Media Queries on Indian Sailors on the UAE Flagged Ship Rwabee Seized by
the Houthis." Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India February 8, 2022

1% Zhou, Laura. “China, Saudi Arabia Set for Closer Military Ties As US Retreats.” South China Morning Post. January
27,2022.

140 *Visit of Saudi Arabian FM Reflects High-level China-Saudi Arabia Comprehensive Strategic Partnership: Wang Yi."
Global Times. Last modified January 11, 2022.

141 *As Biden Struggles to Define His Relationship with Saudi Arabia, China is Stepping in to Fill the Gap." Business
Insider. February 4, 2022.

142 "Saudi Arabia Expands Share in China Oil Market, Russia Lags." Reuters. January 20, 2022.

143 *Exclusive: China Puts 4 MIn Barrels of Iranian Oil into State Reserves." Reuters. January 21, 2022.

144 *Iran, Russia, China Hold Joint Naval Drill Amid Growing Ties." RadioFreeEurope/RadioLiberty. Last modified
January 20, 2022. also see "China-Iran-Russia Military Drill: Three-day Joint Military Exercises Held in Gulf of
Oman." CGTN, January 22, 2022

145 "Prime Minister's 'State of the World' Address at World Economic Forum, Davos Summit." Ministry of External
Affairs, Government of India. January 17, 2022

146 "UN'SC Meeting on threats to international peace and security (Ukraine)". Permanent Mission of India to the UN
New York. January 31, 2022.

147 "UNSC Briefing on the situation in the Middle East (Syria)." Permanent Mission of India to the UN , New York.
January 27, 2022

148 "IJN'SC Open Debate "Protection of civilians in armed conflict’. Permanent Mission of India to the UN, New York.
January 25, 2022

DPG India Strategic Review | Vol. III, Issue 1 | 29


https://news.abplive.com/news/world/consistent-unambiguous-indian-embassy-clears-its-stance-over-india-nepal-border-row-1506705
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/world/dont-construct-road-via-nepali-territory-unilaterally-nepal-tells-india-361812
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/world/dont-construct-road-via-nepali-territory-unilaterally-nepal-tells-india-361812
https://www.indembkathmandu.gov.in/news_letter_detail/?id=246
https://theshillongtimes.com/2022/01/28/protests-break-out-in-nepal-against-chinas-interference/
http://np.chineseembassy.org/eng/News/202201/t20220113_10495303.htm
http://np.chineseembassy.org/eng/News/202201/t20220113_10495303.htm
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/economics/article/3161989/why-us-struggling-give-us500-million-kathmandu-ask-nepals-china
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/economics/article/3161989/why-us-struggling-give-us500-million-kathmandu-ask-nepals-china
https://kathmandupost.com/politics/2022/02/01/deuba-oli-in-talks-through-various-channels-on-mcc-pact-leaders-say
https://kathmandupost.com/politics/2022/02/01/deuba-oli-in-talks-through-various-channels-on-mcc-pact-leaders-say
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/gehri-dosti-says-pm-bennett-as-israel-and-india-mark-30-years-of-diplomatic-ties/article38348739.ece
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/pm-narendra-modi-india-israel-relation-7747658/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/namaste-shalom-to-friendship/articleshow/89184398.cms
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1790952#:~:text=in%20the%20meeting.-,India%2DIsrael%20Industrial%20R%26D%20and%20Technological%20Innovation%20Fund%20(I4F),projects%20between%20companies%20from%20India
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1790952#:~:text=in%20the%20meeting.-,India%2DIsrael%20Industrial%20R%26D%20and%20Technological%20Innovation%20Fund%20(I4F),projects%20between%20companies%20from%20India
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/w-asia-quad-to-work-on-infra-clean-energy-israel-minister/articleshow/88534931.cms
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1996181/saudi-arabia
https://www.business-standard.com/article/news-cm/tata-comm-zain-ksa-to-offer-smart-city-solutions-to-saudi-arabia-122010400479_1.html
https://www.aninews.in/news/national/general-news/j-k-transformed-from-sleeping-business-destination-to-land-of-opportunities-investment-l-g-manoj-sinha20220107013820/
https://www.livemint.com/industry/energy/three-sovereign-funds-are-eyeing-ril-s-clean-energy-unit-11640110898784.html
https://mea.gov.in/response-to-queries.htm?dtl/34750/Official_Spokespersons_response_to_media_queries_on_Indian_sailors_on_the_UAE_flagged_ship_Rwabee_seized_by_the_Houthis
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3164943/china-saudi-arabia-set-closer-military-ties-sun-sets-us-middle
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202201/1245613.shtml
https://www.businessinsider.in/politics/world/news/as-biden-struggles-to-define-his-relationship-with-saudi-arabia-china-is-stepping-in-to-fill-the-gap/articleshow/89346993.cms
https://www.businessinsider.in/politics/world/news/as-biden-struggles-to-define-his-relationship-with-saudi-arabia-china-is-stepping-in-to-fill-the-gap/articleshow/89346993.cms
https://www.reuters.com/markets/europe/saudi-arabia-expands-share-china-oil-market-russia-lags-2022-01-20/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/exclusive-china-puts-4-mln-bbls-iran-oil-into-state-reserves-source-vortexa-2022-01-20/
https://www.rferl.org/a/iran-russia-china-exercises/31663080.html
https://news.cgtn.com/news/2022-01-22/VHJhbnNjcmlwdDYyMzE2/index.html
https://mea.gov.in/Speeches-Statements.htm?dtl/34754/Prime_Ministers_State_of_the_World_address_at_World_Economic_Forum_Davos_Summit
https://mea.gov.in/Speeches-Statements.htm?dtl/34754/Prime_Ministers_State_of_the_World_address_at_World_Economic_Forum_Davos_Summit
https://pminewyork.gov.in/IndiaatUNSC?id=NDQ4Ng,,
https://pminewyork.gov.in/IndiaatUNSC?id=NDQ4Ng,,
https://pminewyork.gov.in/IndiaatUNSC?id=NDQ4Mw,,
https://pminewyork.gov.in/IndiaatUNSC?id=NDQ4MA,,

A

Delhi Policy Group
Core 5A, 1st Floor,
India Habitat Centre, Lodhi Road

New Delhi - 110003
India

www.delhipolicygroup.org



