
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Founded in 1994, the Delhi Policy Group is among India’s oldest independent think tanks with its 

primary focus on international and strategic issues of critical national interest. Over the past 

decades, the Delhi Policy Group has established itself in both domestic and international circles, 

particularly in the area of national security. 

In keeping with India’s increasing global profile as a leading power and the accompanying dynamism 

of India’s foreign and security policy, the Delhi Policy Group has expanded its focus areas to include 

India’s broader regional and global role; India’s initiatives to strengthen its strategic periphery; 

India’s political, security and connectivity challenges and policies across the Indo-Pacific; and the 

strategic partnerships that advance India’s rise.  To support these goals, the DPG undertakes 

research, publishes policy reports and organises conferences on strategic and geo-political, geo-

economic, and defence and security issues. 
 

DPG  Weekly World Watch is based on analysis  of open source information. To subscribe please 

click here. 

 

Your comments and feedback can be addressed to Angana Guha Roy at angana@dpg.org.in.  

 

 

© 
 
 



 
 

Contents 

 

 

 



1 
 

https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/India27s-foreign-affairs-strategy.pdf
https://www.news18.com/news/business/india-to-send-investment-pitches-to-more-than-1000-american-companies-to-relocate-from-china-2609847.html
https://www.news18.com/news/business/india-to-send-investment-pitches-to-more-than-1000-american-companies-to-relocate-from-china-2609847.html
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/analysis-south-asia-unveils-india-china-balancing-act-during-covid-19/article31524571.ece
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/modi-nam-covid-19-india-6393852/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/diplomacy-in-a-virtual-world-c-raja-mohan-6393950/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/diplomacy-in-a-virtual-world-c-raja-mohan-6393950/


2 
 

https://theprint.in/opinion/modi-turned-back-nam-saarc-covid-table/414749/
https://theprint.in/opinion/modi-turned-back-nam-saarc-covid-table/414749/
https://thewire.in/diplomacy/at-his-first-nam-meeting-modi-raises-terrorism-fake-news-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://thewire.in/diplomacy/at-his-first-nam-meeting-modi-raises-terrorism-fake-news-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-operation-samudra-setu-indian-navy-ship-jalashwa-reaches-maldives-to-bring-back-indian-citizens-2823989
https://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-operation-samudra-setu-indian-navy-ship-jalashwa-reaches-maldives-to-bring-back-indian-citizens-2823989
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/security-defence-military-covid-19-coronavirus-6399068/


3 
 

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/coronavirus-global-globalisation-capitalism-covid-19-impact-in-economy-ashutosh-varshney-6392224/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/coronavirus-global-globalisation-capitalism-covid-19-impact-in-economy-ashutosh-varshney-6392224/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/business-news/china-backed-aiib-approves-500-million-loan-for-india-s-covid-19-response/story-JokmoKpAVbiISM2qeFhhYJ.html
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/653573-afghan-families-trapped-in-lockdown-to-get-rs12-000-each
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/653258-imf-sees-pakistan-s-1-9bln-to-fizzle-out-in-15-months
https://www.dawn.com/news/1554633/new-us-diplomat-for-south-asia-designated


4 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1554146/injured-ptm-leader-passes-away
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2216236/1-lockdown-eased-phases-starting-may-9-pm-imran/
https://www.dawn.com/news/1553840/abdullah-says-tentative-agreement-reached-with-ghani
https://www.dawn.com/news/1554628/at-least-five-killed-in-attack-on-afghan-military-centre


5 
 

https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/us%E2%80%99s-khalilzad-meets-indian-officials-afghan-peace
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/933-taliban-prisoners-freed-afghan-govt-more-promised
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-afghanistan-iran-migrants-exclusive/exclusive-afghan-lawmakers-say-45-migrants-drowned-after-iranian-guards-forced-them-into-river-idUSKBN22J26U?feedType=RSS&feedName=worldNews&utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Reuters%2FworldNews+%28Reuters+World+News%29&&rpc=401
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-afghanistan-iran-migrants-exclusive/exclusive-afghan-lawmakers-say-45-migrants-drowned-after-iranian-guards-forced-them-into-river-idUSKBN22J26U?feedType=RSS&feedName=worldNews&utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Reuters%2FworldNews+%28Reuters+World+News%29&&rpc=401
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2020/may/7/us-afghanistan-envoy-taliban-leaders-hold-lengthy-/
https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/china-ramps-up-role-in-afghanistan-ahead-of-u-s-withdrawal-/30594555.html


6 
 

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/nation/bengal-blocks-goods-at-bangladesh-border-warned-81417
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/rice-exports-to-bangladesh-via-west-bengal-likely-to-commence-soon/articleshow/75617275.cms
https://www.outlookindia.com/newsscroll/india-donates-bangladesh-30000-covid19-testing-kits/1826150
https://thediplomat.com/2020/05/will-covid-19-reshape-nepals-diplomacy/


7 
 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/south-asia/why-chinas-maneuvers-in-nepal-politics-worry-india/articleshow/75562098.cms
https://nenow.in/neighbour/nepal/nepal-plans-to-relax-lockdown-restart-economy.html
https://thediplomat.com/2020/05/the-belt-and-road-in-sri-lanka-beyond-the-debt-trap-discussion/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/sri-lankas-poll-date-challenged-at-supreme-court/article31520744.ece
http://www.ft.lk/news/Australia-Sri-Lanka-defence-co-operation-in-response-to-COVID-19/56-699588


8 
 

？

https://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1187709.shtml
https://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1187696.shtml
https://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1187719.shtml
https://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1187713.shtml


9 
 

https://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1187727.shtml
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202005/07/WS5eb4032fa310a8b24115409b.html
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202005/06/WS5eb2ae2da310a8b241153c4d.html
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202004/29/WS5ea98136a310a8b241152b98.html


10 
 

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-05/08/c_139039973.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-05/06/c_139035887.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-05/03/c_139027664.htm
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/05/08/business/economy-business/pandemic-recession-spending/#.XrT4pWgzYdU
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/05/08/business/economy-business/pandemic-recession-spending/#.XrT4pWgzYdU


11 
 

https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/05/07/national/politics-diplomacy/coronavirus-world-leaders-online-diplomacy/#.XrT4tmgzYdU
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/05/08/national/politics-diplomacy/abe-trump-virus-response-drugs/#.XrT4vGgzYdU
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/05/08/national/politics-diplomacy/abe-putin-coronavirus/#.XrT5CWgzYdU
https://japantoday.com/category/politics/japan-to-change-location-of-missile-defense-system-amid-local-outcry
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/05/05/business/japan-manufacturing-asean-china-coronavirus-supply-chains/#.XrUol2gzYdU
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/05/05/business/japan-manufacturing-asean-china-coronavirus-supply-chains/#.XrUol2gzYdU
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/opinion/2020/05/03/commentary/world-commentary/scapegoating-the-who-as-the-cho/#.XrUpVmgzYdU


12 
 

http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20200508000581
http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2020/05/08/2020050801869.html
http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2020/05/07/2020050701103.html
http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2020/05/02/2020050200227.html
http://english.chosun.com/site/data/html_dir/2020/05/02/2020050200227.html
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/tech/2020/05/693_289190.html
https://www.defenceaviationpost.com/2020/05/us-defense-secretary-mark-esper-says-aggressive-behaviour-by-china-in-south-china-sea/
https://www.defenceaviationpost.com/2020/05/us-defense-secretary-mark-esper-says-aggressive-behaviour-by-china-in-south-china-sea/


13 
 

https://warontherocks.com/2020/05/weapons-viruses-and-the-new-defense-reality-in-southeast-asia/
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/05/07/chinese-hacking-group-naikon-reportedly-spying-on-asia-governments.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/05/07/chinese-hacking-group-naikon-reportedly-spying-on-asia-governments.html
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3083304/delayed-south-china-sea-talks-expose-chinas-complex
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3083304/delayed-south-china-sea-talks-expose-chinas-complex
https://www.voanews.com/east-asia-pacific/not-chinas-cup-tea-new-online-pan-asia-alliance-emerges-thai-chinese-meme-war
https://www.voanews.com/east-asia-pacific/not-chinas-cup-tea-new-online-pan-asia-alliance-emerges-thai-chinese-meme-war
https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/myanmar-sailors-arrested-in-china-for-smuggling
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/05/07/indonesia-calls-for-parties-to-exercise-self-restraint-in-south-china-sea-amid-pandemic.html


14 
 

 

https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/05/07/indonesia-calls-for-parties-to-exercise-self-restraint-in-south-china-sea-amid-pandemic.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/05/07/indonesia-calls-for-parties-to-exercise-self-restraint-in-south-china-sea-amid-pandemic.html
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Indonesia-asks-why-Chinese-fishing-ship-dumped-sailors-in-sea


15 
 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1555445
https://www.euronews.com/2020/05/05/uzbekistan-s-stateless-un-hails-landmark-move-allowing-50-000-to-apply-for-citizenship
https://www.euronews.com/2020/05/05/uzbekistan-s-stateless-un-hails-landmark-move-allowing-50-000-to-apply-for-citizenship
https://eurasianet.org/uzbekistan-moves-to-lower-cost-of-cotton-for-manufacturers
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-05/06/c_139033010.htm
https://www.accuweather.com/en/weather-news/dam-burst-displaces-over-70000-in-kazakhstan-and-uzbekistan/733431
https://astanatimes.com/2020/05/kazakhstan-calls-in-volunteers-to-form-paramilitary-covid-19-response-team/
https://astanatimes.com/2020/05/kazakhstan-calls-in-volunteers-to-form-paramilitary-covid-19-response-team/


16 
 

https://thediplomat.com/2020/04/understanding-sinophobia-in-central-asia/
https://menafn.com/1100130692/OSCE-appraises-Turkmenistans-counter-terrorism-strategy
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1671126/middle-east
https://english.mathrubhumi.com/news/nri/first-evacuation-flight-from-bahrain-carrying-177-keralites-to-arrive-in-kochi-today-1.4745512
https://timesofoman.com/article/3014606/oman/transport/covid-19-first-repatriation-flight-to-india-will-leave-with-170-passengers
https://timesofoman.com/article/3014606/oman/transport/covid-19-first-repatriation-flight-to-india-will-leave-with-170-passengers
https://in.reuters.com/article/usa-afghanistan-khalilzad/us-khalilzad-to-meet-taliban-in-qatar-visit-india-pakistan-idINL1N2CO1NX
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/world/kadhimi-is-new-iraq-pm-82091


17 
 

https://edition.cnn.com/2020/05/06/politics/trump-veto-iran-war-powers/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/07/us/politics/senate-war-powers-trump.html
https://indianexpress.com/article/world/israel-defence-ministry-coronavirus-vaccine-6395238/
https://indianexpress.com/article/world/israel-defence-ministry-coronavirus-vaccine-6395238/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/05/remove-patriots-military-assets-saudi-arabia-200507183258484.html
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/private-companies-looking-to-centre-to-allow-repatriation-of-more-indians-indian-envoy-to-saudi-arabia-1675199-2020-05-07
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/private-companies-looking-to-centre-to-allow-repatriation-of-more-indians-indian-envoy-to-saudi-arabia-1675199-2020-05-07
https://www.wsj.com/articles/turkey-blocks-foreign-banks-in-attempt-to-stem-currency-slide-11588875084


18 
 

https://www.aa.com.tr/en/africa/yemen-top-houthi-leader-killed-amid-fierce-battles/1833253


19 
 

 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-usa-test/trump-pence-test-negative-after-white-house-valet-contracts-coronavirus-idUSKBN22J2G3
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/05/07/coronavirus-trump-says-tests-are-overrated-but-will-get-tested-daily.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/07/trump-buries-cdc-report-coronavirus-reopening
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-hydroxychloroquine/malaria-drug-touted-by-trump-for-coronavirus-fails-another-test-idUSKBN22K0I9
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-52568405


20 
 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/07/global-report-deaths-are-price-of-reopening-says-trump-as-china-warns-risks-remain
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/07/global-report-deaths-are-price-of-reopening-says-trump-as-china-warns-risks-remain
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-52584193
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-companies-ppp-excl/exclusive-u-s-companies-got-emergency-government-loans-despite-having-months-of-cash-idUSKBN22J2WO
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-economy/great-depression-like-u-s-job-losses-unemployment-rate-expected-in-april-idUSKBN22K0E1
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-usa/michigan-california-move-to-reopen-factories-as-u-s-jobless-ranks-grow-idUSKBN22J2L9


21 
 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-usa-new-york/new-york-governor-extends-eviction-ban-to-protect-those-most-vulnerable-idUSKBN22J2N8
https://www.timesnownews.com/business-economy/industry/article/h-1b-spouses-get-relief-as-trump-administration-takes-u-turn-on-h-4-visas/588817
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/07/us/politics/senate-war-powers-trump.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/05/07/politics/trump-campaign-negative-ad/index.html


22 
 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-britain/uk-overtakes-italy-with-europes-highest-official-coronavirus-death-toll-idUSKBN22H0WH?il=0
https://www.ft.com/content/e37718a5-8e1c-4ef4-93c5-72801773ca39
https://www.bbc.com/news/business-52557191
https://www.euronews.com/2020/05/07/coronavirus-eu-regret-after-state-run-newspaper-china-daily-removes-covid-19-mention-from
https://www.euronews.com/2020/05/07/coronavirus-eu-regret-after-state-run-newspaper-china-daily-removes-covid-19-mention-from
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-britain-ferguson/scientist-advising-uk-government-on-coronavirus-steps-down-after-lockdown-breach-idUSKBN22H2PL?il=0
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-britain-ferguson/scientist-advising-uk-government-on-coronavirus-steps-down-after-lockdown-breach-idUSKBN22H2PL?il=0


23 
 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_800
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/07/eu-wants-uk-to-share-more-data-before-it-grants-access-to-crime-fighting-system
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/05/07/business/lufthansa-germany-bailout/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/06/world/europe/germany-merkel-coronavirus-reopening.html
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/italy-reports-274-new-deaths-govt-faces-divisions/1832954
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/05/barcelona-madrid-left-lockdown-spain-lifts-curbs-200507211505073.html


24 
 

 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-belarus-president-election/belarus-presidential-elections-to-be-held-on-august-9-belta-reports-idUSKBN22K0W3?il=0
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2020/05/08/putin-accepts-us-ventilators-as-russias-coronavirus-cases-surge-trump-a70217
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/africa/us-russia-working-to-put-syrian-militia-in-libya/1833230
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2020/05/05/putin-hands-world-war-ii-medal-to-north-koreas-kim-jong-un-a70185
https://tass.com/world/1154199
https://tass.com/world/1154199


25 
 

https://tass.com/politics/1154239


26 
 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/05/brazil-bolsonaro-send-troops-protect-amazon-rainforest-200507162912149.html
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/americas/brazil-tops-latin-america-in-confirmed-covid-19-cases/1831928
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/wireStory/mexico-auto-plants-reopen-country-weighs-virus-risks-70571314
https://www.aljazeera.com/ajimpact/showdown-deadline-nears-argentina-debt-deal-200507195301061.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-venezuela-security/venezuela-opposition-negotiated-maduro-overthrow-plan-with-security-firm-report-idUSKBN22J2QZ
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-venezuela-security/venezuela-opposition-negotiated-maduro-overthrow-plan-with-security-firm-report-idUSKBN22J2QZ


27 
 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/06/doctor-diplomacy-cuba-seeks-to-make-its-mark-in-europe-amid-covid-19-crisis
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/05/07/coronavirus-latin-america-trump/
https://www.theafricareport.com/27470/coronavirus-unpacking-the-theories-behind-africas-low-infection-rate/
https://www.wionews.com/world/african-nations-decry-racism-in-china-296866
https://www.somaliaffairs.com/news/au-un-welcome-probe-into-plane-crash-in-somalia/
https://africa.cgtn.com/2020/05/07/55-people-killed-as-heavy-rains-batter-rwanda/


28 
 

 

https://www.thenational.ae/world/mena/egypt-takes-dispute-over-ethiopia-s-nile-dam-to-security-council-1.1016342
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/africa/japan-to-donate-over-153-million-to-zimbabwe/1831627
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2020/05/06/pr20206-uganda-imf-executive-board-approves-us-million-disbursement-address-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2020/05/06/pr20206-uganda-imf-executive-board-approves-us-million-disbursement-address-the-covid-19-pandemic


29 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

       

 


