
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 



 
 

Founded in 1994, the Delhi Policy Group (DPG) is among India’s oldest think tanks with its primary 
focus on strategic and international issues of critical national interest. DPG is a non-partisan institution 
and is independently funded by a non-profit Trust. Over past decades, DPG has established itself in both 
domestic and international circles and is widely recognised today among the top security think tanks of 
India and of Asia’s major powers. 
 

Since 2016, in keeping with India’s increasing global profile, DPG has expanded its focus areas to include 
India’s regional and global role and its policies in the Indo-Pacific. In a realist environment, DPG remains 
mindful of the need to align India’s ambitions with matching strategies and capabilities, from diplomatic 
initiatives to security policy and military modernisation. 
 

At a time of disruptive change in the global order, DPG aims to deliver research based, relevant, reliable 
and realist policy perspectives to an actively engaged public, both at home and abroad. DPG is deeply 
committed to the growth of India’s national power and purpose, the security and prosperity of the 
people of India and India’s contributions to the global public good. We remain firmly anchored within 
these foundational principles which have defined DPG since its inception.  

This publication is a monthly analytical survey of developments and policy trends that impact India’s 
interests and define its challenges across the extended Indo-Pacific maritime space, which has become 
the primary theatre of global geopolitical contestation.  It is authored by Cmde. Lalit Kapur (Retd.), DPG 
Senior Fellow for Maritime Strategy, with the assistance of a team of DPG Research Associates 
comprising Anushka Nair, Angana Guha Roy, Antara Ghosal Singh, Libni Garg and Sanket Joshi, based 
on open source reports and publications.  Your comments and feedback may be addressed to Anushka 
Nair at anushka@dpg.org.in.  To subscribe, please click here.   

https://www.delhipolicygroup.org/
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After a considerable hiatus, the US is currently deploying three aircraft carrier battle groups in the 

Pacific. USS Theodore Roosevelt returned to full operational status, joining USS Ronald Reagan 

and USS Nimitz in patrolling the Pacific.  Chinese commentators described this as a display of US 

‘lack of confidence ’and claimed that the US Navy’s morale and combat capability had been 

impacted adversely by the pandemic.  

As the entire world and countries in the Indo-Pacific face an uncertain future in the midst of an 

unprecedented economic downturn caused by a still raging Covid-19 pandemic, China’s assertions 

across its extended neighbourhood continue unabated. Countries in the Indo-Pacific remain 

divided on whether to submit to China or to hedge against it. Those who have so far derived rents 

from economic ties with China without paying much heed to the strategic consequences are 
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increasingly being driven towards making consequential decisions, which could well shape the 

future of the region. The latest ASEAN Summit’s decisions mark an important step in standing up 

to China’s disregard for international order in the South China Sea and elsewhere. 



 

 


