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South Asia: Taliban representatives at the UN-led meet in Doha, July 1, 2024. Source: Ariana News 

Southeast Asia: Chinese Vice-Foreign Minister Chen Xiaodong and Philippine Foreign Undersecretary Theresa Lazaro at the 9th 

Meeting of their Bilateral Consultation Mechanism on the South China Sea in Manila on July 2, 2024. Source: 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of People’s Republic of China 

West Asia: External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar met Qatar’s Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin 

Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al Thani in Doha on June 30, 2024. Source: Official X Handle/Dr. S. Jaishankar 

Indian Ocean Region: Admiral Dinesh K Tripathi met his counterpart Admiral M Nazmul Hassan, CNS, Bangladesh Navy at the 
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South Asia 

by 

Shreyas Deshmukh 

 

 

The third round of U.N.-led talks to explore engagement with Afghanistan was 

held on June 30 and July 1 in Doha, Qatar.  Representatives from over 25 

countries, and at least five international organizations participated in the 

closed-door session. Participants agreed to continue to engage with 

Afghanistan while the UN ruled out recognising the de facto regime unless the 

Taliban ended curbs on women’s education and participation in public life. The 

Taliban delegation attended the meeting for the first time. India was 

represented JP Singh, Joint Secretary PAI division in the Ministry of External 

Affairs.  

On July 2, CPN (UML) Chairmen KP Sharma Oli and Nepali Congress Chairman 

Sher Bahadur Deuba  announced an alliance to from the new government. 

Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal ‘Prachanda’, Chairmen of CPN (MC) said 

he will not resign following the withdrawal of support by CPN (UML). 

Agreement, reached between Congress President Sher Bahadur Deuba and KP 

Sharma Oli, is set to see Oli becoming the Prime Minister for the next one and 

a half years, followed by Deuba for the remaining term until the next election. 

This development is set to collapse the government formed on March 4, led by 

Pushpa Kamal Dahal ‘Prachanda’. 

Following the approval by the IMF for the Extended Fund Facility Programme 

for Sri Lanka on March 20, 2023, the Official Creditors Committee (OCC) held 

talks among Sri Lanka’s bilateral creditors to finalize a plan for restructuring Sri 

Lanka’s debt. and signed the Memorandum of Understanding on debt 

restructuring on June 26. As one of the Co-Chairs of the OCC, along with 

France and Japan, India which was also the first creditor nation to convey 

financing assurances to IMF, paved the way for Sri Lanka to secure the IMF 

programme. On July 2, President Ranil Wickremesinghe announced in Sri 

Lanka’s Parliament that an agreement was reached on June 26 with Sri Lanka's 

official creditors about debt repayment. 

Other Developments 

UN reports nearly 600,000 Afghan migrants returned from Iran and Pakistan 

by May 2024 

PM Hasina: Bangladesh-India relationship is model for others 

Mahinda Rajapaksa meets Xi Jinping 

Fitch downgrades Maldives' long-term IDR to 'CCC+'  

https://www.voanews.com/a/un-talks-in-doha-end-recognition-remains-distant-dream-for-taliban-/7681320.html
https://www.khaama.com/diplomats-insights-on-first-day-of-doha-meeting-on-afghanistan/
https://www.khaama.com/diplomats-insights-on-first-day-of-doha-meeting-on-afghanistan/
https://www.newsonair.gov.in/mea-joint-secretary-j-p-singh-represents-india-at-un-led-conference-on-afghanistan-in-doha/
https://indianexpress.com/article/world/nepali-congress-deuba-cpn-uml-oli-deal-to-oust-pm-prachanda-new-alliance-9428392/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/south-asia/kp-sharma-oli-to-be-nepals-next-pm-congress-cpn-uml-strike-overnight-deal-to-form-new-coalition/articleshow/111418185.cms
https://www.mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/37909/MoU_on_debt_restructuring_between_Official_Creditors_Committee_and_the_Government_of_Sri_Lanka
https://www.dailymirror.lk/breaking-news/President-announces-June-26-debt-agreement-in-Parliament/108-286238
https://www.dailymirror.lk/breaking-news/President-announces-June-26-debt-agreement-in-Parliament/108-286238
https://www.khaama.com/un-reports-nearly-600000-afghan-migrants-returned-from-iran-and-pakistan-by-may-2024/
https://www.khaama.com/un-reports-nearly-600000-afghan-migrants-returned-from-iran-and-pakistan-by-may-2024/
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/foreign-affairs/350908/pm-hasina-bangladesh-india-relationship-is-model
https://www.dailymirror.lk/breaking-news/Mahinda-Rajapaksa-meets-Xi-Jinping/108-286079
https://avas.mv/en/141879
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Southeast Asia 

by 

Anshita Shukla 
 

The 9th meeting of the Bilateral Consultation Mechanism on the South China 

Sea (BCM), co-chaired by the Philippine Foreign Undersecretary Theresa 

Lazaro and the Chinese Vice-Foreign Minister Chen Xiaodong, was convened 

in Manila on July 2. This comes after the latest escalation between the Chinese 

coast guard and Philippine naval vessels in the Second Thomas Shoal on June 

17. The two countries held “frank and constructive discussions” and reaffirmed 

their commitment to de-escalating tensions in the South China Sea. The 

Department of Foreign Affairs of the Philippines stated that “both sides 

recognized that there is a need to restore trust, rebuild confidence, and create 

conditions conducive to productive dialogue and interaction”, according to the 

official statement. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs of Singapore, Dr Vivian Balakrishnan, made an 

official visit to Thailand from June 25-26, 2024.  During his visit, he met with 

Thai Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior Anutin Charnvirakul and 

Thai Minister of Foreign Affairs Maris Sangiampongsa. The leaders discussed 

the shared interest of Singapore and Thailand in developing carbon credits 

collaboration, digital economy, regional energy connectivity, and close 

defence cooperation. Dr. Balakrishnan officiated the opening of the 14th 

Coordinating Meeting of the Singapore–Thailand Civil Service Exchange 

Programme (CSEP14) themed “Embarking on a Green Partnership in a 

Digitalised Era”. He also called on the President of the Privy Council General 

Surayud Chulanont and Privy Councillor General Prayut Chan-o-cha. 

Other Developments 

Former Myanmar president makes rare trip to China 

Indonesia bets on Japan tie-up to boost its nascent hydrogen industry   

https://dfa.gov.ph/dfa-news/dfa-releasesupdate/35075-ph-china-convene-9th-bilateral-consultation-mechanism-on-the-south-china-sea
https://www.mfa.gov.sg/Newsroom/Press-Statements-Transcripts-and-Photos/2024/06/20240626-FMV-Thailand-CSEP
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/former-myanmar-president-makes-rare-trip-to-china
https://asia.nikkei.com/Business/Energy/Indonesia-bets-on-Japan-tie-up-to-boost-its-nascent-hydrogen-industry


 

India’s Proximity Archives | Vol. II, Issue 27  |     3 
 

India’s Proximity Archives | July 3, 2024 

East Asia  

by 

Jayantika Rao T.V. 

 
 

 

On June 27, it was reported that China’s Communist Party expelled former 

defence minister Li Shangfu and his predecessor Wei Fenghe for “serious 

violations of discipline”, a euphemism for corruption. Li was removed last 

October without explanation after he vanished from public view amid a series 

of high-level shakeups. Chinese authorities on June 27 made the first official 

confirmation that graft allegations are behind his dramatic disappearance. In 

another sign of the scale of the high-level purges, Li’s predecessor, Wei Fenghe, 

was also expelled from the Communist Party on the same day over alleged 

corruption.  

After Japanese Defense Minister Kihara Minoru announced at a press 

conference that Japan’s Air Self-Defense Force (ASDF) would conduct a series 

of joint drills with the air forces of Germany, France, and Spain in Japan in July, 

Russia publicly opposed this move. On June 29,  Russia’s Foreign Ministry, in a 

note on its website, said a protest had been issued to Japan’s Embassy in 

connection with the announcement. Russia said that Tokyo’s plans to hold 

joint military exercises on the island of Hokkaido and accused Prime Minister 

Fumio Kishida of placing his country “on a path to dangerous escalation.” 

Furthermore, the ministry stated, “We view such activity as a potential threat to 

the security of the Russian Federation”.   

On June 29, senior diplomats of South Korea and Japan reaffirmed their 

commitment to closely working together to deter North Korean threats amid 

the growing military cooperation between Russia and the North. First Vice 

Foreign Minister Kim Hong-kyun and Japanese Vice Foreign Minister 

Masataka Okano reached an understanding during a bilateral strategic 

diplomatic dialogue in Tokyo. They voiced “grave concerns” over Moscow and 

Pyongyang pledging mutual military assistance in a new treaty signed between 

their leaders at talks in Pyongyang last week. After their meeting, Seoul’s 

Foreign Ministry stated, “The two ministers shared the need for close 

coordination between South Korea and Japan, as well as trilaterally with the 

United States and together with the international community, to work to deter 

North Korean threats amid the serious security situation posed by the North’s 

deepening military cooperation with Russia”. 

 

https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/China-s-Communist-Party-expels-two-former-defense-ministers?dicbo=v2-dMpBGS8
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/China-s-Communist-Party-expels-two-former-defense-ministers?dicbo=v2-dMpBGS8
https://edition.cnn.com/2024/06/27/china/china-expels-former-defense-ministers-party-intl-hnk/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2024/06/27/china/china-expels-former-defense-ministers-party-intl-hnk/index.html
https://thediplomat.com/2024/06/japan-air-self-defense-force-to-hold-joint-drills-with-germany-france-spain-in-july/
https://thediplomat.com/2024/06/japan-air-self-defense-force-to-hold-joint-drills-with-germany-france-spain-in-july/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2024/06/29/japan/politics/russia-japan-nato-nations/
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2024/07/120_377689.html
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Other Developments 

U.S. Adds Four Firms To Trade Restriction List For China Military Links 

How ready is China’s military? Dramatic downfall of two defense ministers 

raises questions 

Japan’s Defense Ministry unveils first basic policy on use of AI 

Failed North Korean missile test may have fallen near capital Pyongyang, South 

Korea says 

Korea, Vietnam Host Business Forum To Promote Bilateral Economic Ties 

 

  

/Users/jayarao/Desktop/U.S.%20adds%20four%20firms%20to%20trade%20restriction%20list%20for%20China%20military%20links
https://edition.cnn.com/2024/07/01/china/china-defense-ministers-downfall-analysis-intl-hnk/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2024/07/01/china/china-defense-ministers-downfall-analysis-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2024/07/02/japan/sdf-cybersecurity/
https://edition.cnn.com/2024/07/01/asia/north-korea-failed-missile-test-south-korea-intl-hnk-ml/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2024/07/01/asia/north-korea-failed-missile-test-south-korea-intl-hnk-ml/index.html
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2024/07/120_377756.html
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West Asia  

by 

Sanket Joshi 
 

 

On June 30, External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar visited Qatar and met 

the country’s Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin 

Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al Thani. As part of the discussion, the two sides 

reviewed bilateral relations in areas such as trade, investment, energy, and 

technology, as well as regional and global issues, including the Gaza conflict.   

Iran's UN mission warned Israel that a full-scale military attack against 

Hezbollah in Lebanon would result in an obliterating war that would involve 

the entire axis of resistance. Hezbollah’s deputy leader Sheikh Naim Qassem 

stressed that the group would halt its attacks on Israel if a ceasefire is reached 

in Gaza. Meanwhile, the United States and the European Union warned 

Hezbollah not to engage in a conflict with Israel that is beyond the capabilities 

of the Lebanese militant group.    

As the war with Hamas rages on, Israel's Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 

asserted on June 27 that Iran seeks to topple regimes in Jordan and Saudi 

Arabia and that defeating Hamas is the first step to stopping their plans.     

Other Developments  

Report says IDF brass backing truce even if it leaves Hamas in power; PM: Won’t 

happen 

Russian oil imports surge to 13-month high, Saudi volumes crash to decade-

low 

 

 

  

https://www.mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/37917/Visit_of_External_Affairs_Minister_to_Qatar_June_30_2024
https://x.com/DrSJaishankar/status/1807395370558972342
https://x.com/DrSJaishankar/status/1807395370558972342
https://www.timesofisrael.com/irans-un-mission-threatens-obliterating-war-if-israel-launches-lebanon-offensive/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/irans-un-mission-threatens-obliterating-war-if-israel-launches-lebanon-offensive/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/hezbollahs-no-2-says-terror-group-will-halt-its-attacks-if-gaza-ceasefire-reached/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/us-europe-warn-hezbollah-against-war-youre-not-as-capable-as-you-think-you-are/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/pm-warns-visiting-former-us-officers-iran-seeks-to-conquer-jordan-saudi-arabia/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/report-says-idf-brass-backing-truce-even-if-it-leaves-hamas-in-power-pm-wont-happen/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/report-says-idf-brass-backing-truce-even-if-it-leaves-hamas-in-power-pm-wont-happen/
https://indianexpress.com/article/business/commodities/russian-oil-imports-surge-to-13-month-high-saudi-volumes-crash-to-decade-low-9427011/
https://indianexpress.com/article/business/commodities/russian-oil-imports-surge-to-13-month-high-saudi-volumes-crash-to-decade-low-9427011/
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Central Asia 

by 

Jayantika Rao T.V. 
 

In an interview with Xinhua on July 1, Kazakh President Kassym-Jomart 

Tokayev said the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) Summit 

participants (scheduled for July 4) will urge the international community to 

initiate an honest and open global dialogue, adopt a new security paradigm, 

create a fair economic environment, and take the necessary steps to maintain 

the planet’s cleanliness. Additionally, in the interview, Tokayev expressed his 

support for China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and praised President Xi 

Jinping’s concept of a community with a common destiny for humankind, 

which in the current international situation is gaining new relevance and is 

designed to promote the formation of an equal and multipolar world. 

In turn, in a letter published by the Kazinform news agency, China’s leader Xi 

Jinping noted: “China is now Kazakhstan’s largest trading partner and its top 

export destination on July 2. He also discussed the progress made in bilateral 

relations with Kazakhstan and outlined the growth he expects to discuss with 

President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev during his state visit to Kazakhstan as part 

of the SCO Summit. President Xi outlined plans to strengthen the 

comprehensive strategic partnership between China and Kazakhstan and map 

out a new blueprint for their future cooperation within the SCO 

framework.  The Chinese leader noted that the cooperation between China and 

Kazakhstan will be guided by four fundamental principles: mutual respect, 

good neighborly friendship, solidarity in trying times, and mutual benefit. 

These principles aim to ensure a sustained and steady growth of their bilateral 

relations. 

On July 1, Uzbek President Shavkat Mirziyoyev met with UN Secretary-General 

Antonio Guterres to discuss support for reforms in the country and the UN. 

During their talks, the two leaders discussed a range of topics, including 

promoting global and regional security, stability, and sustainable development. 

They also focused on expanding multifaceted cooperation between Uzbekistan 

and the UN and reviewed the progress of joint projects aimed at achieving the 

Sustainable Development Goals. Additionally, both leaders exchanged views on 

current national and regional situations. The president expressed support for 

the secretary-general's initiatives on promoting international security and 

stability, reforming the UN and its principal organs, and organizing the Summit 

of the Future in New York later this year. 

https://russian.news.cn/20240701/d6023af0920b498ebc3a1bf37d388bf1/c.html
https://astanatimes.com/2024/07/tokayev-outlines-kazakh-chinese-cooperation-vision-discusses-scos-goals-in-xinhua-interview/
https://timesca.com/sco-summit-tokayev-and-xi-laud-kazakhstan-china-ties/
https://timesca.com/sco-summit-tokayev-and-xi-laud-kazakhstan-china-ties/
https://astanatimes.com/2024/07/chinas-xi-outlines-vision-for-strengthening-china-kazakhstan-partnership-ahead-of-sco-summit/
https://astanatimes.com/2024/07/chinas-xi-outlines-vision-for-strengthening-china-kazakhstan-partnership-ahead-of-sco-summit/
https://english.news.cn/20240702/3df7f00ffc2a47d090ed7e060641afb1/c.html#:~:text=TASHKENT%2C%20July%202%20(Xinhua),said%20the%20presidential%20press%20service.
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Other Developments 

UN Chief to Deliver Peace Message during Central Asia Tour 

Turkmenistan to Start Cargo Transit via Iranian Railroads 

Kyrgyz Banks Restrict Money Transfers to Russia  

https://timesca.com/u-n-chief-to-deliver-peace-message-during-central-asia-tour/
https://timesca.com/turkmenistan-to-start-cargo-transit-via-iranian-railroads/
https://timesca.com/kyrgyz-banks-restrict-money-transfers-to-russia/
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Indian Ocean Region 

by 

Divya Rai 
 

Admiral Dinesh K Tripathi, Chief of the Naval Staff (CNS), Indian Navy arrived 

in Bangladesh for a four-day official visit from July 1-4. The CNS held bilateral 

discussions with his counterpart Admiral M Nazmul Hassan, Chief of the Naval 

Staff, Bangladesh Navy in Dhaka and reviewed the Passing Out Parade at 

Bangladesh Naval Academy (BNA) at Chittagong. The Admiral also called on 

Hon’ble Prime Minister of Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina on July 2. The visit aims 

to consolidate India - Bangladesh bilateral defence relations and explore new 

avenues for naval cooperation. 

The Indian Navy has undertaken port calls across the Indian Ocean Region 

(IOR) as part of its efforts to promote the collaborative vision of SAGAR. INS 

Sunayna entered Port Victoria, Seychelles on June 26 as part of her long-range 

deployment in the Southwest Indian Ocean Region.  

As part of her ongoing deployment to Africa and Europe, the Indian Navy's 

frontline frigate, INS Tabar, arrived at the port city of Alexandria, Egypt. The two 

Navies will conduct a Passage Exercise or PASSEX at sea. 

On June 29, as part of an operational deployment INS Ranvir arrived at 

Chattogram, Bangladesh. INS Ranvir will also participate in a Maritime 

Partnership Exercise (MPX)/ PASSEX with ships of the Bangladesh Navy. 

On June 29, third 25T Bollard Pull (BP) Tug, Bajrang was delivered to Indian 

Navy The construction and delivery of three 25T BP Tug was undertaken with 

M/s Shoft Shipyard Pvt Ltd (M/s SSPL), an MSME.  

Other Developments 

Indian Navy’s multi-role stealth frigate INS Shivalik arrived at Pearl Harbour in 

Hawaii to participate in 29th edition RIMPAC exercise.  

GRSE Ltd will build advanced ocean-going tug for Bangladesh navy.  

IMO sponsored maritime security training on control and compliance 

concluded in Mombasa, Kenya.  

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2029697
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2029191
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2029191
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2029177
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2029739
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2029739
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2029732
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2029512
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2029512
https://www.grse.in/press-releases-2024-25-quarter2/
https://maritimafrica.com/en/maritime-security-training-on-control-and-compliance-concludes-in-mombasa/
https://maritimafrica.com/en/maritime-security-training-on-control-and-compliance-concludes-in-mombasa/
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