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South Asia 

by 

Shreyas Deshmukh 

 

On September 8, Prime Minister Narendra Modi held a bilateral meeting with 

Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on the sidelines of the 18th G-20 

Leaders’ Summit held in New Delhi. The two leaders discussed issues related to 

political and security cooperation, border management, trade and 

connectivity, water resources, power and energy, development cooperation, 

and cultural and people-to-people ties. Both sides agreed to initiate 

negotiations on the Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) 

soon. PM Sheikh Hasina participated in the G-20 Leaders’ Summit as an invite 

of the host country. 

While speaking at the summit, PM Sheikh Hasina asked the G20 to continue 

providing duty-free, quota-free market access and extension of unilateral tariff 

preferences for countries transitioning from LDCs to developing nations. She 

also asked for the extension of the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of 

Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) waivers, for a significant period after 

graduation, to ensure a smooth and sustainable transition. 

Following the G-20 Leaders' Summit, French President Emmanuel Macron 

visited Bangladesh on September 10-11. During the discussion with PM Shaikh 

Hasina, President Macron said, “Based on democratic principles and the rule of 

law, in a region facing new imperialism, we want to propose a third way - with 

no intention to bully our partners or to lead them to an unsustainable scheme”. 

Both sides agreed to work towards taking the partnership to a “strategic” level 

and signed two bilateral agreements to enhance cooperation in the field of 

infrastructure and satellite systems.  

The Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov called on PM Sheikh Hasina 

during his first-ever visit to Bangladesh on September 7-8. He also held bilateral 

meetings with Bangladesh Foreign Minister AK Abdul Momen in which they 

agreed to strengthen trade and investment relations and also discussed the 

Rohingya issue. 

Presidential elections which were held in Maldives on September 9 had gone 

to a runoff after none of the eight candidates managed to secure over 50 per 

cent of votes. Incumbent President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih of the Maldivian 

Democratic Party (MDP) secured second place in the first round, while, PPM-

PNC presidential candidate, Dr. Mohamed Muizzu, emerged as the leading 

https://mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/37077/Prime_Minister_meets_HE_Sheikh_Hasina_Prime_Minister_of_Bangladesh
https://mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/37077/Prime_Minister_meets_HE_Sheikh_Hasina_Prime_Minister_of_Bangladesh
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/diplomacy/news/continue-duty-free-access-countries-graduating-ldcs-pm-3414751
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/macron-bangladesh-consolidate-frances-indo-pacific-push-3416116
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/diplomacy/news/dhaka-paris-taking-bilateral-relations-strategic-level-3416416
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/diplomacy/news/dhaka-paris-sign-bilateral-instruments-infrastructure-satellite-system-3416181
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/diplomacy/news/will-work-unison-stop-us-dictates-3413466
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/diplomacy/news/dhaka-moscow-intensifying-bilateral-trade-relations-3413356
https://avas.mv/en/135386
https://en.sun.mv/84600
https://avas.mv/en/135462
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contender, securing 46 per cent of votes. Speaker of the Parliament, Mohamed 

Nasheed, who formed a new party from a breakaway faction from the main 

ruling MDP, said that he can no longer reunite with President Solih. 

Other Developments 

Pakistan says Afghanistan building ‘unlawful structures’ along tense border 

Afghanistan meth trade surges as Taliban clamps down on heroin, UN report 

says 

Pakistan neutralises large-scale cross-border Taliban militant attack from 

Afghanistan, 4 soldiers killed 

The World Food Programme (WFP) said in a press release that it is “being forced 

to drop another 2 million hungry people from food assistance in Afghanistan 

in September 

  

https://en.sun.mv/84654
https://en.sun.mv/84654
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/9/11/pakistan-says-afghanistan-building-unlawful-structures-along-tense-border
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/afghanistan-meth-trade-surges-taliban-clamps-down-heroin-un-2023-09-10/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/afghanistan-meth-trade-surges-taliban-clamps-down-heroin-un-2023-09-10/
https://www.livemint.com/news/world/pakistan-neutralises-large-scale-cross-border-taliban-militant-attack-from-afghanistan-4-soldiers-killed-11694052030957.html
https://www.livemint.com/news/world/pakistan-neutralises-large-scale-cross-border-taliban-militant-attack-from-afghanistan-4-soldiers-killed-11694052030957.html
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-184966
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-184966
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-184966
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Southeast Asia  

by 

Anshita Shukla 
 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi of India participated in the 20th ASEAN-India 

Summit in Jakarta, Indonesia on September 7. He presented a 12-point 

proposal for strengthening India-ASEAN in areas of digital transformation, 

trade, and economic engagement, and for addressing challenges like terrorism. 

He affirmed India’s commitment to working “shoulder to shoulder with ASEAN 

for the progress of free and open Indo-Pacific and elevating the Voice of Global 

South”. PM Modi also attended the 18th East Asia Summit, convened in Jakarta, 

on September 7. In his address, Prime Minister Modi highlighted the need to 

uphold rules-based international order in the Indo-Pacific and the South China 

Sea. 

U.S. President Biden visited Vietnam on September 10 for a two-day official 

state visit. During his visit, the two sides upgraded their relationship to 

‘Comprehensive Strategic Partnership’, the highest level in Hanoi’s diplomatic 

hierarchy. The leaders agreed to enhance cooperation in cloud computing, 

semiconductors, and artificial intelligence. President Biden stated that 

“Vietnam and the United States are critical partners at a very critical time”. The 

White House unveiled the Vietnam Airlines' deal to buy 50 737 Max jets from 

U.S. plane maker Boeing worth $7.8 billion on September 11. 

Prime Minister Anthony Albanese visited Manila on September 8, making him 

the first Australian Prime Minister to travel to the Philippines on a bilateral visit 

since 2003. During his meeting with Philippines President Marcos Jr., the two 

sides signed a strategic partnership to bolster the economic alliance. The 

Australian Prime Minister characterised their partnership as “great friends” and 

expressed intent to take the relationship “to an even higher level”.  

Other Developments 

Myanmar receives first shipment of Russia's Su-30 fighter jets: Russian state 

news agency 

Philippines’ Marcos bucks use of ‘militia vessels’ to enforce South China Sea 

claims 

 

  

https://asean.org/20th-asean-india-summit-intensifies-dialogue-relations/
https://asean.org/20th-asean-india-summit-intensifies-dialogue-relations/
https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/renewable/pm-modi-presents-12-point-proposal-for-strengthening-india-asean-cooperation/103470260#:~:text=The%20prime%20minister%20presented%20a,contacts%20and%20deepening%20strategic%20engagement.
https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/renewable/pm-modi-presents-12-point-proposal-for-strengthening-india-asean-cooperation/103470260#:~:text=The%20prime%20minister%20presented%20a,contacts%20and%20deepening%20strategic%20engagement.
https://mea.gov.in/Speeches-Statements.htm?dtl/37068/English_translation_of_Prime_Ministers_Opening_remarks_at_the_20th_ASEANIndia_Summit
https://asean.org/18th-east-asia-summit-convenes-today-in-jakarta/
https://twitter.com/MEAIndia/status/1699651449993777660
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/09/10/us/politics/biden-vietnam-hanoi.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/09/10/us/politics/biden-vietnam-hanoi.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/biden-accused-sidelining-vietnam-india-rights-over-strategic-interests-2023-09-12/
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3234039/us-president-bidens-vietnam-visit-focus-upgrading-ties-supply-chips-and-key-minerals-honouring-john
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3233836/philippines-and-australia-sign-pact-amid-chinas-rising-clout-albanese-hails-great-friends
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/myanmar-receives-first-shipment-of-russias-su-30-fighter-jets-ria
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/myanmar-receives-first-shipment-of-russias-su-30-fighter-jets-ria
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/philippines-marcos-bucks-use-of-militia-vessels-to-enforce-south-china-sea-claims
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/philippines-marcos-bucks-use-of-militia-vessels-to-enforce-south-china-sea-claims
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West Asia  

by 

Sanket Joshi 
 

 

On the sidelines of the 18th G20 Summit held in New Delhi on September 9-10, 

the leaders of India, the United States, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, 

France, Germany, Italy, and the European Union announced a Memorandum 

of Understanding to establish an economic corridor connecting India, the 

Middle East, and Europe (IMEC). In his remarks, Prime Minister Modi described 

the proposed economic corridor as a beacon of cooperation, innovation, and 

shared progress across continents. President Biden stressed that IMEC is a 

“game-changing regional investment” that will stimulate economic 

development through enhanced connectivity. 

On September 11, Prime Minister Modi met with Saudi Crown Prince and Prime 

Minister Mohammed bin Salman to further strengthen India's partnership with 

Saudi Arabia. The two sides held the first Leaders’ Meeting of the India-Saudi 

Strategic Partnership Council during which they discussed bilateral 

cooperation in areas such as energy security, trade and investment, defence 

and security, healthcare, food security, and community welfare. 

Oil prices rose to a near-ten-month high of USD 88 per barrel due to tighter 

crude supply forecasts and OPEC's optimism about energy demand from major 

economies. Meanwhile, on the sidelines of the G20 Summit, Prime Minister 

Modi along with the Leaders of UAE, Singapore, Bangladesh, Italy, the US, 

Brazil, Argentina, and Mauritius launched ‘Global Biofuel Alliance’ that aims to 

promote sustainability through increased use of clean energy. 

As part of a prisoner swap agreement with Iran, the US reportedly allowed the 

transfer of USD 6 billion in Iranian funds from South Korea to Qatar, as well as 

committed to releasing five Iranian nationals detained in the US.      

         

  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/09/09/fact-sheet-world-leaders-launch-a-landmark-india-middle-east-europe-economic-corridor/#:~:text=Announced%20at%20the%20G20%20Leaders,sustainable%20and%20inclusive%20economic%20growth.
https://twitter.com/narendramodi/status/1700501885852262660
https://www.livemint.com/news/world/g20-summit-game-changing-regional-investment-says-joe-biden-on-india-middle-east-europe-economic-corridor-11694313200578.html
https://www.livemint.com/news/world/g20-summit-game-changing-regional-investment-says-joe-biden-on-india-middle-east-europe-economic-corridor-11694313200578.html
https://www.spa.gov.sa/en/d7c323eb4ej
https://www.spa.gov.sa/en/d7c323eb4ej
https://www.reuters.com/markets/commodities/oil-prices-stable-market-awaits-data-inventories-economy-2023-09-12/
https://www.reuters.com/markets/commodities/oil-prices-stable-market-awaits-data-inventories-economy-2023-09-12/
https://mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/37092/Launch+of+the+Global+Biofuel+Alliance+GBA
https://www.reuters.com/world/us-allows-6-billion-transfer-part-iran-prisoner-swap-2023-09-11/
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Other Developments  

Why India’s G20 leaders’ summit has an unprecedented Middle Eastern 

presence  

Turkey's President Erdogan opposes India-Middle East transport project 

G20 admits African Union as a permanent member 

GCC-Japan discuss free trade, economic cooperation 

  

https://www.arabnews.com/node/2370071/middle-east
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2370071/middle-east
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/turkey-erdogan-opposes-india-middle-east-corridor
https://www.reuters.com/world/g20-admit-african-union-permanent-member-new-delhi-summit-draft-declaration-2023-09-09/
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2369661/saudi-arabia
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China  

by 

Angana Guha Roy 
 

China praised the G20 New Delhi Leaders’ Declaration stressing that it has sent 

a "positive signal" to the world. China said the statement reflected its views and 

showed that the G20 was working together to tackle global challenges and 

promote development. China's delegation at the summit was led by Premier Li 

Qiang, after President Xi Jinping skipped the meeting.  

Amid border tensions with China, India’s Defence Minister Rajnath Singh 

inaugurated 90 border infrastructure projects that will provide all-weather 

connectivity to the strategic Tawang region of Arunachal Pradesh to the 

foundation stone for a key military airfield in eastern Ladakh’s Nyoma – across 

11 states and Union Territories. These projects will help in faster mobility of 

troops and equipment to the Line of Actual Control in case of a contingency 

while also improving overall connectivity for the population. Inaugurating the 

projects, Rajnath Singh said the Nyoma airfield “will act as a staging ground for 

Indian troops at forward posts in eastern Ladakh… and will be a game-changer 

for our armed forces”. 

Chinese Defence Minister Li Shangfu’s absence from the public eye in the past 

two weeks following President Xi Jinping’s recent statement indicating the 

need for “unity” within the military ignited speculations about his possible 

removal. The speculations have gained traction also because of the 

disappearance of ex-Foreign Affairs Minister Qin Gang and the demotion of 

two Rocket Force Commanders without much information. 

Nepal's Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal 'Prachanda' held extensive 

consultations ahead of his official visit to China in September, a trip aimed at 

maintaining a balance in ties with both neighbours - China and India. This will 

be his second foreign trip after assuming the office in December last year. 

According to media reports, during discussions held at the Prime Minister’s 

Office at Singha Durbar, the Prime Minister was advised to prioritize the 

establishment of balanced diplomatic ties with the neighbours, to review the 

implementation status of past agreements, to pay heed to security affairs of 

mutual concerns, and to promote Nepal's non-aligned foreign policy. 

Other Development 

Maldives president runoff on September 30, pro-China opposition candidate 

leads  

https://www.firstpost.com/explainers/an-absolute-success-how-us-russia-and-china-applauded-india-on-g20s-delhi-declaration-13113102.html
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/defence-minister-to-inaugurate-90-infrastructure-projects-attend-north-tech-symposium-in-jammu/article67297897.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/defence-minister-to-inaugurate-90-infrastructure-projects-attend-north-tech-symposium-in-jammu/article67297897.ece
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-global/chins-defence-minister-li-shangfu-missing-8936583/
https://www.indiatoday.in/world/story/nepal-prime-minister-prachanda-consults-experts-political-leaders-ahead-of-china-visit-2433885-2023-09-11
https://www.indiatoday.in/world/story/nepal-prime-minister-prachanda-consults-experts-political-leaders-ahead-of-china-visit-2433885-2023-09-11
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/south-asia/maldives-president-runoff-on-september-30-pro-china-opposition-candidate-leads/articleshow/103560315.cms?from=mdr
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/south-asia/maldives-president-runoff-on-september-30-pro-china-opposition-candidate-leads/articleshow/103560315.cms?from=mdr
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Central Asia 

by 

Jayantika Rao T.V. 
 

The 40th meeting of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Regional 

Anti-Terrorist Structure Council took place in Astana on September 8, 2023, 

with Kazakhstan as the new chair. It was attended by delegates of member 

states, while Belarus and Mongolia participated as observers. This marked Iran’s 

first official presence at the meeting since obtaining full membership of the 

SCO in July 2023. During the meeting, issues such as countering terror 

financing and illegal arms trafficking were discussed. The interim results of the 

“SCO member countries’ cooperation program against terrorism, separatism 

and extremism” for 2022-2024 were also reviewed. 

Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan Murat Nurtleu 

welcomed Hakan Fidan, newly appointed Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 

Republic of Türkiye, for an official visit to Kazakhstan on September 10-11. 

During the meeting, the parties discussed ways to deepen strategic ties 

between the two countries, including politics, trade, economy, investment, 

transport, logistics, culture and humanitarianism. At the joint press conference 

Minister Nurtleu emphasised the need to utilise the potential of the Trans-

Caspian Transport Corridor to expand transportation between the two 

countries.  

On September 7, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Kyrgyz Republic, 

Zheenbek Kulubaev, received the Executive Secretary of the Comprehensive 

Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organisation (CTBTO), Robert Floyd, who arrived in 

Kyrgyzstan to participate in the Regional Seminar “Strengthening the Nuclear 

Non-Proliferation Regime”. During the meeting, the parties exchanged views 

on topical issues of cooperation and furthering interaction between Kyrgyzstan 

and CTBTO.  

On September 5, the Turkmen Ambassador to Pakistan, Atajan Movlamov and 

the acting Pakistani Foreign Minister, Jalil Abbas Jilani, had a meeting to 

discuss joint energy projects and the current state of bilateral relations. They 

expressed their willingness to strengthen ties across various areas of mutual 

interest. Minister Jilani praised Turkmenistan’s foreign policy and emphasised 

the significance of the gas pipeline connecting the two nations with 

neighbouring countries like Afghanistan and India for Pakistan’s energy needs. 

He also underscored the importance of collaborative ventures such as TAPI 

https://www.gov.kz/memleket/entities/knb/press/news/details/615452?lang=kk
https://www.gov.kz/memleket/entities/knb/press/news/details/615452?lang=kk
https://en.isna.ir/news/1402061811029/Iran-s-1st-official-presence-at-SCO-Regional-Anti-Terrorist-Structure
https://en.isna.ir/news/1402061811029/Iran-s-1st-official-presence-at-SCO-Regional-Anti-Terrorist-Structure
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/shanghai-cooperation-organisation-holds-regional-anti-terrorist-structure-council-meeting-in-kazakhstan/2987060
https://www.gov.kz/memleket/entities/mfa/press/news/details/616632?lang=en
https://www.businesslend.com/news/kazakhstan-turkiye-eye-to-expand-supplies-via-middle-corridor/
https://www.azerbaycan24.com/en/kyrgyzstan-s-fm-meets-with-executive-secretary-of-comprehensive-nuclear-test-ban-treaty-organization/
https://caspiannews.com/news-detail/turkmenistans-ambassador-pakistani-fm-discuss-joint-energy-projects-2023-9-8-0/
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(Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India) and TAP (Turkmenistan-

Afghanistan-Pakistan) for Pakistan.  

Other Developments 

Erdogan to visit Kazakhstan in November  

Kazakhstan Seeks to Intensify Trade Cooperation with Eastern Countries 

Cabinet Chairman Japarov urges Kyrgyz citizens to sparingly use electricity in 

run up to winter shortage 

Deputy Foreign Minister of Turkmenistan meets with EU Special 

Representative for Afghanistan 

https://akipress.com/news:730580:Erdogan_to_visit_Kazakhstan_in_November/
https://astanatimes.com/2023/09/kazakhstan-seeks-to-intensify-trade-cooperation-with-eastern-countries/
https://akipress.com/news:730234:Cabinet_Chairman_Japarov_urges_to_sparingly_use_electricity_in_run_up_to_winter_shortage/
https://akipress.com/news:730234:Cabinet_Chairman_Japarov_urges_to_sparingly_use_electricity_in_run_up_to_winter_shortage/
https://akipress.com/news:730100:Deputy_Foreign_Minister_of_Turkmenistan_meets_with_EU_Special_Representative_for_Afghanistan/
https://akipress.com/news:730100:Deputy_Foreign_Minister_of_Turkmenistan_meets_with_EU_Special_Representative_for_Afghanistan/
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