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South Asia 

by 

Shreyas Deshmukh 

 

Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina attended the 15th BRICS Summit 

held in Johannesburg on August 22-24. On the sidelines of the summit, she 

held bilateral meetings with heads of the state of Brazil, Mozambique, Tanzania, 

and Iran to discuss enhancement of bilateral trade and investment relations. 

While discussing the outcome of her visit, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina stated 

there was no request from Bangladesh to become a member of BRICS right 

now. 

The 10th Bangladesh-United States bilateral Defence Dialogue was held in 

Dhaka on August 22-23.  Earlier, the US Embassy Spokesperson said, “the 

United States and Bangladesh share a vision to ensure the Indo-Pacific region 

is free, open, peaceful, and secure.” India also held the fifth Annual Defence 

Dialogue with Bangladesh on August 28 in Dhaka. Indian Defence Secretary 

Giridhar Aramane co-chaired the meeting with his Bangladeshi counterpart Lt 

Gen Waker-Uz-Zaman, Principal Staff Officer, Armed Forces Division. The talks 

covered the existing bilateral exercises as both sides agreed to increase the 

complexity of them. 

On August 25, the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) members expressed 

concerns about the presence and increased activity of terrorist groups in 

Afghanistan during the discussion of the 17th report of the Secretary-General 

on the threat posed by Daesh. UN counter-terrorism chief Vladimir Voronkov 

said that the situation in Afghanistan is growing increasingly complex and that 

some 20 different terrorist groups are present in Afghanistan. Meanwhile, the 

Taliban government has rejected the UN Security Council report and called for 

transparent involvement in such issues. 

A nationwide protest erupted in Pakistan over massive power bills. In the 

cabinet meeting held on August 29, the interim government could not come 

up with any relief measures. Meanwhile, the value of Pakistan’s currency keeps 

sliding. As of August 29, the price of USD was PKR 303.05 in the interbank 

exchange. It is affecting the price of energy products, petrol and high-speed 

diesel are estimated to go up by about PKR 9-10 per litre and PKR 18-20 per litre, 

respectively. 

  

https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/pm-leave-johannesburg-dhaka-today-3403351
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/diplomacy/news/pm-holds-bilateral-meetings-four-presidents-3402476
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/bangladesh-didnt-request-brics-membership-right-now-pm-3406106
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/diplomacy/news/bangladesh-us-defence-dialogue-begins-dhaka-3401311
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1952947
https://tolonews.com/index.php/afghanistan-184815
https://tolonews.com/index.php/afghanistan-184815
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/taliban-rebuffs-un-report-claiming-presence-of-terror-groups-in-afghanistan/2977276
https://www.dawn.com/news/1773023/govt-fails-to-douse-anger-as-citizens-burn-power-bills
https://www.dawn.com/news/1773029/dollar-holds-complete-sway-over-exchange-rate
https://www.dawn.com/news/1772814/govt-between-rock-and-a-hard-place-as-fuel-shock-looms
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Other Developments 

The United States has clarified that it agrees with the interpretative declaration 

added to the Millennium Challenge Corporation compact by the Nepali 

Parliament. 

The 5th Round of Sri Lanka - Thailand Bilateral Political Consultations was held 

on August 28 in Colombo. 

Pakistan Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar reconstituted three key 

committees of the federal cabinet including a downgrade of all important 

Cabinet Committee on Energy (CCoE) with a greater focus on Chinese 

investments.  

https://kathmandupost.com/national/2023/08/30/nepal-s-declaration-on-mcc-compact-gets-us-nod
https://kathmandupost.com/national/2023/08/30/nepal-s-declaration-on-mcc-compact-gets-us-nod
https://kathmandupost.com/national/2023/08/30/nepal-s-declaration-on-mcc-compact-gets-us-nod
http://www.colombopage.com/archive_23B/Aug29_1693252556CH.php
http://www.colombopage.com/archive_23B/Aug29_1693252556CH.php
https://www.dawn.com/news/1772078/pm-kakar-reshapes-cabinet-committees-with-focus-on-china
https://www.dawn.com/news/1772078/pm-kakar-reshapes-cabinet-committees-with-focus-on-china
https://www.dawn.com/news/1772078/pm-kakar-reshapes-cabinet-committees-with-focus-on-china
https://www.dawn.com/news/1772078/pm-kakar-reshapes-cabinet-committees-with-focus-on-china
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Southeast Asia  

by 

Anshita Shukla 
 

The Singapore Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong concluded a three-day official 

visit to Vietnam on August 29. During the visit, he met with Vietnam PM Pham 

Minh Chinh, Nguyen Phu Trong, General Secretary of Communist Party, 

Vuong Dinh Hue, National Assembly Chairman, and called on President Vo 

Van Thuong. The two sides concluded seven MoUs and bilateral agreements 

on connectivity, green economy, innovation, and skills development. 

The Philippines and Australia conducted their first-ever joint naval exercises in 

the South China Sea on August 25. The exercises were conducted at a naval 

base about 240 km (150 miles) east of Scarborough Shoal, seized by China from 

the Philippines in 2012. The exercises stimulated retaking an enemy-controlled 

island. Philippines President Marcos Jr. hailed the exercises as an “extremely 

important” example of close cooperation. 

On August 24, US Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin hosted Indonesian Defence 

Minister Prabowo Subianto at the Pentagon. The two sides discussed their 

mutual intention to increase defence capabilities “like fighter aircraft upgrades, 

new multi-role fighter aircraft, and additional fixed and rotary wing transport 

aircraft”. Secretary Austin reiterated the US' commitment “to bolster defence 

relationship” with Indonesia.  This comes in the same week as Indonesia 

announced a deal to buy 24 transport helicopters from Lockheed Martin. 

Other Developments 

South China Sea: Japan-based US forces aim to check Beijing’s ‘aggressive 

behaviour’, fleet commander says 

New Thai PM Srettha takes office, vows four years of change 

Myanmar expels top Timor-Leste diplomat 

  

https://www.mfa.gov.sg/Newsroom/Press-Statements-Transcripts-and-Photos/2023/08/230828_HanoiPMVPostMeeting#:~:text=Prime%20Minister%20(PM)%20Lee%20Hsien,of%20MOUs%20and%20bilateral%20agreements.
https://www.mfa.gov.sg/Newsroom/Press-Statements-Transcripts-and-Photos/2023/08/230828_HanoiPMVPostMeeting#:~:text=Prime%20Minister%20(PM)%20Lee%20Hsien,of%20MOUs%20and%20bilateral%20agreements.
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3232268/south-china-sea-philippine-australian-troops-practise-retaking-island-first-joint-drills
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3232375/south-china-sea-us-defence-chief-backs-indonesias-push-modernise-military
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3232375/south-china-sea-us-defence-chief-backs-indonesias-push-modernise-military
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3232375/south-china-sea-us-defence-chief-backs-indonesias-push-modernise-military
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3232501/south-china-sea-japan-based-us-forces-aim-check-beijings-aggressive-behaviour-fleet-commander-says
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3232501/south-china-sea-japan-based-us-forces-aim-check-beijings-aggressive-behaviour-fleet-commander-says
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/new-thai-pm-srettha-takes-office-with-royal-endorsement
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/myanmar-expels-top-timor-leste-diplomat-junta-asean-3727856
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West Asia  

by 

Sanket Joshi 
 

 

A number of world leaders, including those from the United Arab Emirates and 

Israel, congratulated Prime Minister Narendra Modi and the people of India on 

the success of ISRO’s “Chandrayaan-3” mission. Prime Minister Modi stated 

that “Chandrayaan's success augurs well for humanity, especially for the 

countries of the Global South”. Meanwhile, PM Modi expressed India’s support 

for the expansion and modernisation of the ‘BRICS’ and reiterated the necessity 

of reforming other global institutions that were established in the 20th century. 

Argentina, Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates 

have been invited to join the BRICS forum from January 1, 2024. 

In addition to providing a greater voice to the Global South, an expanded BRICS 

would enhance security in West Asia (Middle East), balance international 

energy markets, and improve food security. 

A day after the conclusion of the G20 Summit to be held in New Delhi on 

September 9-10, Saudi Arabia's Crown Prince and Prime Minister, Mohammed 

bin Salman, will visit India on September 11. Meanwhile, UAE’s DP World will 

reportedly invest USD 510 million to build a new container terminal at Kandla 

Port in India’s Gujarat state.   

Enhancing India's strategic ties with Egypt and the US, the Indian Armed 

Forces will participate in the multinational tri-services joint military exercise 

'Bright Star-23' that will take place in Egypt from August 31 to September 14.  

A meeting between Israel's Foreign Minister Eli Cohen and Libya's Foreign 

Minister Najla Al-Mangoush has caused a stir in Libya. In response to the 

uproar, Libya's Prime Minister, Abdul Hamid Dbeibeh, sacked Najla Al-

Mangoush. Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu reportedly instructed the 

country's ministers to obtain approval from the PMO before disclosing details 

about secret diplomatic meetings.   

    

  

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1951847
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1951845
https://twitter.com/BRICSza/status/1694735025160266229
https://mea.gov.in/Images/CPV/Declaration_2408.pdf
https://english.news.cn/20230825/1d02d7d4976f49c3aca1b69a242ad7a2/c.html
https://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202308/28/WS64ebd454a31035260b81e6ef.html#:~:text=Experts%20have%20hailed%20the%20entry,region%20long%20constrained%20by%20conflict.
https://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202308/28/WS64ebd454a31035260b81e6ef.html#:~:text=Experts%20have%20hailed%20the%20entry,region%20long%20constrained%20by%20conflict.
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/saudi-crown-prince-to-stay-back-after-g20-for-state-visit-on-september-11/articleshow/103114305.cms?from=mdr
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/saudi-crown-prince-to-stay-back-after-g20-for-state-visit-on-september-11/articleshow/103114305.cms?from=mdr
https://gulfnews.com/business/markets/dubais-dp-world-to-invest-510-million-in-indias-gujarat-state-1.1692984396276
https://gulfnews.com/business/markets/dubais-dp-world-to-invest-510-million-in-indias-gujarat-state-1.1692984396276
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1953147
https://edition.cnn.com/2023/08/28/middleeast/israel-libya-minister-dismissed-intl/index.html
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20230829-following-libya-uproar-israel-premier-orders-consent-before-covert-meetings-publicised/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20230829-following-libya-uproar-israel-premier-orders-consent-before-covert-meetings-publicised/
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Other Developments  

U.S. tells Israel mega-deal with Saudis must include concessions to Palestinians 

Saudi Arabia considers nuclear deal with China and Russia to put pressure on 

the US 

US lawmakers visit north-west Syria to highlight humanitarian catastrophe  

https://www.axios.com/2023/08/25/israel-saudi-normalization-megadeal-concessions-palestinians
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20230829-saudi-arabia-considers-nuclear-deal-with-china-and-russia-to-put-pressure-on-us/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20230829-saudi-arabia-considers-nuclear-deal-with-china-and-russia-to-put-pressure-on-us/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20230829-us-lawmakers-visit-north-west-syria-to-highlight-humanitarian-catastrophe/
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China  

by 

Angana Guha Roy 
 

India has lodged a strong protest with China over a new map that laid extensive 

claims on India’s territory in Aksai Chin and Arunachal Pradesh. Reacting to 

the reports, India’s foreign ministry spokesman Arindam Bagchi said in a 

statement, “We have today lodged a strong protest through diplomatic 

channels with the Chinese side on the so-called 2023 ‘standard map’ of China 

that lays claim to India’s territory” ...We reject these claims as they have no basis. 

Such steps by the Chinese side only complicate the resolution of the boundary 

question.” 

US Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo during her visit to Beijing on August 

29, said, the US and China have agreed to set up new channels of 

communication for economic and commercial issues. A new bilateral forum 

will be formed to discuss export control measures to reduce misunderstanding 

of national security policies. They also agreed to establish an “export control 

enforcement information exchange platform” to “reduce misunderstanding of 

US national security policies”. 

President Xi Jinping met with Bangladeshi Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on 

the sidelines of the BRICS Summit in Johannesburg. Xi Jinping noted that 

China and Bangladesh enjoy traditional friendship. He emphasized that China 

supports Bangladesh in safeguarding national sovereignty, independence and 

territorial integrity, and in opposing external interference, so that the country 

can maintain domestic unity and stability and achieve development and 

revitalization.  

A Chinese ship is likely to dock at the Colombo port in Sri Lanka. According to 

reports, the Lankan government has granted permission for the Chinese 

“research” ship ‘Shi Yan 6’ to dock amid Indian concerns. The ship is likely to 

call at the Colombo Port in October. 

Media Director of the Sri Lankan Ministry of Defence, Colonel Nalin Herath, 

said permission from the ministry has been given for the ship in question based 

on a request made by Lanka's Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the National 

Aquatic Resources Research and Development Agency (NARA). He said NARA 

is scheduled to conduct research with the Chinese research ship, and the date 

of the ship’s arrival in Sri Lanka is not yet confirmed. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-protests-chinas-map-claiming-indian-territory-mea-says-it-complicates-border-resolution/article67248870.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-protests-chinas-map-claiming-indian-territory-mea-says-it-complicates-border-resolution/article67248870.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-protests-chinas-map-claiming-indian-territory-mea-says-it-complicates-border-resolution/article67248870.ece
https://www.wsj.com/world/china/u-s-and-china-take-steps-to-ease-tensions-over-export-control-policies-raimondo-says-1c671436
https://www.wsj.com/world/china/u-s-and-china-take-steps-to-ease-tensions-over-export-control-policies-raimondo-says-1c671436
http://in.china-embassy.gov.cn/eng/zgxw/202308/t20230828_11133594.htm#:~:text=Xi%20Jinping%20emphasized%20that%20China,and%20achieve%20development%20and%20revitalization.
https://www.news18.com/world/despite-indias-concerns-sri-lanka-gives-permission-for-chinese-research-ship-to-dock-in-october-8553942.html
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Other Developments 

Bhutan, China Set up a Technical Team on Delimitation of Boundary 

  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/china-bhutan-hold-first-meeting-on-delimitation-of-boundary-agree-to-speed-up-border-resolution/article67233679.ece
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Central Asia 

by 

Jayantika Rao T.V. 
 

The Eurasian Intergovernmental Council meeting was held on August 24-25 

under the Russian chairmanship of the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU). 

Members discussed ways to deepen integration processes within the EAEU and 

the strategic vectors of the Union’s medium and long-term development. The 

Prime Minister of Kazakhstan, Alikhan Smailov, highlighted the significance of 

staying true to the Union’s objectives and ensuring its members reap the 

tangible benefits of integration.  

A report published by Bloomberg on August 25, revealed that Kazakhstan, the 

world’s biggest uranium producer, intends to file a legal demand to make it 

eligible for a seat on the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) board. 

According to a statement shared among top diplomats, Kazakhstan's exclusion 

from the IAEA's primary decision-making council is “deeply discouraging” and 

goes against “the fundamental principle of equality”. Despite its efforts in the 

past, Kazakhstan has not been able to join the IAEA's regional grouping, along 

with other Central Asian countries like Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, 

and Kyrgyzstan.  

On August 28, French President Emmanuel Macron vowed to launch a new 

diplomatic initiative to up the pressure on Azerbaijan over its blockade of the 

Armenian-controlled areas of Nagorno-Karabakh. Without giving any details 

regarding the initiative, President Macron told a conference of French 

ambassadors, “We will demand full respect for the Lachin humanitarian 

corridor, and we will again launch a diplomatic initiative internationally to 

increase pressure on this issue.  

Following Macron’s statement, Azerbaijani Foreign Ministry Spokesman 

Aykhan Hajizada said, “French President Emmanuel Macron’s biased views 

reiterated during the Ambassadorial Conference of August 28 undermine the 

peace process while creating the wrong impression on the current situation in 

the regional and unilaterally defending Armenia. He also claimed that Macron’s 

statements “attests to the erroneous policy of France”. 

On August 28, official Kyrgyz-Palestinian negotiations began at the Ala-Archa 

State Residence (Kyrgyzstan), where a wide range of issues on developing 

cooperation between the two countries was discussed. During the talks, an 

understanding was reached of the importance of further strengthening the 

http://government.ru/en/news/48682/
https://eec.eaeunion.org/news/v-armenii-proshlo-zasedanie-evraziyskogo-mezhpravitelstvennogo-soveta/
https://primeminister.kz/en/news/people-and-business-communities-of-eaeu-countries-to-feel-concrete-benefits-from-integration-alikhan-smailov-25226
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2023-08-25/top-uranium-producer-wants-to-shake-up-nuclear-decision-making?in_source=embedded-checkout-banner&leadSource=uverify%20wall#xj4y7vzkg
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/europe/macron-promises-new-initiative-to-pressure-azerbaijan-on-karabakh/articleshow/103142960.cms?from=mdr
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/europe/macron-promises-new-initiative-to-pressure-azerbaijan-on-karabakh/articleshow/103142960.cms?from=mdr
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/azerbaijan-says-french-president-s-biased-views-on-karabakh-undermine-peace-process-with-armenia/2977901
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/azerbaijan-says-french-president-s-biased-views-on-karabakh-undermine-peace-process-with-armenia/2977901
https://mfa.gov.kg/en/zhogorku-menyu/press-kyzmaty/novosti/kyrgyz-respublikasynyn-zhana-palestina-mamleketinin-tyshky-sayasiy-vedomstvolorunun-bashchylarynyn-degeelinde-rasmiy-kyrgyz-palestin-sylshlr-bashtaldy
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political dialogue and intensifying interaction in various areas. Considering the 

existing opportunities, the heads of the foreign ministries expressed their 

mutual interest in developing bilateral cooperation in multiple fields. Bilateral 

documents on cooperation in healthcare, culture, and agriculture and between 

the foreign ministries and national news agencies of the two countries were 

also signed.  

Other Developments 

Kazakhstan to Share Best Practices in Digital Government with Tajikistan 

Military Contingent Of Kyrgyz Armed Forces To Participate In CSTO Exercises 

In Belarus  

Kazakhstan’s 40-Year History of Nuclear Testing: Call to Action for 

Nonproliferation Education

https://mfa.gov.kg/en/Main-menu/Press-service/Attached-news/sostoyalis-politicheskie-konsultacii-mezhdu-vneshnepoliticheskimi-vedomstvami-kyrgyzskoy-respubliki-i-gosudarstva-palestina
https://astanatimes.com/2023/08/kazakhstan-to-share-best-practices-in-digital-government-with-tajikistan/
http://en.kabar.kg/news/military-contingent-of-kyrgyz-armed-forces-to-participate-in-csto-exercises-in-belarus/
http://en.kabar.kg/news/military-contingent-of-kyrgyz-armed-forces-to-participate-in-csto-exercises-in-belarus/
https://astanatimes.com/2023/08/kazakhstans-40-year-history-of-nuclear-testing-call-to-action-for-nonproliferation-education/
https://astanatimes.com/2023/08/kazakhstans-40-year-history-of-nuclear-testing-call-to-action-for-nonproliferation-education/
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