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South Asia 

by 

Shreyas Deshmukh 

 

The President of Sri Lanka, Ranil Wickremesinghe visited India on July 21. 

During the visit, he held “productive and outcome-oriented” bilateral 

interaction with Prime Minister Narendra Modi. In a press statement PM Modi 

said that both countries have decided to expedite work on ‘connecting the 

electricity grids, feasibility study for petroleum pipeline, feasibility study to 

build a land bridge and fintech connectivity to launch UPI in Sri Lanka.’ As an 

immediate outcome of the visit, India and Sri Lanka signed five 

MoUs/agreements including cooperation in the field of renewable energy and 

economic development projects in Trincomalee. 

US CENTCOM Chief General Michael Erik Kurilla held a meeting with Pakistan 

Chief of Army Staff General Asim Munir in Rawalpindi on July 24. In light of 

the fact that both leaders expressed a desire to further enhance bilateral 

relations in all fields, the developments in Afghanistan and the security 

situation in Pakistan could have also been discussed. On July 25, US Secretary 

of State Antony Blinken discussed Pakistan's economy and Afghanistan-

related issues with Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari in a telephonic call. 

Earlier, US State Department’s spokesperson Matthew Miller said that the US 

retains the ability to conduct its own operations against terrorism in the Pak-

Afghan region and does not depend on the Taliban’s promises to keep terrorists 

out of Afghanistan.  

In an effort to restructure its economy, on July 24, Pakistan gave initial approval 

for signing a framework agreement with the UAE to hand over two more 

Karachi port terminals, including the development of a new multipurpose 

cargo terminal. Pakistan and Azerbaijan signed an agreement on July 24 for the 

procurement of LNG. Under the agreement, Azerbaijan will offer 12 low-cost 

LNG cargoes to Pakistan on flexible terms for one year. Meanwhile, US Principal 

Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for South and Central Asia Elizabeth Horst 

said that there is no quick fix to Pakistan’s economic problems unless it follows 

the IMF programme, and the US continue to support this arrangement as it 

provides a breathing space to the country.  

  

https://mea.gov.in/bilateral-documents.htm?dtl/36864/Promoting_Connectivity_Catalysing_Prosperity_IndiaSri_Lanka_Economic_Partnership_Vision
https://mea.gov.in/Speeches-Statements.htm?dtl/36862/English_translation_of_Press_Statement_by_Prime_Minister_Shri_Narendra_Modi_during_the_visit_of_the_President_of_Sri_Lanka_to_India
https://mea.gov.in/Speeches-Statements.htm?dtl/36862/English_translation_of_Press_Statement_by_Prime_Minister_Shri_Narendra_Modi_during_the_visit_of_the_President_of_Sri_Lanka_to_India
https://mea.gov.in/bilateral-documents.htm?dtl/36867/List_of_Outcomes_Official_Visit_of_the_President_of_Sri_Lanka_to_India
https://mea.gov.in/bilateral-documents.htm?dtl/36867/List_of_Outcomes_Official_Visit_of_the_President_of_Sri_Lanka_to_India
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2427668/coas-centcom-chief-discuss-regional-security
https://www.thenews.com.pk/latest/1093946-blinken-bilawal-discuss-pakistans-economic-recovery-afghanistan-related-issues
https://www.dawn.com/news/1766092/us-retains-ability-to-counter-terrorism-in-pak-afghan-region-state-dept
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2427736/two-more-karachi-port-terminals-to-be-signed-off-to-uae
https://gulfnews.com/world/asia/pakistan/pakistan-signs-lng-procurement-agreement-with-azerbaijan-bolstering-energy-cooperation-1.97173165
https://www.dawn.com/news/1766322/no-quick-fix-to-pakistans-economic-problems-elizabeth-horst
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Other Developments 

Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Uzbekistan on July 18 signed a tripartite railway 

project connecting the three countries 

Kabul refuses to take action against TTP, urges Pakistan to pursue dialogue 

Second Meeting of Maldives-India Joint Working Group on Counter-

Terrorism, Countering Violent Extremism and De-radicalisation held on July 

24 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina offered Nepal the use of its newly constructed 

Payra Port during a meeting with her Nepalese counterpart Pushpa Kamal 

Dahal on July 25  

https://www.khaama.com/afghanistan-pakistan-uzbekistan-sign-tripartite-railway-project/
https://www.khaama.com/afghanistan-pakistan-uzbekistan-sign-tripartite-railway-project/
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2427390/kabul-refuses-to-take-action-against-ttp-urges-pakistan-to-pursue-dialogue
https://mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/36875/Second_Meeting_of_MaldivesIndia_Joint_Working_Group_on_CounterTerrorism_Countering_Violent_Extremism_and_Deradicalisation
https://mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/36875/Second_Meeting_of_MaldivesIndia_Joint_Working_Group_on_CounterTerrorism_Countering_Violent_Extremism_and_Deradicalisation
https://mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/36875/Second_Meeting_of_MaldivesIndia_Joint_Working_Group_on_CounterTerrorism_Countering_Violent_Extremism_and_Deradicalisation
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/nepal-can-use-payra-port-if-it-wants-3378536
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/nepal-can-use-payra-port-if-it-wants-3378536
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/nepal-can-use-payra-port-if-it-wants-3378536
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Southeast Asia  

by 

Anshita Shukla 
 

On July 24, Philippines President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. delivered his second 

State of the Nation address. Amidst rising tensions with China in the South 

China Sea, in the address he stressed on upholding the territorial integrity and 

sovereignty of the Philippines. “We will protect our sovereign rights and 

preserve our territorial integrity, in defence of a rules-based international 

order”, stated the President. 

The US has imposed sanctions on individuals and cut aid to Cambodia after a 

landslide victory by Prime Minister Hun Sen’s party. This comes after the 

spokesperson of the US State Department Matthew Miller characterised the 

results as “neither free nor fair.”  The US alleged a “pattern of threats and 

harassment against the political opposition” to undermine the electoral process 

of the country. The United States has taken steps “to impose visa restrictions on 

individuals who undermined democracy and implemented a pause of certain 

foreign assistance programs.” However, the State Department has not specified 

the details of the targeted individuals and programs for the new sanctions. 

A midlevel Taliban delegation visited Indonesia this week “to improve 

relations” with Afghanistan. The Indonesian Foreign Minister stated that the 

Taliban did not meet the foreign ministry and was in the country for “internal 

activities with their mission.” It has been reported that the delegation is also 

scheduled to visit Malaysia in the upcoming weeks. 

The Philippines is preparing a contingency plan for a possible Taiwan invasion 

in the future, as informed by Defence Secretary Gilbert Teodoro. Given its 

geographical proximity to Taiwan, Teodoro stated that “we continue to plan on 

all contingencies not merely any flashpoint between China and Taiwan, but 

any contingency within the theatre”. While the Defence Secretary did not 

provide specific details about the contingency measures, he did state that a 

“multi-agency effort and not only a defence effort” is being planned. 

Other Developments 

Indonesia’s Jokowi to reaffirm support for Ganjar Pranowo as presidential 

election nears 

Seah Kian Peng to be nominated as Singapore’s new parliament speaker amid 

political scandals  

https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Marcos-vows-to-protect-Philippine-territory-in-key-policy-speech
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Hun-Sen-s-Cambodia/U.S.-says-Cambodia-vote-neither-free-nor-fair-unveils-sanctions
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Taliban-visits-Indonesia-in-attempt-to-gain-global-recognition
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3228322/philippines-says-working-contingency-plan-possible-taiwan-invasion
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3228445/seah-kian-peng-be-nominated-singapores-new-parliament-speaker-amid-political-scandals
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3228445/seah-kian-peng-be-nominated-singapores-new-parliament-speaker-amid-political-scandals
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West Asia  

by 

Sanket Joshi 
 

 

The Israeli Knesset (Parliament) passed the ‘Reasonableness Bill’ as part of 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's judicial reforms on July 24, sparking 

protests across Israel. It would prevent the Israeli Supreme Court from striking 

down government decisions on the basis that they are “unreasonable”. As the 

bill was passed with the slimmest possible majority, the US criticised it as 

“unfortunate”. 

In order to deter Iranian attacks on commercial ships in the Gulf, the US has 

deployed more warships and marines to the Middle East. In the meantime, the 

Iranian Navy and the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) have received 

deliveries of the ‘Abu Mahdi’ cruise missile with a range of 1000 kilometers. The 

missile is named after Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, who was killed in a US drone 

strike in January 2020 alongside General Qassem Soleimani.  

Iraq's Shia religious and political leader Muqtada al-Sadr's supporters stormed 

the Swedish embassy in Baghdad on July 20, angered by the burning of the 

Quran in Sweden. A copy of the Quran was also burned outside the Iraqi 

embassy in Denmark. In light of these developments, Iraq called upon the 

European Union to “reconsider the so-called freedom of expression and the 

right to demonstrate”. The Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) has 

suspended Sweden’s Special Envoy status to the organisation.  

[ 

Other Developments  

 

Is China’s Greater Bay Area ‘the future of Asia’? Saudi diplomat says investors 

can bet on it 

Iran helping Russia build drone stockpile that is expected to be ‘orders of 

magnitude larger’ than previous arsenal, US says 

Turkiye working against end of Black Sea grain deal and resulting fallout: 

President 

PM Netanyahu to meet President Erdogan in Türkiye, a first visit for Israel PM 

in 15 years 

US says Russian plane hit American drone with flare over Syria  

https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/article-752196
https://www.israelhayom.com/2023/07/24/an-explainer-what-is-the-judicial-reform-and-why-is-it-controversial/
https://www.israelhayom.com/2023/07/24/an-explainer-what-is-the-judicial-reform-and-why-is-it-controversial/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/7/24/us-calls-israels-passage-of-judicial-overhaul-law-unfortunate
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/7/24/us-calls-israels-passage-of-judicial-overhaul-law-unfortunate
https://www.wsj.com/articles/u-s-sending-more-warships-marines-to-middle-east-amid-rising-tensions-with-iran-dfc3a048
https://en.irna.ir/news/85180394/Iran-naval-forces-receive-dozens-of-cruise-missiles
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2023/07/iran-unveils-new-ballisticsol-missile-after-us-deployment-gulf
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/7/20/protesters-storm-swedish-embassy-in-baghdad-over-quran-burning
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/7/24/two-protesters-burn-quran-outside-iraqi-embassy-in-denmark
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/7/24/two-protesters-burn-quran-outside-iraqi-embassy-in-denmark
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/7/24/two-protesters-burn-quran-outside-iraqi-embassy-in-denmark
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20230724-oic-suspends-swedens-special-envoy-status/
https://www.scmp.com/economy/china-economy/article/3228081/chinas-greater-bay-area-future-asia-top-saudi-diplomat-says-investors-can-bet-it
https://www.scmp.com/economy/china-economy/article/3228081/chinas-greater-bay-area-future-asia-top-saudi-diplomat-says-investors-can-bet-it
https://edition.cnn.com/2023/07/25/politics/us-russia-iran-drones/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2023/07/25/politics/us-russia-iran-drones/index.html
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20230721-turkiye-working-against-end-of-black-sea-grain-deal-and-resulting-fallout-president/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20230721-turkiye-working-against-end-of-black-sea-grain-deal-and-resulting-fallout-president/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20230721-netanyahu-to-meet-erdogan-in-turkiye-a-first-visit-for-israel-pm-in-15-years/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20230721-netanyahu-to-meet-erdogan-in-turkiye-a-first-visit-for-israel-pm-in-15-years/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20230725-us-says-russia-plane-hit-drone-with-flare-over-syria/
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China  

by 

Angana Guha Roy 
 

On July 25, China removed its foreign minister Qin Gang after less than a year 

in office, following a month-long absence from public view. He has been 

replaced by his predecessor Wang Yi, following weeks of speculation that Qin 

Gang had suddenly fallen out of favour with the CPC. China's National People's 

Congress (NPC) did not provide any explanation for Qin Gang's removal.  

China's top leaders in a meeting of the CPC Politburo on July 22 said the 

country's economy was facing “new difficulties and challenges”. “The meeting 

pointed out that the current economic operation is facing new difficulties and 

challenges, mainly due to insufficient domestic demand, operational 

difficulties for some enterprises, high risks and hidden dangers in key areas, 

and a complex and severe external environment”. 

India’s National Security Advisor Ajit Doval met top Chinese diplomat Wang Yi, 

and discussed bilateral ties between India and China on the sidelines of the 

Friends of BRICS meeting on July 22, in South Africa. Talking about the 

situation along the Line of Actual Control (LAC), NSA Doval said that the 

strategic trust between the two countries has been “eroded” since 2020. “The 

situation along the LAC in the Western Sector of the India-China boundary 

since 2020 has eroded strategic trust and the public and political basis of the 

relationship,” the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) quoted NSA Doval as 

saying. 

China has pledged to provide 8 million Yuan grant assistance to Nepal for the 

agricultural sector. The decision was taken during a meeting between House 

of Representatives Speaker Devraj Ghimire and Yuan Jiajun, a politburo 

member of the Communist Party of China (CPC), on July 22. Yuan arrived on a 

three-day visit to Nepal, leading a 26-member delegation. Visiting Chinese 

leader Yuan pledged to provide 8 million Yuan (NRs 14.5 million/INR 9.16 crore) 

assistance to Nepal for the promotion of the agriculture sector in all the seven 

provinces across the country. 

Other Developments 

US Dismisses China's Rejection of UN Accusations of Arms Transfers to 

Myanmar 

Bangladesh, Brahmaputra serve as proxy for Sino-Indian conflict  

https://english.news.cn/20230725/63acc0b9907a416baa336b5e777a4aaa/c.html
https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/chinas-economy-facing-new-difficulties-say-top-leaders-4236581
https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/chinas-economy-facing-new-difficulties-say-top-leaders-4236581
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/ajit-doval-india-china-military-standoff-wang-yi-diplomat-lac-2411398-2023-07-25
https://www.deccanherald.com/international/world-news-politics/china-pledges-8-million-yuan-assistance-to-nepal-for-agricultural-sector-1240534.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/us-dismisses-china-s-rejection-of-un-accusations-of-arms-transfers-to-myanmar-/7194875.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/us-dismisses-china-s-rejection-of-un-accusations-of-arms-transfers-to-myanmar-/7194875.html
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Asia-s-Age-of-Hydropolitics/Bangladesh-Brahmaputra-serve-as-proxy-for-Sino-Indian-conflict
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Central Asia 

by 

Jayantika Rao T.V. 
 

The first-ever Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) – Central Asia Summit took 

place in Jeddah on July 19. The leaders announced the action plan adopted by 

the GCC and the Central Asian countries for the period of 2023-2027, which 

included political and security dialogue, economic cooperation and 

investment opportunities, and the establishment of effective partnerships 

between the business sectors.  

Crown Prince and Prime Minister of Saudi Arabia, Mohammed bin Salman 

stated, “the challenges facing our world today require that we exert all efforts to 

strengthen cooperation among our countries to achieve regional security and 

stability”, stressing the importance of “sovereignty, independence and values 

of each country and the principle of non-interference in the international 

affairs of any”.  

President of Kazakhstan, Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, noted “Synergy of Central 

Asia’s potential and the enormous opportunities of the Gulf countries can set a 

higher level to our multifaceted partnership. While President Tokayev 

commended the dynamic trade between Central Asia and the GCC, he stated 

that the trade figures have yet to demonstrate the real potential. Therefore, 

emphasised on the need to increase the range of goods to boost mutual trade, 

expressing Kazakhstan’s readiness to step up exports to the Gulf countries in 

100 commodities worth USD 400 million in the shortest possible time. 

Furthermore, he also reiterated his proposal at the recent SCO Summit to host 

an international energy forum in Kazakhstan, inviting oil and gas exporters of 

the Gulf member states to participate.  

The theme of the Rock 2023 drills, which will be held in the Minsk Region from 

September 1-6 under the aegis of the Collective Security Treaty Organisation 

(CSTO), will be a “clean-up operation following an accident at a nuclear facility 

with the engagement”. Belarusian Emergencies Minister Vadim Sinyavsky said 

that the drills are to manage “the process, the defence plans, internal and 

external, which will be worked out in training in the event of such accidents”.  

  

https://astanatimes.com/2023/07/gcc-central-asian-summit-sets-unprecedented-regional-cooperation-model-says-kaziss-expert/
https://www.spa.gov.sa/en/5667fc9af0y
https://www.spa.gov.sa/en/5667fc9af0y
https://astanatimes.com/2023/07/president-tokayev-sets-out-priority-areas-for-closer-interaction-between-gulf-countries-and-central-asia/
https://tass.com/defense/1651343
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Other Developments 

Azerbaijan Hosts Shusha Global Media Forum  

Swiss Initiative Promotes Water Cooperation in Central Asia 

Ministries of Labour of Kyrgyzstan and South Korea sign memorandum of 

Cooperation  

Kazakhstan adopts visa-free entry system for GCC countries at GCC-Central 

Asia Summit 

Deputy Head of the Cabinet of Ministers and Head of State National Security 

Kamchybek Tashiev says no border incidents with Tajikistan occurred in the 

past six months  

 

 

 

https://astanatimes.com/2023/07/azerbaijan-hosts-shusha-global-media-forum/
https://astanatimes.com/2023/07/swiss-initiative-promotes-water-cooperation-in-central-asia/
https://akipress.com/news:722491:Ministries_of_Labor_of_Kyrgyzstan_and_Korea_sign_memorandum_of_cooperation/
https://akipress.com/news:722491:Ministries_of_Labor_of_Kyrgyzstan_and_Korea_sign_memorandum_of_cooperation/
https://www.zawya.com/en/economy/gcc/kazakhstan-adopts-visa-free-entry-system-for-gcc-countries-president-tells-gcc-central-asia-summit-ejgwqw3y
https://www.zawya.com/en/economy/gcc/kazakhstan-adopts-visa-free-entry-system-for-gcc-countries-president-tells-gcc-central-asia-summit-ejgwqw3y
https://akipress.com/news:721683:Kamchybek_Tashiev_says_no_border_incidents_with_Tajikistan_occurred_in_past_6_months/
https://akipress.com/news:721683:Kamchybek_Tashiev_says_no_border_incidents_with_Tajikistan_occurred_in_past_6_months/
https://akipress.com/news:721683:Kamchybek_Tashiev_says_no_border_incidents_with_Tajikistan_occurred_in_past_6_months/
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