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Cover Image: 
South Asia: Inaugural BIMSTEC Foreign Ministers' Retreat held in Bangkok, Thailand on July 17, 2023. Source: BIMSTEC.org 

Southeast Asia: Dr. Jaishankar, External Affairs Minister of India, at the 13th East Asia Summit in Jakarta on July 14, 2023. 

(Source: Dr. Jaishankar/Official Twitter) 

West Asia: The Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi, met UAE’s President Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan in Abu 

Dhabi on July 15, 2023. Source: Official Twitter Handle of MEA India 

Central Asia: Kyrgyz Minister of Foreign Affairs, Zheenbek Kulubaev, met with India's Deputy National Security Advisor Vikram 

Misri for strategic consultations on security issues during his visit to the Kyrgyz Republic on July 17, 2023.  

Source: The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kyrgyz Republic. 
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South Asia 

by 

Shreyas Deshmukh 

 

On 17 July 2023, Thailand hosted the inaugural BIMSTEC Foreign Ministers' 

Retreat in Bangkok. During the meeting, there was a broad agreement on the 

importance of creating crisis response mechanisms to coordinate different 

contingencies within the BIMSTEC region. The meeting also considered 

establishing digital payment systems and trade settlements, as well as 

strengthening cooperation in cyber security and the prevention of 

transnational crimes. 

Twelve soldiers of the Pakistan Army were killed while averting a terrorist attack 

on military installations in Zhob Cantt and Sui areas of Balochistan on July 12. 

Following the attack Corps Commanders meeting was held on July 17, in which 

military leadership blamed Kabul for the uptick in militancy in Pakistan and 

providing safe haven to TTP. Pakistan Defence Minster Khawaja Asif stated that 

“Afghanistan is neither fulfilling its obligation as a neighbouring and brotherly 

country nor safeguarding the peace agreement.”  

Responding to Pakistan’s allegations over the Taliban’s disregarding 

commitments made in Doha Agreement 2020, Taliban spokesperson 

Zabihullah Mujahid said that the deal had been signed with the US, not with 

Pakistan. Further he said, Afghan de facto authorities had conducted 

discussions with Pakistan regarding the TTP and would take action against it if 

the Pakistani government shares evidence of the presence of the TTP in 

Afghanistan. Meanwhile, the US National Security Council spokesperson 

during a press briefing on July 17 stated,  “We’ve seen no indication that Afghan 

refugees in Pakistan or along that border are guilty of acts of terrorism.” 

Other Developments 

Pakistan COAS Gen Syed Asim Munir met Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi and 

other leaders During his visit to Tehran on July 16. 

China-Pakistan Joint Research Centre on Earth Sciences will set up a natural 

disaster observation and research centre in the Karakoram Mountains. 

The 7th Deputy NSA level meeting of the Colombo Security Conclave (CSC) was 

hosted by the Maldives on July 12.  

Poppy cultivation had been eradicated from 40,000 acres of land in the 

northern province of Badakhshan, Afghanistan, in the past three months.  

https://bimstec.org/event/bimstec-foreign-ministers-retreat/
https://www.dawn.com/news/1764380/12-soldiers-martyred-in-zhob-sui-attacks
https://www.dawn.com/news/1765402/top-brass-says-kabul-abetting-terror-in-pakistan
https://www.dawn.com/news/1764993/kabul-not-a-good-friend-or-neighbour-says-khawaja-asif
https://www.khaama.com/pakistan-should-not-blame-its-shortcomings-on-afghanistan-mujahid/
https://www.khaama.com/no-indication-refugees-from-afghanistan-engaged-in-terrorism-in-pakistan-white-house/
https://www.dawn.com/news/1765125/iran-border-accords-to-bear-fruit-soon-coas
https://www.dawn.com/news/1765125/iran-border-accords-to-bear-fruit-soon-coas
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1089638-china-pakistan-to-set-up-disaster-monitoring-centre
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1089638-china-pakistan-to-set-up-disaster-monitoring-centre
https://mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/36783/7th_Deputy_NSA_Meeting_of_the_Colombo_Security_Conclave
https://mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/36783/7th_Deputy_NSA_Meeting_of_the_Colombo_Security_Conclave
https://www.khaama.com/police-destroy-poppy-on-40000-acres-of-land-in-afghanistans-badakhshan/
https://www.khaama.com/police-destroy-poppy-on-40000-acres-of-land-in-afghanistans-badakhshan/
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Southeast Asia  

by 

Anshita Shukla 
 

The 13th East Asia Summit (EAS) Foreign Ministers’ Meeting was convened on 

July 14 in Jakarta.  The members reviewed the progress of the EAS Plan of 

Action 2018-2022 and highlighted future areas of cooperation. The meeting 

adopted the EAS Plan of Action (2024-2028), which “aims to strengthen the 

relevance, coherence, and effectiveness of the EAS as the Leaders-led forum 

for promoting peace, stability, and economic prosperity in the region”. The 

Plan of Action included a reference to ASEAN Outlook on Indo-Pacific (AOIP), 

the first such reference in an EAS document adopted by Foreign Ministers.  

External Affairs Minister of India Dr. Jaishankar, attended the 13th East Asia 

Summit in Jakarta on July 14. He reaffirmed India’s support for the ASEAN 

Outlook on the Indo-Pacific (AOIP) and its implementation through EAS. Dr. 

Jaishankar affirmed ASEAN centrality in the Indo-Pacific and stated that 

Quad will always complement ASEAN and ASEAN-led mechanisms. 

The 56
th 

ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Meeting (AMM), chaired by Indonesia, was 

held in Jakarta on July 11-12, 2023. The meeting reaffirmed ASEAN’s 

commitment to the Five-Point Consensus (5PC) to address the political crisis 

in Myanmar. The joint communique appreciated the efforts of Indonesia, as 

the ASEAN Chair,  to intensify engagements with all relevant stakeholders in 

Myanmar to reach a ‘comprehensive political solution’. The joint statement 

greatly emphasised on the implementation of the AOIP through concrete 

projects and activities and the establishment of cooperation between ASEAN 

and the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA). 

On July 13, China’s top diplomat Wang Yi met with ASEAN foreign ministers in 

Indonesia. The two sides agreed to set up guidelines to speed up negotiations 

for a code of conduct (COC) in the disputed South China Sea. During the 

meeting, Wang Yi stated, “China welcomes the successful conclusion of the 

second reading of the Code of Conduct for the South China Sea, and supports 

all parties in accelerating the formation of the guidelines, with the hope that 

the guidelines will continue playing a constructive role.” 

  

https://asean.org/chairmans-statement-of-the-13th-east-asia-summit-eas-foreign-ministers-meeting/
https://twitter.com/DrSJaishankar/status/1679720258675015680
https://twitter.com/DrSJaishankar/status/1679720258675015680
https://asean.org/joint-communique-of-the-56th-asean-foreign-ministers-meeting/
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/china-and-asean-agree-on-guidelines-to-expedite-south-china-sea-negotiations


 

India’s Proximity Archives | Vol. I, Issue 28  |     3 
 

India’s Proximity Archives | July 19, 2023 

Other Developments 

China says it does not accept Philippines’ 2016 South China Sea arbitration 

win 

Thai foreign minister says jailed leader Suu Kyi urges dialogue with 

Myanmar’s military 

China’s Xi tells ex-Philippine president Duterte to promote ties with Beijing  

https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/china-says-it-does-not-accept-philippines-2016-south-china-sea-arbitration-win
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/china-says-it-does-not-accept-philippines-2016-south-china-sea-arbitration-win
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/thai-foreign-minister-says-he-met-myanmars-suu-kyi-in-first-foreign-envoy-meeting-since-2021-coup
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/thai-foreign-minister-says-he-met-myanmars-suu-kyi-in-first-foreign-envoy-meeting-since-2021-coup
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/china-s-xi-tells-ex-philippine-president-duterte-to-promote-ties-with-beijing
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West Asia  

by 

Sanket Joshi 
 

 

Continuing the deepening of India-UAE Strategic Partnership, Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi met with UAE’s President Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al 

Nahyan in Abu Dhabi on July 15. Trade and investment, fintech, energy, 

climate action, higher education, and people-to-people ties were among the 

topics discussed by the two leaders. A Memorandum of Understanding has 

been signed between the Central Banks of India and the UAE to establish a 

framework for promoting the use of local currencies for cross-border 

transactions, as well as interconnecting their payment and messaging systems. 

An MoU was also signed to establish an Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) in 

Abu Dhabi. 

Japanese Prime Minister, Fumio Kishida visited the UAE and Saudi Arabia on 

July 17. During his visit to Abu Dhabi, PM Kishida focused on energy security 

and agreed to enhance cooperation with the UAE on technology and climate 

change. Meanwhile, as part of the Saudi-Japanese Vision 2030, PM Kishida and 

Saudi Arabia's Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman met in Jeddah to discuss 

ways to enhance trade and investment cooperation. Turkish President Erdogan 

is also visiting the Gulf to seek investments in order to revive the country's 

sluggish economy. 

Israeli President Isaac Herzog will address a joint meeting of the US Congress 

on July 19 commemorating Israel’s 75th anniversary. In light of this, President 

Biden and President Herzog reaffirmed their commitment to a strong alliance 

between Israel and the US that is based on shared democratic values, above any 

political controversy. The two countries also called for expanding the ‘Abraham 

Accords’ and preventing Iran from acquiring nuclear weapons. 

Moroccan sovereignty over the disputed Western Sahara had been recognized 

by the US as part of the Abraham Accords. In line with this, on July 18, Israel 

has also recognised Morocco’s sovereignty over Western Sahara.       

  

https://twitter.com/MEAIndia/status/1680173639868755969
https://twitter.com/MEAIndia/status/1680173639868755969
https://twitter.com/MEAIndia/status/1680173639868755969
https://www.reuters.com/world/japan-pm-kishida-talk-energy-green-tech-abu-dhabi-2023-07-17/
https://www.spa.gov.sa/en/db113566f6k
https://www.spa.gov.sa/en/c0c32dea81j
https://twitter.com/Isaac_Herzog/status/1681062818974511104
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/07/18/readout-of-president-joe-bidens-meeting-with-president-isaac-herzog-of-israel/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/07/18/readout-of-president-joe-bidens-meeting-with-president-isaac-herzog-of-israel/
https://twitter.com/Isaac_Herzog/status/1681427397932109824
https://twitter.com/Isaac_Herzog/status/1681427397932109824
https://www.timesofisrael.com/israel-tells-morocco-it-recognizes-its-sovereignty-over-disputed-western-sahara/#:~:text=Ties%2520with%2520Morocco%2520have%2520been,unilateral%2520annexation%2520of%2520Western%2520Sahara.
https://twitter.com/Marocdiplo_EN/status/1680979295190016005
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Other Developments  

UN Human Rights Council condemns attacks on Quran despite Western states' 

rejection 

President Biden invites PM Netanyahu to meet in the US 

U.S. House Backs Israel in 412-9 Vote After Democrat Called State ‘Racist’ 

Iran says respect for countries’ territorial integrity ‘undeniable’ 

US orders deployment of fighter jets and Navy destroyer to the Middle East in 

response to Iranian activities 

  

https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20230712-un-human-rights-council-condemns-attacks-on-quran-despite-western-states-rejection/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20230712-un-human-rights-council-condemns-attacks-on-quran-despite-western-states-rejection/
https://www.gov.il/en/departments/news/spoke-biden170723
https://www.wsj.com/articles/house-republicans-plan-vote-backing-israel-after-democrat-called-state-racist-2dc9dbf
https://en.irna.ir/news/85172475/Iran-says-respect-for-countries-territorial-integrity-undeniable
https://edition.cnn.com/2023/07/17/politics/us-jets-middle-east-iran/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2023/07/17/politics/us-jets-middle-east-iran/index.html
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China  

by 

Angana Guha Roy 
 

A report in the Financial Times reported that cremations in China’s Zhejiang 

province increased by 73 percent from a year earlier to 171,000 during the first 

quarter of the year. The number was much higher than the 99,000 and 91,000 

deaths reported in the same time period in 2022 and 2021, respectively. It is 

being reported that China has deleted mortality data that offered an indication 

of the heavy death toll from Beijing’s relaxation of Covid-19 controls at the end 

of last year. 

The Communist Party of China (CPC) launched the “Silk Roadster” platform 

under the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) in Nepal.Chinese leaders said the 

platform is a new concept brought to Nepal to mark the tenth anniversary of 

the proposition of the BRI by Chinese President Xi Jinping. 

According to reports,China’s exports in yuan terms decreased at a faster pace 

in June as a slowdown in the global economy curbed demand for Chinese 

goods and weighed on the outlook for manufacturing.Exports declined about 

16% in yuan terms in June from a year ago, more than the 0.8% decrease in May, 

.Imports contracted 6.8%, steeper than an expected 4.0% decline.Meanwhile, 

property investment in China slid nearly 8% in the first half of the year,, marking 

a deepening decline of the real estate sector that accounts for up to a quarter of 

the China’s economy. 

Other Developments 

Sri Lankan leader seeks to disarm India's China fears 

Bangladesh: Muslim scholars demand end to Chinese persecution of Uyghurs 

China’s Border Talks With Bhutan Are Aimed at India 

Maldives' nascent presidential race keeps India and China on edge 

  

https://www.ft.com/content/a634d844-5298-441b-b2e8-0eabe0b3c1d7
https://kathmandupost.com/national/2023/07/19/china-launches-silk-roadster-projects-under-bri-in-nepal
https://kathmandupost.com/national/2023/07/19/china-launches-silk-roadster-projects-under-bri-in-nepal
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/small-biz/trade/exports/insights/chinas-exports-fall-at-faster-pace-as-global-economy-slows/articleshow/101715427.cms?from=mdr
https://www.cnbc.com/2023/07/17/china-property-investment-slide-deepens-in-june-as-structural-shift-inflicts-pain.html
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/sri-lankan-leader-seeks-to-disarm-indias-china-fears/articleshow/101841503.cms
https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/bangladesh-muslim-scholars-demand-end-to-chinese-persecution-of-uyghurs20230717071035/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2023/07/18/china-bhutan-border-talks-india-dispute-security/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Maldives-nascent-presidential-race-keeps-India-and-China-on-edge
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Central Asia 

by 

Jayantika Rao T.V. 
 

According to a Kazakh Foreign Ministry statement, under the chairmanship of 

Kazakhstan, the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) will be reformed to 

promote a “practical and effective platform for expanding trade and security 

cooperation”. SCO Secretary-General Zhang Ming endorsed Kazakhstan’s 

agenda for 2023-24, expressing hope that Kazakhstan can take the SCO to “a 

new level of practical interaction” for the people of our countries.  

On July 17, India’s Deputy National Security Advisor Vikram Misri, met Kyrgyz’s 

Minister of Foreign Affairs Zheenbek Kulubaev in the framework of 

participating in the 2nd Kyrgyz-Indian Strategic Consultations on security 

issues between the secretariats of both nations’ Security Councils. During their 

conversation, the parties discussed international and regional security issues 

and Kyrgyz-Indian cooperation. They stressed the need for close collaboration 

between the two countries to fight against international terrorism, extremism, 

transnational organised crime and drug trafficking. The parties also reaffirmed 

their readiness to strengthen and expand the Kyrgyz-Indian strategic 

partnership. They noted that an active political dialogue between the two 

countries has a positive impact not only on the development of cooperation in 

the field of security but also on the expansion of mutually beneficial 

cooperation between Kyrgyzstan and India in all areas of mutual interest.  

The two-day Central Asian Security and Cooperation Forum (CAF), which aims 

to study the Asia’s global security challenges, kicked off on July 13. The CAF 

under the themes ‘Asia in the Changing World: Agenda for the Future’ is hosted 

by the Kazakhstan Institute for Strategic Studies under the President of 

Kazakhstan and co-organised with the Kazakh Ministry of Foreign Affairs. On 

the first day, the participants discussed security challenges and key 

cooperation trends in Asia along with topics on ‘the new continental 

interconnectedness of Eurasia and the Trans-Caspian International Transport 

Route’. The second day featured panel sessions covering topics such as ‘Asia’s 

Global Security’, ‘Global Competition for Innovation’, ‘New Technologies’, 

‘Artificial Intelligence and Human Capital’ and the ‘Prospects of the Middle 

Corridor’. The Forum also hosted parallel sessions on the rise of asymmetric 

threats, the regionalisation of Central Asia, and new norms, values and 

principles of cooperation in Asia.  

https://eurasianet.org/kazakhstan-sets-reform-agenda-for-shanghai-cooperation-organization
https://mfa.gov.kg/en/Main-menu/Press-service/Attached-news/Minister-of-Foreign-Affairs-of-the-Kyrgyz-Republic-Zheenbek-Kulubaev-received-Deputy-National-Security-Advisor-of-the-Republic-of-India-Vikram-Misri
https://astanatimes.com/2023/07/central-asian-security-and-cooperation-forum-kicks-off-in-astana/
https://astanatimes.com/2023/07/second-day-of-central-asian-security-and-cooperation-forum-in-astana-begins/
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The Consulate General of Uzbekistan hosted a meeting with the Deputy 

Director General at the Foreign Affairs Department of China’s province of 

Anhui, Xiaoling Yuan. The parties discussed the possibility of cooperation 

between the two countries’ regions. Xiaoling Yuan noted the rapid 

development of comprehensive cooperation between China and Uzbekistan 

and stressed the importance of the agreements reached at the highest level in 

recent years. An agreement was also reached on establishing direct working 

relations between the leading travel companies of Uzbekistan and Anhui 

province.  

Other Developments 

Uzbekistan and the United States discuss bilateral cooperation 

Uzbekistan and Türkiye agree to strengthen inter-MFA relations 

Kazakhstan to purchase Turkish Armoured Vehicles for $2.5 Billion 

Kazakhstan, US Confirm Intention to Strengthen Enhanced Strategic 

Partnership 

President of Tajikistan to visit Saudi Arabia on July 18 to participate in the First 

Summit of the Heads of State of the Cooperation Council of the Arab States of 

the Gulf and Central Asia.  

 

 

 

https://akipress.com/news:720993:Uzbekistan_discusses_development_of_cooperation_between_its_regions_and_Anhui_province_of_China/
https://akipress.com/news:720581:Uzbekistan,_U_S__discuss_bilateral_cooperation/
https://akipress.com/news:720678:Uzbekistan_and_T%25C3%25BCrkiye_agree_to_strengthen_inter-MFA_relations/
https://akipress.com/news:720883:Kazakhstan_to_purchase_Turkish_armored_vehicles_for_$2_5_billion_-_media/
https://astanatimes.com/2023/07/kazakhstan-us-confirm-intention-to-strengthen-enhanced-strategic-partnership/
https://astanatimes.com/2023/07/kazakhstan-us-confirm-intention-to-strengthen-enhanced-strategic-partnership/
https://akipress.com/news:720977:President_of_Tajikistan_to_visit_Saudi_Arabia/
https://akipress.com/news:720977:President_of_Tajikistan_to_visit_Saudi_Arabia/
https://akipress.com/news:720977:President_of_Tajikistan_to_visit_Saudi_Arabia/
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