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South Asia 

by 

Shreyas Deshmukh 

 

Pakistan was engulfed in political chaos as the Islamabad High Court ordered 

the arrest of PTI leader Imran Khan. Following the order, as Islamabad Police 

and Rangers personnel reached the Zaman Park residence of Imran Khan on 

March 14, they were engaged in a pitched battle with PTI workers. Protests have 

erupted in many other major cities, such as Peshawar and Karachi. Imran Khan 

remained defiant, refused to get arrested, and called on his supporters to resist 

the establishment.  

Meanwhile, former DG ISI Lt Gen Faiz Hamid, who was considered to be a close 

ally of Imran Khan being investigated for alleged corruption. The COAS Gen 

Asim Munir once again reiterated that he won’t interfere in political matters.  

The series of terrorist attacks by ISKP is continued in Afghanistan, the Taliban 

governor of  Balkh province was killed in a blast on March 9. In another attack 

on March 11, during an award ceremony for journalists in Mazar-e- Sharif one 

person was killed. 

The 19th Ministerial Meeting of the BIMSTEC was held virtually in Bangkok on 

March 9. During the meeting, the Ministers approved rules of Procedure for 

Core BIMSTEC Mechanisms, Sectoral BIMSTEC Mechanisms, BIMSTEC’s 

External Relations for submission to the 6th BIMSTEC Summit and draft 

agreement between India and the BIMSTEC Secretariat for establishing 

BIMSTEC Centre for Weather and Climate in India. 

After the third Foreign Office Consultation with Thailand, held in Dhaka on 

March 14, Bangladesh's Foreign Secretary said that his country is interested in 

joining the Myanmar-India-Thailand connectivity project. 

  

https://www.dawn.com/news/1742311/defiant-pti-calls-on-supporters-to-reach-zaman-park-as-police-resume-push-to-arrest-imran
https://www.dawn.com/news/1741186/ex-isi-chief-being-investigated-for-corruption-sanaullah
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1047711-aaj-shahzeb-khanzada-kay-saath-gen-asim-says-won-t-interfere-in-politics
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1047711-aaj-shahzeb-khanzada-kay-saath-gen-asim-says-won-t-interfere-in-politics
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/world/2023/03/10/ISIS-claim-attack-on-senior-Taliban-governor-in-Afghanistan
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/03/09/afghanistan-balkh-governor-taliban-blast/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/03/09/afghanistan-balkh-governor-taliban-blast/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/03/11/afghanistan-journalists-bomb/9c9d7b68-bfe7-11ed-9350-7c5fccd598ad_story.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/3/12/is-claims-attack-targeting-afghan-journalists-in-mazar-i-sharif
https://www.mfa.go.th/en/content/bimstec-mm-2023-2?cate=5d5bcb4e15e39c306000683e
https://newsonair.gov.in/News?title=Union-Minister-Rajkumar-Ranjan-Singh-participates-in-19th-BIMSTEC-Ministerial-Meeting&id=457133
https://www.dhakatribune.com/foreign-affairs/2023/03/14/bangladesh-is-interested-in-joining-myanmar-india-thailand-connectivity-project
https://www.dhakatribune.com/foreign-affairs/2023/03/14/bangladesh-is-interested-in-joining-myanmar-india-thailand-connectivity-project
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Other Developments 

Pakistan said it had signed a memorandum of understanding with Iran to 

supply 100 megawatts of electricity to Gwadar. 

Russia has proposed exporting liquefied natural gas to Bangladesh as the latter 

seeks to meet its long-term energy needs. 

Bangladesh and Australia discuss Indo-Pacific, IORA, security cooperation 

The Maldivian Government announced that it will resume diplomatic ties with 

Iran after China brokered reconciliation between Riyadh and Teheran. 

On March 13, senior leader Ram Chandra Paudel was sworn in as Nepal's third 

president  

https://www.dawn.com/news/1742082/mou-signed-with-iran-for-100mw-for-gwadar
https://www.dawn.com/news/1742082/mou-signed-with-iran-for-100mw-for-gwadar
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/energy/russia-offers-lng-export-bangladesh-solution-energy-deficit-599302
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/energy/russia-offers-lng-export-bangladesh-solution-energy-deficit-599302
https://www.dhakatribune.com/foreign-affairs/2023/03/13/bangladesh-australia-discuss-indo-pacific-iora-security-cooperation
https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/maldives-resumes-diplomatic-ties-with-iran-following-saudi-arabias-reconciliation20230313030546/
https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/maldives-resumes-diplomatic-ties-with-iran-following-saudi-arabias-reconciliation20230313030546/
https://www.livemint.com/news/world/ram-chandra-paudel-sworn-in-as-president-of-nepal-11678698341877.html
https://www.livemint.com/news/world/ram-chandra-paudel-sworn-in-as-president-of-nepal-11678698341877.html
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Southeast Asia  

by 

Anshita Shukla 
 

The 25th ASEAN- India Senior Officials’ Meeting, co-chaired by Saurabh Kumar, 

Secretary (East) in the Ministry of External Affairs of India, and Albert Chua, 

Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Singapore, was held 

in Jakarta on March 7.  The meeting discussed potential areas of cooperation 

including maritime activities, transnational crimes, cybersecurity, science and 

technology, transport and connectivity, digital economy, and fintech, in order 

to further strengthen ASEAN- India comprehensive strategic partnership. 

The East Asia Summit Senior Officials’ Meeting (EAS SOM) was convened on 

March 8 chaired by Sidharto Reza Suryodipuro, SOM Leader of Indonesia. 

India’s Secretary (East) Saurabh Kumar underscored the pivotal role of East Asia 

Summit as a leading mechanism for promotion of a free, open, inclusive & 

rules-based Indo-Pacific. He reaffirmed India’s support to ASEAN centrality 

and implementation of ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific. 

The Minister for Skill Development and Entrepreneurship of India, 

Dharmendra Pradhan met Gan Kim Yon, Minister of Trade & Industry of 

Singapore in New Delhi for the Singapore-India Hackathon 2023. “India, 

through programmes such as Skill India, is capitalising on its demographic 

dividend. Like India, Singapore also invests heavily in adult learning and 

upskilling”, Mr Gan stated during the launch of the event which comes under 

India’s G20 presidency. During his visit, Minister Gan also met India’s External 

Affairs Minister Dr. Jaishankar to discuss “taking forward the India-Singapore 

Ministerial Roundtable process”. 

Amidst heightened tensions in the South China Sea, ASEAN announced its 

plans to conduct an exercise with China on a security hotline this year in an 

effort to prevent an accidental collision from escalating tensions in disputed 

South China Sea. Concurrently, Japan has joined the ASEAN emergency 

hotline set up to promote swift cooperation between ASEAN defence ministers 

in times of emergency. It is the first non-member country to join the 10 bloc 

members hotline. 

The Philippines and United States launched three- week long annual army- to- 

army exercises called Salaknib on March 13. Lieutenant-General Romeo 

Brawner, the Philippine Army Chief, talking about the exercises said, “since this 

is an army-to-army exercise, we will focus on defence operations such as air 

defence and also our defence from the shorelines”. 

https://asean.org/asean-india-strengthen-comprehensive-strategic-partnership/
https://asean.org/east-asia-summit-senior-officials-meeting-eas-som-convenes/
https://twitter.com/indiatoasean/status/1633481099258241025?cxt=HHwWgoDRyfeZpastAAAA
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/south-asia/skills-development-a-key-area-of-cooperation-between-singapore-and-india-gan-kim-yong
https://twitter.com/DrSJaishankar/status/1635190529272201217?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Etweet
https://twitter.com/DrSJaishankar/status/1635190529272201217?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Etweet
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/South-China-Sea/ASEAN-and-China-aim-for-South-China-Sea-hotline-trial-in-2023
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/east-asia/japan-joins-asean-emergency-hotline-for-defence-ministers
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/east-asia/japan-joins-asean-emergency-hotline-for-defence-ministers
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/philippines-us-kick-off-joint-drills-amid-china-concerns
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/philippines-us-kick-off-joint-drills-amid-china-concerns
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Other Developments 

Malaysia keen on resuming high-speed rail project with Singapore 

Malaysia buys South Korea fighter jets as ASEAN arms market grow 

Philippines urged to compensate WWII sex slave survivors  

https://asia.nikkei.com/Economy/Malaysia-keen-on-resuming-high-speed-rail-project-with-Singapore
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Defense/Malaysia-buys-South-Korea-fighter-jets-as-ASEAN-arms-market-grows
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/philippines-urged-to-compensate-wwii-sex-slave-survivors
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West Asia  

by 

Sanket Joshi 
 
 

On March 13, India’s Minister of Commerce and Industry, Piyush Goyal, held a 

meeting with UAE’s Minister of Economy, Abdulla bin Touq Al Marri. The two 

leaders discussed gains from the India-UAE ‘Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership Agreement’ (CEPA) and accelerating ‘UPI’ (Unified Payment 

Interface) and ‘RuPay’ adoption in UAE. Meanwhile, reports pointed towards 

India preferring UAE’s Dirham over the Chinese Yuan (CNY) for trade 

settlements with Russia. 

After the talks facilitated by China between March 6-10, 2023, Saudi Arabia and 

Iran agreed to restore diplomatic relations. In light of this, Chinese state media 

underscored Beijing’s “goodwill to promote regional and global security 

through its ‘Global Security Initiative’ (GSI) and political dialogue”. Welcoming 

the understanding reached between Iran and Saudi Arabia, US National 

Security Advisor Jake Sullivan stressed that “de-escalation” between Tehran 

and Riyadh was not “adverse” to American interests, rather, it is a “positive 

development for the Middle East promoting a goal that the US has been 

promoting in the region”.  

On March 9, during his Middle East visit, US Defence Secretary Austin met 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. The two leaders reiterated their 

resolve to “prevent Iran from acquiring nuclear weapons”, “maintain regional 

security”, and “expand the circle of peace”. Secretary Austin expressed concerns 

over the deteriorating security situation in the West Bank and called upon Israel 

to work with the Palestinian Authority Security Forces to reduce violence and 

restore calm.       

Other Developments  

Israeli foreign minister likely to visit India in March 

Commercial Bank 'first in Qatar' to launch UPI remittance service to India 

Foreign Ministry Spokesperson’s Remarks on Saudi Arabia-Iran Talks in Beijing 

The Saudi-Iran détente and its regional implications 

Saudi Arabia launches new airline, Riyadh Air to connect 100 locations by 2030 

Syria’s President Assad arrives in Moscow ahead of meeting with President 

Putin 

US calls Iran’s claim of a prisoner swap deal a ‘cruel lie’    

https://twitter.com/PiyushGoyal/status/1635298175753019393
https://english.aawsat.com/home/article/4211036/india-prefers-use-uae-dirham-foreign-trade-settlement
https://twitter.com/KSAmofaEN/status/1634180277764276227
https://twitter.com/KSAmofaEN/status/1634180277764276227
https://english.news.cn/20230313/d1a921c59a8c421ea08655d2005d007d/c.html
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/world/2023/03/14/China-s-mediation-between-Saudi-Arabia-and-Iran-not-adverse-to-US-interests-WH
https://www.gov.il/en/departments/news/event_austin090323
https://www.defense.gov/News/Releases/Release/Article/3323758/readout-of-secretary-of-defense-lloyd-j-austin-iiis-meeting-in-israel-with-isra/
https://www.livemint.com/news/world/israeli-foreign-minister-likely-to-visit-india-in-march-11678372944151.html
https://www.gulf-times.com/article/657471/qatar/commercial-bank-first-in-qatar-to-launch-upi-remittance-service-to-india
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/xwfw_665399/s2510_665401/202303/t20230311_11039297.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2023/3/12/the-saudi-iran-detente-and-its-regional?traffic_source=KeepReading
https://www.livemint.com/news/world/saudi-arabia-launches-new-airline-riyadh-air-to-connect-100-locations-by-2030-11678628271493.html
https://www.timesofisrael.com/syrias-assad-arrives-in-moscow-ahead-of-meeting-with-putin/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/syrias-assad-arrives-in-moscow-ahead-of-meeting-with-putin/
https://edition.cnn.com/2023/03/12/politics/us-iran-prisoner-swap-deal/index.html
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China  

by 

Angana Guha Roy 
 

Xi Jinping has been handed an unprecedented third term as President, making 

him China's most dominant leader in generations. In a speech to mark the start 

of his precedent-breaking third term, he vowed to oppose foreign interference 

on Taiwan, a veiled reference to increasing American support for Taipei. Li 

Qiang has been appointed as the country’s new premier. However, several 

ministries have seen their current leaders remain in place. 

The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) in its Annual Report 2021-22 released on 

March 13 stressed that continued unilateral attempts by China to change the 

Line of Actual Control (LAC) status quo have impacted India- China bilateral 

relationship. According to the MEA report India's engagement with China is 

complex. The two sides have however, agreed to manage their differences and 

not allow disturbed the peace and tranquillity along the LAC. 

After agreeing to restructure its loans China said that it would play a positive 

role" in helping bankrupt Sri Lanka get through its debt crisis. At a press briefing 

foreign ministry spokesperson Mao Ning said "China is ready to work with 

relevant countries and international financial institutions to play a positive role 

in helping Sri Lanka cope with its current difficulties, ease its debt burden and 

achieve sustainable development." 

At the annual Spring Dialogue in Dhaka Chinese Ambassador to Bangladesh 

Yao Wen introduced China’s positions and propositions on various issues, 

including China’s economic growth target in 2023, the growth of China’s 

defense budget, GDI, GSI, Belt and Road cooperation between China and 

Bangladesh, bilateral trade and investment, displaced people from Myanmar to 

Bangladesh, Ukraine crisis, China-Russia relations, China-India relations, and 

the Indo-Pacific Strategy. 

Chinese President Xi Jinping congratulated Ram Chandra Poudel on assuming 

office as president of Nepal.In his message, Xi said he attaches great 

importance to the development of China-Nepal relations, and is willing to work 

with Poudel to carry forward the traditional friendship between the two 

countries, consolidate mutual political trust, advance high-quality Belt and 

Road cooperation, expand cultural and people-to-people exchanges, so as to 

constantly promote the strategic partnership of cooperation featuring ever-

lasting friendship for development and prosperity. 

 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/xi-urges-lawmakers-to-focus-on-china-s-stability-at-start-of-third-term-123031300132_1.html
https://www.dw.com/en/china-xis-government-doles-out-key-cabinet-positions/a-64959167
https://www.dw.com/en/china-xis-government-doles-out-key-cabinet-positions/a-64959167
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/chinas-unilateral-attempts-to-change-lac-status-quo-impacted-bilateral-relationship-mea/articleshow/98601428.cms?from=mdr
https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/will-play-positive-role-in-helping-bankrupt-sri-lanka-says-china-3844373
https://unb.com.bd/category/Bangladesh/china-adheres-to-true-multilateralism-ambassador-yao-wen/111929
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202303/14/WS6410513da31057c47ebb46cd.html
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Other development 

Bipartisan resolution introduced in U.S. Senate recognising Arunachal Pradesh 

as integral part of India  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/bipartisan-resolution-introduced-in-us-senate-recognising-arunachal-pradesh-as-integral-part-of-india/article66520411.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/bipartisan-resolution-introduced-in-us-senate-recognising-arunachal-pradesh-as-integral-part-of-india/article66520411.ece
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Central Asia 

by 

Jayantika Rao T.V. 
 

The eighteenth meeting of the Chief Justices/ Chairpersons of the Supreme 

Courts of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Member States was 

held in New Delhi from March 10-11, 2023. Under the aegis of the Chief Justice 

of India D. Y. Chandrachud, the two day meeting saw the physical participation 

of all SCO member states, two observer states (Iran and Belarus), the SCO 

Regional Anti-Terrorism Structure (RATS), and the SCO Secretariat. Justice 

Munib Akhtar of the Pakistan Supreme Court addressed the conference 

virtually.  

Chief Justice of India D Y Chandrachud stressed that SCO member states 

should strive for judicial cooperation to make their judicial systems more 

approachable to people. Furthermore, D Y Chandrachud argued that the 

conference “allows all member and observer states to reflect on the challenges 

common to their jurisdictions”.  During the second day of the conference, 

which was under the theme of ‘smart courts’, Nail Akhmetzakirov, the head of 

the Court Administration of the Republic of Kazakhstan, offered insight into his 

country’s new software which was developed post-Covid-19 to make the 

electronic system in judicial services more accessible. Moreover, Xiaochen 

Qiann, the Chief Judge of the case-filing division of the Supreme People’s 

Court of the People’s Republic of China, said that there was great importance 

for the “growth of the judiciary that modern public judicial services were built 

featuring inclusiveness, equity, convenience, efficiency, intelligence and 

accuracy” which is a global challenge that needs to be addressed both 

nationally and collectively as members of the SCO.  

On March 13, the President of the Republic of Tajikistan, Emomali received the 

Secretary General of the Collective Security Treaty Organisation, Imangali 

Tasmagambetov. During the conversation, the President of the Republic of 

Tajikistan highlighted the “importance of the increasing cooperation in the 

political dimension, expanding the international activities of the CSTO, and 

increasing the effectiveness of military, military-technical and military-

economic cooperation”. He further stressed the importance of strengthening 

the comprehensive work to counter challenges and threats to security, in 

particular, terrorism, extremism, radicalism, drug smuggling, cybercrime, and 

transnational organised crime.  

 

https://www.indialegallive.com/top-news-of-the-day/news/justice-munib-akhtar-pakistan-supreme-court-18th-meeting-sco/
https://www.indialegallive.com/top-news-of-the-day/news/justice-munib-akhtar-pakistan-supreme-court-18th-meeting-sco/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/sco-countries-should-strive-for-judicial-cooperation-to-make-systems-more-approachable-for-common-people-cji-chandrachud/articleshow/98586841.cms
https://www.msn.com/en-in/news/newsindia/sco-countries-should-collectively-strive-to-make-judiciary-more-accessible-says-cji-chandrachud/ar-AA18xcA7
https://en.odkb-csto.org/news/news_odkb/v-dushanbe-sostoyalas-vstrecha-prezidenta-tadzhikistana-emomali-rakhmona-s-generalnym-sekretarem-odk/#loaded
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Other Developments 

SCO Members to Consider Jointly Developing Emerging Fuel Projects 

Doval, SCO NSAs to discuss the rise in Afghanistan drug trade and Terrorism 

Iran-Uzbekistan Foreign Ministers Discuss Situation in Afghanistan 

India-Uzbekistan Concluded their Joint Military Exercise ‘DUSTLIK’  

Tajikistan Creates Restrictive Dress Code for Women 

Uzbekistan to Hold Referendum on New Constitution that Would Allow the 

President to Run Again.  

https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/sco-members-consider-jointly-developing-emerging-fuel-projects-2023-03-14/
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/nation/doval-sco-nsas-to-discuss-rise-in-af-drug-trade-terrorism-487493
https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/iran-uzbek-foreign-ministers-discuss-situation-in-afghanistan20230312222909/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/indiauzbekistan-joint-military-exercise-dustlik-concludes-in-pithoragarh-101678023845967.html
https://www.msn.com/en-in/lifestyle/style/tajikistan-creates-restrictive-dress-code-for-women/ar-AA18zWwU
https://www.rferl.org/a/uzbekistan-referendum-mirziyoyev-constitution-terms/32311624.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/uzbekistan-referendum-mirziyoyev-constitution-terms/32311624.html
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