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West Asia: India and Oman held the 12th Round of Strategic Consultative Group Meeting in Muscat on February 27, 
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South Asia 

by 

Shreyas Deshmukh 

 

Political upheaval in Nepal, which started after the November 2022 General 

Elections, continues. CPN-UML, the second largest party in the Nepal 

Parliament, withdrew its support to PM Pushpa Kamal Dahal's government on 

February 27, resulting in a political imbroglio ahead of the presidential polls. 

The Rastriya Prajatantra Party also withdrew its ministers from the government 

on February 26.  Given the political developments, the Nepal government 

withheld permission for a visit to the country by CIA Director William J Burns 

which was due on February 15. PM Dahal also cancelled the visit of Foreign 

Minister Bimala Rai Paudyal to Geneva for participation in the 52nd session of 

the UNHCR. 

A delegation led by Pakistan Defence Minister Khawaja Asif visited Kabul on 

February 22 to discuss the issues related to security and economic matters.  

They held meeting with Taliban Deputy Prime Minister Mullah Baradar, 

Defence Minister Yaqoob Mujahid, Interior Minister Sirajuddin Haqqani, and 

Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi. The meeting was held in the backdrop of 

weeklong closure of Torkham border crossing between Pakistan-Afghanistan. 

Meanwhile, the Afghanistan Embassy in Tehran was “formally” handed over to 

the Taliban on February 26. 

Sri Lanka’s election commission indefinitely postponed local polls due to the 

ongoing financial crisis and lack of funds. On February 26 protests broke out in 

Colombo against this decision. The World Bank has said it will provide Sri 

Lanka with a USD 400 million cross-currency swap facility to help fund 

essential imports. The 7th Annual Defence Dialogue between India and Sri 

Lanka was held in New Delhi from February 23-25. India’s Defence Secretary 

Giridhar Armane and Sri Lanka’s General Kamal Gunaratne led the delegation 

to discuss ongoing defence cooperation initiatives. 

 

 

 

 

https://indianexpress.com/article/world/nepal-pm-cabinet-three-allies-pull-out-what-is-happening-8471912/
https://indianexpress.com/article/world/timing-not-suitable-nepal-barred-visit-by-cia-chief-william-j-burns-last-week-8463453/
https://www.dawn.com/news/1738537
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/2/25/pakistan-afghanistan-reopen-torkham-border-trade-resumes
https://www.khaama.com/iran-handed-over-afghan-embassy-in-tehran-to-interim-regime-of-afghanistan/
https://www.dawn.com/news/1739051/local-elections-postponed-in-sri-lanka
https://www.indiatoday.in/world/story/massive-protest-sri-lanka-after-poll-postponement-cops-fire-tear-gas-disperse-crowd-2339972-2023-02-26
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/world-banks-ifc-to-provide-sri-lanka-with-400-million-financing/article66559054.ece
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Other Developments 

Pakistan Finance Minister announced that the Board of China Development 

Bank on February 22 approved a USD 700 million credit facility.  

Moody's downgraded the government of Pakistan's local and foreign currency 

credit ratings to Caa3 from Caa1 in the wake of the drop in the country's foreign 

exchange reserves and rise in the risk of default on foreign debt repayment. 

The Taliban killed the intelligence and military chief of Islamic State Khorasan 

Province during an operation in Kabul on February 28. 

  

https://www.dawn.com/news/1738640/china-okays-700m-for-pakistan-says-dar
https://www.dawn.com/news/1738640/china-okays-700m-for-pakistan-says-dar
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2403707/moodys-downgrades-pakistans-credit-rating-to-caa3
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2403707/moodys-downgrades-pakistans-credit-rating-to-caa3
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2403707/moodys-downgrades-pakistans-credit-rating-to-caa3
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2403690/iskp-chief-killed-in-kabul
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2403690/iskp-chief-killed-in-kabul
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Southeast Asia  

by 

Anshita Shukla 
 

The 30th meeting of the ASEAN-EU Joint Cooperation Committee (JCC) was 

convened on February 24 in Jakarta. Both sides discussed recent developments 

in the region and reiterated their commitment to sovereignty, political 

independence, and territorial integrity of Ukraine. The joint press release stated 

the support of the European Union “for the implementation of ASEAN’s Five-

Point Consensus on Myanmar.” 

During the fourth meeting of the Joint Commission on Bilateral Cooperation 

(JCBC) in Jakarta, China’s Foreign Minister Qin Gang remarked to the 

incoming chair of ASEAN that “regional countries should not be forced to pick 

sides”. Minister Qin stated Beijing’s commitment to work with ASEAN countries 

“fully and effectively implement the COC and speed up consultations on COC”. 

The central theme of this year’s JCBC was trade and investment with the two 

sides discussing ways to enhance cooperation in green development, digital 

economy, and healthcare.  

For the first time ever an Indian submarine, INS Sindhukesari, docked in 

Indonesia for the ‘maiden operational turnaround’ on February 23. “This first 

long-range deployment of a submarine underlines the operational capability 

and reach of the country’s underwater combat arm as well” as stated by a senior 

official. INS Sindhukesari has undergone a medium refit of Rs 1,197-crore in 

2018 at Severodvinsk in Russia. 

A week after the laser-pointing incident, an aerial visit by the Philippines Coast 

Guard revealed “intimidating presence of Chinese ships” in a Philippine-

controlled Sabina shoal in the contested Spratly Islands chain. The Philippines 

has registered ten diplomatic protests against China since the beginning of the 

year for alleged “violations” in the South China Sea. 

On February 22, the Australian Defence Minister Richard Marles met with his 

Philippine counterpart, Carlito Galvez, in Manila. The two sides discussed the 

possibility of joint patrols in the South China Sea in light of the “concerning 

developments" in the region.  

 

 

https://asean.org/joint-press-release-30th-asean-eu-joint-cooperation-committee-jcc-meeting-convenes-in-jakarta/
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/30th-JCC-Press-Release-Final.pdf
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/wjdt_665385/wsrc_665395/202302/t20230220_11027553.html
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3211099/asean-must-not-be-forced-pick-sides-indonesia-says-during-visit-chinas-qin-gang
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/in-a-1st-indian-submarine-docks-in-indonesia-amid-south-china-sea-conflict/articleshow/98192650.cms?utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=iPadapp&utm_source=email
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/in-a-1st-indian-submarine-docks-in-indonesia-amid-south-china-sea-conflict/articleshow/98192650.cms?utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=iPadapp&utm_source=email
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/in-a-first-indian-navy-submarine-docks-in-indonesia/article66549692.ece
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2023/02/23/asia-pacific/philippines-spratlys-china-ships/
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/philippines-files-10-protests-against-china-in-2-months-over-south-china-sea-row
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/australia-philippines-discuss-joint-patrols-south-china-sea-3295621
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/australia-philippines-discuss-joint-patrols-south-china-sea-3295621
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Other Developments 

Myanmar military expands martial law as crackdown continues 

Malaysia's Anwar unveils first budget, with social welfare boost 

Jokowi seeks support from China for Indonesia's new capital 

Philippines ratifies RCEP trade deal after shift by Marcos 

Asean has no licence to interfere in Myanmar’s internal affairs: Singapore  

https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Myanmar-Crisis/Myanmar-military-expands-martial-law-as-crackdown-continues
https://asia.nikkei.com/Economy/Malaysia-s-Anwar-unveils-first-budget-with-social-welfare-boost
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Jokowi-seeks-support-from-China-for-Indonesia-s-new-capital
https://asia.nikkei.com/Economy/Trade/Philippines-ratifies-RCEP-trade-deal-after-shift-by-Marcos
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3211707/asean-has-no-licence-interfere-myanmars-internal-affairs-singapore
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West Asia  

by 

Sanket Joshi 
 

 

The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) is likely to appoint a new chief negotiator 

in March 2023 for talks on a free trade agreement (FTA) with India. India and 

UAE continue to work towards finalising the Rupee-Dirham arrangement for 

trade. Meanwhile, underscoring the deepening of India-Saudi Arabia relations, 

the Saudi Ambassador reiterated Riyadh’s interest in upgrading relations with 

India to the “highest level”.  

India and Oman held the 12th Round of Strategic Consultative Group Meeting 

(IOSCG) in Muscat on February 27. The two sides explored avenues of 

cooperation in key sectors including energy, trade and investment, health, 

education, defence, and cultural exchanges. 

Israel’s Ambassador to India expressed Tel Aviv’s confidence in Adani Group’s 

acquisition and the ability to handle the strategically important ‘Haifa Port’. In 

another development, the ‘I2U2’ group comprising India, Israel, UAE, and the 

US met in Abu Dhabi on February 22 to discuss food security.     

Highlighting Iran’s nuclear progress, US Under Secretary of Defence informed 

that Iran could make fissile material for one nuclear bomb in “about 12 days”, 

down from the estimated one year it would have taken while the 2015 nuclear 

deal (JCPOA) was in effect. Heightening tensions between Iran and the West, a 

quarterly report by International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has found 

Uranium particles enriched up to 83.7 percent in Iran’s Fordo nuclear site.  

Oman joined Saudi Arabia in opening its airspace to all airlines including Israeli 

carriers. Israeli Foreign Minister Eli Cohen lauded Oman’s decision as “another 

great step toward regional integration”. In another development, Saudi Arabia’s 

Foreign Minister Prince Faisal bin Farhan met Ukrainian President Volodymyr 

Zelenskyy in Kyiv on February 26. Saudi Arabia will provide war-torn Ukraine 

USD 400 million as humanitarian aid. 

UAE signed defence deals worth USD 6.36 billion in the recently held 

International Defence Exhibition (IDEX) in Abu Dhabi. To diversify its defence 

suppliers, UAE plans to buy Chinese L15 training and light combat aircraft.  

 

https://www.livemint.com/economy/gcc-to-appoint-negotiator-for-talks-with-india-11677521747607.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/india-uae-working-to-finalise-rupee-dirham-arrangement-for-trade-envoy-101677595479174.html
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/videos/news/saudi-envoy-says-relationship-with-india-will-be-upgraded-to-highest-level/videoshow/98305828.cms
https://www.mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/36307/12th_round_of_the_IndiaOman_Strategic_Consultative_Group_Meeting
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/adani-group-has-the-potential-israel-backs-haifa-port-decision/articleshow/98164720.cms?from=mdr
https://www.jns.org/india-israel-uae-us-i2u2-group-convenes-to-strategize-over-international-food-security/
https://www.jns.org/india-israel-uae-us-i2u2-group-convenes-to-strategize-over-international-food-security/
https://www.jpost.com/international/article-733013
https://www.timesofisrael.com/un-atomic-agency-confirms-iran-has-enriched-uranium-close-to-weapons-grade/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/oman-opens-airspace-joining-saudi-de-facto-israeli-airline-corridor-2023-02-23/
https://twitter.com/elicoh1/status/1628779927167291395
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/saudi-arabia/2023/02/26/Saudi-Arabia-signs-400-mln-agreement-in-Ukraine-aid-as-Kingdom-s-FM-visits-Kyiv-
https://www.reuters.com/business/aerospace-defense/uae-says-64bn-contracts-signed-major-defence-expo-2023-02-24/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/2/23/uae-to-order-12-l-15-planes-from-china-as-it-diversify-suppliers
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Other Developments 

Abu Dhabi defence firm signs MOU with India's HAL at UAE's defence expo 

Bharat Electronics Ltd to manufacture Israel's LORA ballistic missile for Indian 

Tri-Services 

Israel cabinet approves $2.8 billion for potential strike on Iran nuclear program 

Israeli settler violence is causing enormous pain, US envoy Nides says 

Jordan hosts Palestinian-Israeli talks amid tensions   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/abu-dhabi-defence-firm-signs-mou-with-india-s-hal-at-uae-s-defence-expo-11677109205445.html
https://www.outlookindia.com/business/bharat-electronics-ltd-to-manufacture-israel-s-lora-ballistic-missile-for-indian-tri-services-news-262609
https://www.outlookindia.com/business/bharat-electronics-ltd-to-manufacture-israel-s-lora-ballistic-missile-for-indian-tri-services-news-262609
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20230226-israel-cabinet-approves-2-8-billion-for-potential-strike-on-iran-nuclear-program/
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/article-733008
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20230226-jordan-hosts-palestinian-israeli-talks-amid-tensions/
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China  

by 

Angana Guha Roy 
 

China released a 12-point ‘position paper’ on the Russia-Ukraine war, in which 

it called for a ceasefire and talks between the two parties. “All parties must stay 

rational and exercise restraint, avoid fanning the flames and aggravating 

tensions, and prevent the crisis from deteriorating further or even spiralling out 

of control”, it said. Reacting to the paper, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken 

said “China’s been trying to have it both ways — it’s on the one hand trying to 

present itself publicly as neutral and seeking peace, while at the same time it is 

talking up Russia’s false narrative about the war”. 

Chinese Foreign Minister Qin Gang will travel to India this week to take part in 

the G20 Foreign Ministers’ meeting on March 2.  

Bangladesh’s Information and Broadcasting Minister Dr Hasan Mahmud had a 

meeting with the newly appointed Chinese Ambassador to Bangladesh Yao 

Wen about the role of the Chinese government in 'development processes', 

development ideas and other issues. During a press meet, Dr Mahmud said 

"China is a development partner of Bangladesh. And they want to be a 

development partner in future also to materialize the dream of a developed 

nation by 2041”. He added, “they didn't poke nose in the politics of Bangladesh 

and don't want to do it in future too”. 

On February 21, in a meeting of the Joint Working Group comprising 

representatives of the Nepal Electricity Authority and the State Grid 

Corporation of China,  the latter proposed to construct a cross-border 

transmission line for the purpose of importing electricity from Nepal in winter. 

According to the Chinese side, power production in Tibet slumps during the 

winter, a condition alike to Nepal. 

Amidst China’s reluctance to restructure Sri Lanka’s loan,  a prerequisite for an 

IMF loan, Donald Lu, Assistant Secretary of State for South and Central Asia 

expressed US concern  about Chinese loan strategy in India’s neighborhood. 

He emphasised "Concerning Chinese loans to countries in India’s immediate 

neighbourhood, we are deeply concerned that loans may be used for coercive 

leverage.” 

Other Developments 

China, Myanmar have resumed work on Railway Project  

https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/zxxx_662805/202302/t20230224_11030713.html
https://theprint.in/world/west-reacts-with-skepticism-to-chinese-ceasefire-proposal-for-ukraine/1397172/
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/nation/chinese-foreign-minister-qin-gang-to-attend-g20-fms-meet-in-india-483841
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/2023/02/28/hasan-china-doesnt-poke-nose-in-politics-of-bangladesh
https://kathmandupost.com/national/2023/02/24/nepali-and-chinese-officials-discuss-power-trade
https://kathmandupost.com/national/2023/02/24/nepali-and-chinese-officials-discuss-power-trade
https://www.businesstoday.in/latest/world/story/chinese-loans-to-pakistan-sri-lanka-may-be-used-for-coercive-leverage-warns-us-371412-2023-02-25
https://thediplomat.com/2023/03/china-myanmar-have-resumed-work-on-railway-project-report-says/
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Central Asia 

by 

Jayantika Rao T.V. 
 

On February 25, Kazakhstan expressed strong support for China’s peace 

initiative to resolve the conflict in Ukraine. A statement issued, Kazakhstan’s 

Foreign Ministry said it “welcomed China’s position on the political settlement 

of the Ukraine Crisis” and the proposal “deserves support as contributing to the 

cessation of bloodshed”.   

A few days after Kazakhstan’s support of the Chinese initiative, United States 

Secretary of State Antony Blinken arrived in Kazakhstan to visit top diplomats 

of the Central Asian nations as tensions from the Russia-Ukraine War soared. 

To rally global support for Ukraine, Secretary of State, Antony Blinken is 

travelling to pull some of Moscow’s traditional partners closer to the US. Donald 

Lu argued that while the “United States is aware that it is not realistic that the 

five-Central Asian countries will end their partnership with Russia or their 

growing alliance with China”, the Blinken visit is aimed at emphasising US’s 

reliability as a partner.  

Rome hosted the 7th European Union-Central Asia High-Level Conference on 

Environment and Water Corporation (conference) on February 23-24. 

Ministers and high-level diplomats of the Central Asian and the European 

Union countries were joined by representatives of international financial 

institutions, international and regional organisations and civil society that are 

involved in the development, management and implementation of 

environment, climate change and water policies.  

KazTransOil National Company has begun receiving Kazakh oil for 

transportation to Germany.  According to the Kazakh Energy Ministry, 

KazTransOil will transport 20,000 tons of Kazakh oil in February via the 

Druzhba Oil pipeline to the Adamowo-Zastawa oil delivery in Poland for further 

shipment to Germany. KazTransOil aims to deliver 300,000 tons of oil to 

Germany in the first quarter of 2023.  

  

https://www.brecorder.com/news/40228358
https://www.brecorder.com/news/40228358
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2023-02-24/blinken-aims-to-pressure-russia-on-trip-to-india-central-asia
https://www.brecorder.com/news/40228443
https://akipress.com/news:695766:7th_European_Union-Central_Asia_High-Level_Conference_on_Environment_and_Water_Cooperation_held_in_Rome/
https://akipress.com/news:695766:7th_European_Union-Central_Asia_High-Level_Conference_on_Environment_and_Water_Cooperation_held_in_Rome/
https://astanatimes.com/2023/02/kazakhstan-sends-first-batch-of-oil-to-germany-via-druzhba-pipeline/
https://astanatimes.com/2023/02/kazakhstan-sends-first-batch-of-oil-to-germany-via-druzhba-pipeline/
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Other Developments 

A Gas OPEC? Turkmenistan Being pushed to Follow Russia’s Lead in Gas 

Games 

Turkmenistan and Bahrain Sign INSTC Rail Connectivity Agreements 

Foreign Minister of Kyrgyzstan held talks with his Kazakh counterpart on the 

margins of the C5+1 meeting 

https://www.rferl.org/a/turkmenistan-russia-natural-gas-leverage-china/32289814.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/turkmenistan-russia-natural-gas-leverage-china/32289814.html
https://www.silkroadbriefing.com/news/2023/02/23/turkmenistan-bahrain-sign-instc-rail-connectivity-agreements/
https://akipress.com/news:696027:Foreign_Ministers_of_Kyrgyzstan,_Kazakhstan_hold_talks_in_Astana/
https://akipress.com/news:696027:Foreign_Ministers_of_Kyrgyzstan,_Kazakhstan_hold_talks_in_Astana/
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