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Cover Image: 
South Asia: Rescue workers and security personnel at the site of terrorist attack in Peshawar on January 30, 2023. 
Source: Dawn 
 

Southeast Asia: External Affairs Minister of India, Dr. S. Jaishankar met with Don Pramudwinai, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister of Thailand on January 30, 2022 Source: Jaishankar official Twitter account 
 

West Asia: Prime Minister Narendra Modi met Egypt’s President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi at Hyderabad House in New 
Delhi on January 25, 2023. Source: Twitter/@narendramodi 
 

China: China's National Health Commission said in a statement it would no longer publish daily data after ending Zero 
Covid policy.File photo - VOA 
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South Asia 

by 

Shreyas Deshmukh 

 

Pakistan’s internal problems are continuing to escalate. On January 30, more 

than a hundred persons, almost all policemen, were killed in a terrorist attack 

carried out by a branch of the Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan. The terrorists targeted 

a mosque located in a highly secured Police headquarter in Peshawar. 

Following the attack, all the major Pakistani cities were put on high alert.  

In the backdrop of the 9th quarterly review of an IMF Extended Fund Facility 

conducted on January 31, and depleting foreign currency reserves which stand 

USD 3.7 billion, on January 27, the Pakistan government removed control over 

the currency exchange rate. Since then, the Pak Rupee has seen a 14.50 percent 

depreciation, while, inflation has gone up to 30 percent. To overcome the 

economic crisis by importing cheaper Russian oil/gas and to discuss the 

evolving situation in Afghanistan, Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto 

Zardari visited Moscow and held a meeting with his counterpart Sergey Lavrov 

on January 30. Owing to the political and security situation in Pakistan, Sheikh 

Mohamed bin Zayed, President of the UAE cancelled his visit to Islamabad 

which was planned for January 30.  

The Russian and the US special representatives for Afghanistan visited Pakistan 

on January 25 and 31, respectively. Women’s rights, their access to education 

and vital aid in Afghanistan was the issue discussed in the meeting. Meanwhile, 

in the last two weeks, more than 160 people died in freezing temperatures in 

Afghanistan. 

The IMF has approved loans of USD 4.7 billion to Bangladesh for disbursal 

starting immediately. This will help the country to boost its reserves and 

provide a buffer to implement reforms to bring macroeconomic stability.  

  

https://www.dawn.com/news/1734573/death-toll-from-attack-on-mosque-in-peshawars-police-lines-rises-to-88
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1035878-security-tightened-across-sindh-after-peshawar-blast
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2398545/pakistan-imf-talks-to-begin-today
https://www.dawn.com/news/1733851/sbp-reserves-plunge-to-37bn
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2398397/rupee-breaches-270-against-usd-as-downward-spiral-continues
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2398397/rupee-breaches-270-against-usd-as-downward-spiral-continues
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2398373/hike-in-fuel-price-to-jolt-businesses-households
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1035844-russia-vows-to-cooperate-with-pakistan-on-energy
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1036018-bad-weather-uae-president-s-islamabad-visit-cancelled
https://www.app.com.pk/national/hina-russian-envoy-on-afghanistan-discuss-matters-of-regional-peace-security/
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1036026-us-envoy-to-afghanistan-arrives-in-islamabad
https://www.indiatoday.in/world/story/afghans-die-from-freezing-temperatures-in-afghanistan-2326942-2023-01-27
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/imf-board-approves-47-bln-support-program-bangladesh-2023-01-30/
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Other Developments 

India has asked Pakistan to change a decades-old water-sharing agreement by 

barring third parties from intervening in disputes. 

US Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs Victoria Nuland visited Nepal 

on January 30. 

The Nepal Electricity Authority (NEA) has urged the Bihar government to 

supply an additional 90 Mega Watt (MW) of power from Bihar. 

Maldives President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih won a party primary and will run 

for a second term in the September elections..  

 

  

https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/india-wants-keep-third-parties-out-water-treaty-with-pakistan-sources-2023-01-27/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/india-wants-keep-third-parties-out-water-treaty-with-pakistan-sources-2023-01-27/
https://kathmandupost.com/national/2023/01/30/us-under-secretary-nuland-calls-on-foreign-minister-paudyal
https://kathmandupost.com/national/2023/01/30/us-under-secretary-nuland-calls-on-foreign-minister-paudyal
https://theprint.in/world/nepal-urges-90-mw-power-from-bihar-amid-power-deficit/1341503/
https://theprint.in/world/nepal-urges-90-mw-power-from-bihar-amid-power-deficit/1341503/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/maldives-president-to-run-again-after-winning-primary/article66448065.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/maldives-president-to-run-again-after-winning-primary/article66448065.ece
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Southeast Asia  

by 

Anshita Shukla 
 

The 95th ASEAN Business Advisory Council (BAC) meeting was held on January 

30 in Jakarta. Satvinder Singh, the Deputy Secretary-General of ASEAN for the 

ASEAN Economic Community highlighted the areas of collaboration between 

the bloc and ASEAN-BAC to achieve the ASEAN Priority Economic Deliverables 

in 2023. The meeting concluded with the ASEAN BAC Handover Ceremony 

2023, where Secretary-General Dr. Kao encouraged ASEAN-BAC “to explore 

ways to transform ASEAN’s economic potential and cooperation into actual 

opportunities to achieve real and tangible benefits”. 

On January 29, the Foreign Ministry of Indonesia and the Government of DKI 

Jakarta organised the 2023 ASEAN Indonesia Chairmanship Kick-Off event in 

Central Jakarta. "This year, Indonesia became the chair of ASEAN in the middle 

of a very difficult global situation. Economic crises, energy crises, food crises, 

war, everything is happening”, stated President Jokowi Widodo in his opening 

remarks. 

 

External Affairs Minister, Dr. S. Jaishankar met with Don Pramudwinai, the 

Deputy Prime Minister and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Thailand, on 

January 30. The two ministers discussed the bilateral relations between their 

countries and the situation in Myanmar. 

The Myanmar military government representative has been invited to attend 

the ASEAN Defence Ministers Meeting- Plus (ADMM) experts working group 

on maritime security co-chaired by the United States and Thailand. Countries' 

attendance at the meeting is determined by the ASEAN member states, stated 

Lieutenant Colonel Martin Meiners, a spokesperson for the US Department of 

Defence.  

Singapore and Malaysia signed three bilateral cooperation agreements on the 

digital economy, green economy, personal data protection, and cyber security 

on January 30. As bilateral cooperation expands, the government of Malaysia 

has stated that the decision to withdraw two applications to the International 

Court of Justice (ICJ) concerning the sovereignty of Pedra Branca, Middle 

Rocks and South Ledge in 2018 by the then coalition government led by Dr 

Mahathir Mohamad was “not in order and improper”. However, the country 

respects the ICJ 2008 ruling on Pedra Branca in favor of Singapore stated 

Attorney General Idris Harun. 

https://twitter.com/ASEAN/status/1620005078248861696?cxt=HHwWgMDR9aKCtfssAAAA
https://twitter.com/ASEAN/status/1620093314430291969?cxt=HHwWgsDS2aWS3fssAAAA
https://twitter.com/ASEAN/status/1620093314430291969?cxt=HHwWgsDS2aWS3fssAAAA
https://www.thejakartapost.com/world/2023/01/29/jokowi-kicks-off-indonesias-asean-chairmanship-with-parade.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/adv/2023/01/30/president-jokowi-kicks-off-indonesias-asean-chairmanship-in-jakarta.html
https://twitter.com/DrSJaishankar/status/1619976177984368643?cxt=HHwWhsDTlYfwp_ssAAAA
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3208550/genocide-charge-aside-myanmar-military-gets-seat-us-co-chaired-asean-defence-meet
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/1/31/myanmar-invited-to-asian-military-meeting-cochaired-by-us
https://en.vietnamplus.vn/singapore-malaysia-sign-three-cooperation-agreements-on-digital-economy-green-economy/247579.vnp
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/malaysia-icj-ruling-pedra-branca-application-withdraw-review-2018-improper-3236041
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Other Developments 

Myanmar junta plans polls with strict rules for political parties 

ICC reopens probe into Philippines’ deadly ‘war on drugs’ 

World Bank approves US$600 million loan to support Philippines' recovery, 

financial sector 

  

https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/myanmar-junta-plans-poll-with-strict-rules-for-political-parties/
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/icc-grants-new-inquiry-into-manilas-deadly-war-on-drugs
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/world-bank-approves-us600-million-loan-support-philippines-recovery-financial-sector-3243426
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/world-bank-approves-us600-million-loan-support-philippines-recovery-financial-sector-3243426
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West Asia  

by 

Sanket Joshi 
 

 

Deepening the time-tested partnership between India and Egypt, the President 

of Egypt, Abdel Fattah El-Sisi attended India’s Republic Day celebrations as 

Chief Guest on January 26. The two countries elevated their relationship to a 

“strategic partnership” covering “political”, “security”, “defence”, “energy”, and 

“economic areas”. Discussions between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 

President El-Sisi focused on augmenting cooperation in healthcare, 

environment, global supply chains, and the need to end cross-border terrorism. 

Governor of the Reserve Bank of India, Shaktikanta Das, met his UAE 

counterpart in Abu Dhabi on January 30 to discuss collaboration in fintech. 

Meanwhile, recognising the contribution of the Indian community, Vice 

President and Prime Minister of UAE, Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al 

Maktoum, has issued directives to rename Dubai’s Al Minhad area as “Hind 

City”.   

Further, Abu Dhabi-based ‘International Holding Company’ (IHC) is investing 

USD 400 million in India’s ‘Adani Enterprises’ follow-on sale of shares. ‘Adani 

Ports’ and ‘Gadot Group’ have acquired the strategic Israeli port of Haifa for USD 

1.2 billion. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu described this as an 

“enormous milestone”, while, Adani Group Chairman Gautam Adani lauded 

‘Abraham Accord’ as a “game changer for the Mediterranean Sea logistics”.   

India strongly condemned a terror attack near a synagogue in East Jerusalem 

that killed seven people. In the backdrop of mounting tensions between Israel 

and Palestine, US Secretary of State, Antony Blinken, met Israeli Prime Minister 

Benjamin Netanyahu in Jerusalem on January 31, reiterating US’s “ironclad 

commitment to Israel’s security including preventing Iran from acquiring 

nuclear weapons”. Amidst this, an Israeli drone strike targeted an advanced 

weapons production facility in Iran’s city of Isfahan. In a strategic message to 

Iran, the US and Israel concluded “Juniper Oak 23.2”, their “largest joint military 

exercise in history”.      

  

https://twitter.com/narendramodi/status/1618556298047664128
https://www.mea.gov.in/bilateral-documents.htm?dtl/36145/List_of_Outcomes__State_visit_of_President_of_Egypt_to_India
https://twitter.com/narendramodi/status/1618256923371134977
https://twitter.com/IndembAbuDhabi/status/1620001723699064832
https://wam.ae/en/details/1395303123140
https://wam.ae/en/details/1395303123140
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2023-01-30/abu-dhabi-s-ihc-invests-400-million-in-adani-share-offering?leadSource=uverify%2520wall
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/transportation/shipping-/-transport/gautam-adani-says-to-keep-investing-in-israel-after-haifa-port-takeover/articleshow/97493999.cms
https://twitter.com/gautam_adani/status/1620408114330873856
https://twitter.com/MEAIndia/status/1619269817198067712
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/1/30/blinken-urges-calm-reaffirms-us-ironclad-support-for-israel
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/1/30/blinken-urges-calm-reaffirms-us-ironclad-support-for-israel
https://www.wsj.com/articles/israel-drone-strike-hit-iranian-weapons-facility-11675110298
https://www.centcom.mil/MEDIA/PRESS-RELEASES/Press-Release-View/Article/3278431/
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Other Developments  

China’s foreign minister seeks stronger economic ties with Saudi Arabia 

Saudi Crown Prince, President Putin discuss OPEC+ cooperation for oil 

market stability: Kremlin 

Blinken: All options available to prevent Iran from acquiring a nuclear weapon 

Iran, Russia link banking systems amid Western sanction 

Iran says drone attack on defence facility in Isfahan failed 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.reuters.com/markets/asia/china-foreign-minister-seeks-stronger-economic-ties-with-saudi-arabia-2023-01-31/
https://english.alarabiya.net/business/energy/2023/01/30/Saudi-Crown-Prince-Putin-discuss-OPEC-cooperation-for-oil-market-stability-Kremlin
https://english.alarabiya.net/business/energy/2023/01/30/Saudi-Crown-Prince-Putin-discuss-OPEC-cooperation-for-oil-market-stability-Kremlin
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/saudi-arabia/2023/01/29/Blinken-All-options-available-to-prevent-Iran-from-acquiring-a-nuclear-weapon
https://www.reuters.com/business/finance/iran-russia-link-banking-systems-amid-western-sanction-2023-01-30/
https://en.irna.ir/news/85013395/Further-detail-on-Isfahan-attack-released
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China  

by 

Angana Guha Roy 
 

Even as  health authorities of China said that the peak of the Covid wave has 

passed and that there has been a rapid decline in deaths and severe cases public 

health experts continue to question whether Beijing has been transparent 

enough to enable them to accurately assess the situation.The WHO believes 

that the definition of death by the Chinese government is "too narrow". 

China  accused Washington of pursuing “technology hegemony” following 

media reports that the United States has stepped up pressure on tech giant 

Huawei by blocking all access to American suppliers.The reported  move would 

tighten restrictions imposed in 2019 that limit Huawei's access to processor 

chips and other technology.  Huawei has faced numerous criticisms for various 

aspects of its operations including data theft and spying on military 

communications. 

Simultaneously reports claim that China is planning to restrict exports of key 

solar manufacturing technology could delay attempts to build up a domestic 

solar supply chain in the US.If the plan is adopted, Chinese solar manufacturers 

would be required to obtain a license from their provincial commerce 

authorities to export such technologies.China currently accounts for nearly all 

of solar ingot and wafer production globally, as well as much of the equipment 

used in the manufacturing process. 

During the All India Director Generals of Police (DGP) Conference  from 

January 20-22, a research paper presented by the Superintendent of Police, 

Leh, highlighted, China has blocked access to the Indian Army at 26 patrolling 

points along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in eastern Ladakh, resulting in the 

loss of huge swatches of grazing land belonging to local Ladakhi people.The 

government is yet to comment on the issue. 

While discussing the security challenges along the land borders with Nepal and 

Myanmar at the DGP Conference it was revealed that China has “exploited” the 

sense of alienation and insecurity among tribal communities along the India-

Myanmar border in order to “cause insurgency and instability” in northeastern 

India. It added that insurgents sourced their arms from China and brought 

them into India via Myanmar. 

https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/world-has-no-faith-in-covid-figures-released-by-china-report-3725797
https://apnews.com/article/technology-united-states-government-huawei-technologies-co-ltd-district-of-columbia-business-ab63a8f31847f23b691fa705f8a4a8e2
https://www.wsj.com/articles/new-china-rule-threatens-to-disrupt-u-s-solar-ambitions-11675173199
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/restrictive-no-patrolling-at-26-points-along-line-of-actual-control-report-2326185-2023-01-25
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/restrictive-no-patrolling-at-26-points-along-line-of-actual-control-report-2326185-2023-01-25
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/china-exploited-insecurity-among-tribal-communities-on-india-myanmar-border-research-paper/article66436514.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/china-exploited-insecurity-among-tribal-communities-on-india-myanmar-border-research-paper/article66436514.ece
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Responding to Sri Lanka’s long-standing request for a commitment on 

rescheduling its debts as a prelude to a bailout by the International Monetary 

Fund (IMF) Chinese EXIM bank offered Sri Lanka a two-year moratorium on its 

debt and said it would support the country’s efforts to secure a $2.9 billion.The 

move comes after  India offered the required assurances to Sri Lanka for the 

bailout package. 

Other Developments 

China increases activities in Nepal as Maoist govt takes over 

Tibetan refugees caught between China, Nepal: Report 

Chinese tech giants take center stage at mega Bangladesh digital show 

Bangladesh may overtake China to be EU's biggest apparel source 

  

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/international/world-news/after-india-china-gives-financing-assurances-to-sri-lanka-for-imf-bailout-package/articleshow/97223249.cms
https://www.firstpost.com/world/china-increases-activities-in-nepal-as-maoist-govt-takes-over-12061952.html
https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/tibetan-refugees-caught-between-china-nepal-report20230129101322/
http://www.china.org.cn/world/Off_the_Wire/2023-01/31/content_85082251.htm
https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/bangladesh-may-overtake-china-to-be-eus-biggest-apparel-source20230124225226/
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