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India’s ambitions with matching strategies and capabilities, from diplomatic initiatives to security policy and military 
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At a time of disruptive change in the global order, DPG aims to deliver research based, relevant, reliable and realist policy 
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national power and purpose, the security and prosperity of the people of India and India’s contributions to the global 
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 [[ 

India’s Proximity Archives 
India’s Proximity Archives covers major developments in South Asia, Southeast Asia, West Asia and China of strategic 
relevance to India, compiled from open-source media. The research team includes Angana Guha Roy, Ph.D., Shreyas 
Deshmukh, Sanket Joshi and Anshita Shukla, Research Associates. Your comments and feedback can be addressed to 
Sanket Joshi at sanket@dpg.org.in. 
 

 
 

Cover Image: 
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South Asia 

by 

Shreyas Deshmukh 

 

Prime Minister of Pakistan Shahbaz Sharif, in a TV interview during his visit to 

UAE on January 16, called for an “honest talk with (Indian) Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi on various burning (bilateral) issues”. Subsequently, he resorted 

to the usual rhetoric over Jammu and Kashmir. The UNSC designated Abdul 

Rehman Makki, the Deputy Chief of Lashkar-e-Tayyaba, as a global terrorist. In 

June 2022, China had put a hold on this listing but this time withdrew its 

objection.   

Fear of economic default continues to loom over Pakistan even after backing 

from Saudi Arabia and UAE (USD 4 billion). This week thousands of containers 

were held up at Karachi Port due to depleted foreign currency reserves as banks 

refused to issue new letters of credit for importers.  

Mursal Nabizada, a former Afghan MP was killed at her home in Kabul on 

January 15. It is the first time a lawmaker from the previous administration has 

been killed in the city since the takeover. Earlier on January 11, five people were 

killed by a suicide bomber near the Afghan Foreign Ministry in Kabul, where a 

Chinese delegation was due to visit. 

Bangladesh expanding relationship with Indo-Pacific countries. The US 

Assistant Secretary for South and Central Asia Donald Lu visited Dhaka on 

January 14-15. The US sanctions on the Rapid Action Battalion of Bangladesh, 

GSP Status, defence cooperation, and Rohingya influx were some of the issues 

discussed during his visit. In a conference on January 14, the Foreign Minister 

of Bangladesh Dr. AK Abdul Momen said that his country is now ready to take 

the bilateral relationship with Japan to a level of ‘Strategic Partnership'. 

Meanwhile, Indian Coast Guard ships ICGS Shaurya And ICGS Rajveer, visited 

Chattogram, Bangladesh from January 13-18.  

India has informed the IMF that it will support Sri Lanka's debt restructuring 

plan. Sri Lanka is expecting USD 2.9 billion bailout package from the IMF. 

Further, to overcome the economic crisis Sri Lankan State Minister Premitha 

Bandara Tennakoon announced reducing the size of the Sri Lankan Armed 

Forces from the current strength of 200,783 to 135,000 by 2024, and by 2030 it 

will be reduced to 100,000. 

 

https://twitter.com/i/broadcasts/1yoKMZrdQnwGQ?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1615035134570549249%7Ctwgr%5E8f2b38beb36d1b582f8c7a2385e9672a7825a27d%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dawn.com%2Fnews%2F1732045
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/pakistan/un-blacklists-let-deputy-chief-abdul-rehman-makki-as-global-terrorist/articleshow/97043628.cms?utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=iPadapp&utm_source=email
https://www.dawn.com/news/1731409/pakistan-gets-4bn-lifeline-as-economic-woes-mount
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2396035/thousands-of-containers-held-up-at-karachi-port-as-dollars-dry-up
https://apnews.com/article/afghanistan-government-kabul-d2f1e0f26cc090604701c5f198183687
https://www.dawn.com/news/1731195/blast-near-ministry-building-in-kabul-kills-five
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/diplomacy/news/us-assistant-secretary-flies-today-3220296
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/diplomacy/news/us-focus-polls-atmosphere-3222911
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/diplomacy/news/us-focus-polls-atmosphere-3222911
https://www.dhakatribune.com/foreign-affairs/2023/01/14/dhaka-for-elevating-ties-with-tokyo-to-strategic-partnership
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/defence-partnership-2-indian-ships-arrive-ctg-3221221
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/defence-partnership-2-indian-ships-arrive-ctg-3221221
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/sri-lanka-cut-recurrent-budget-expenditure-by-6-in-2023-2023-01-17/
https://www.dailymirror.lk/breaking_news/SL-Armys-strength-to-be-trimmed-from-200-000-to-135-000-by-next-year/108-252123
https://www.dailymirror.lk/breaking_news/SL-Armys-strength-to-be-trimmed-from-200-000-to-135-000-by-next-year/108-252123
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Other Developments 

The 10th meeting of the BIMSTEC Joint Working Group on Counter Terrorism 

and Transnational Crime (JWG-CTTC), was held on January 12, 2023, in New 

Delhi. 

68 passengers died in a plane crash in Pokhara, Nepal on January 15, 2023.  

Sri Lankan President Ranil Wickremesinghe said that government will fully 

implement the 13th Amendment.  

https://mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/36112/10th_meeting_of_the_BIMSTEC_Joint_Working_Group_on_Counter_Terrorism_and_Transnational_Crime_JWGCTTC
https://mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/36112/10th_meeting_of_the_BIMSTEC_Joint_Working_Group_on_Counter_Terrorism_and_Transnational_Crime_JWGCTTC
https://mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/36112/10th_meeting_of_the_BIMSTEC_Joint_Working_Group_on_Counter_Terrorism_and_Transnational_Crime_JWGCTTC
https://kathmandupost.com/national/2023/01/16/68-dead-in-nepal-s-worst-domestic-air-disaster
http://www.colombopage.com/archive_23A/Jan16_1673820190CH.php
http://www.colombopage.com/archive_23A/Jan16_1673820190CH.php
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Southeast Asia  

by 

Anshita Shukla 
 

The new Secretary-General of ASEAN convened a meeting of the Committee 

of Permanent Representatives (CPR) to ASEAN on January 16, 2023. 

Ambassador Derry Aman, Permanent Representative of Indonesia to ASEAN, 

underscored the importance of ASEAN centrality for maintaining the bloc’s 

strategic importance in the region and the world, as reflected by this year’s 

theme – “ASEAN Matters: Epicentrum of Growth”. He further highlighted 

Indonesia’s priorities as this year’s ASEAN Chair on “food security, energy 

security, global health architecture, financial stability, and mainstreaming the 

ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific". 

On January 12, the Ambassador of India to ASEAN, Jayant N. Khobragade paid 

a courtesy call to the new Secretary-General of ASEAN, Dr. Kao Kim Hourn at 

the ASEAN Secretariat. 

As the upcoming chair of ASEAN, Indonesia is establishing a special envoy’s 

office to coordinate ASEAN efforts in managing the Myanmar crisis to be 

spearheaded by Retno Marsudi, Indonesia’s foreign minister. On January 11, 

the foreign minister stated the country’s commitment as the chair towards 

disallowing the Myanmar crisis to inhibit ASEAN cooperation. This comes at 

the same time as rights activists in Indonesia demand the country to highlight 

the crisis of Rohingya refugees in ASEAN. 

This week Indonesian Ocean Justice Initiative reported that CCG 5901, the 

Chinese coastguard’s leading ship had been sailing in Indonesia’s Exclusive 

Economic Zone (EEZ) in the Natuna Sea, near the Tuna Bloc gas field and the 

Vietnamese Chim Sao oil and gas field, since December 30. This comes 

weeks after Indonesia and SKK Migas, the country’s oil and gas regulator, 

approved the first phase of development of the Tuna offshore gas field in the 

South China Sea. The chief of the Indonesian navy has reported that the 

country has deployed a warship, maritime patrol plane and drone to 

monitor the Chinese vessel. 

 

 

 

https://asean.org/cpr-holds-first-meeting-for-2023-sec-gen-of-asean-attends-opening/
https://asean.org/cpr-holds-first-meeting-for-2023-sec-gen-of-asean-attends-opening/
https://en.vietnamplus.vn/indonesia-announces-priorities-for-asean-chairmanship-year/246925.vnp
https://asean.org/ambassador-of-india-to-asean-pays-courtesy-call-on-secretary-general-of-asean/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Myanmar-Crisis/Indonesia-to-set-up-office-of-ASEAN-special-envoy-on-Myanmar
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Myanmar-Crisis/Indonesia-to-set-up-office-of-ASEAN-special-envoy-on-Myanmar
https://www.thejakartapost.com/world/2023/01/11/asean-unity-wont-be-held-hostage-by-myanmar-crisis-retno.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/world/2023/01/15/activists-call-on-indonesia-to-put-rohingya-refugees-in-asean-spotlight.html
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3206445/china-sending-signal-deploying-largest-coastguard-vessels-near-indonesias-natunas
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3205339/indonesia-approves-us3-billion-development-plan-south-china-sea-gas-block?module=inline&pgtype=article
https://edition.cnn.com/2023/01/15/asia/indonesia-warship-china-natuna-sea-intl-hnk/index.html
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Other Developments 

Myanmar shadow government raises $132m to oppose the junta 

Malaysia says it could stop palm oil exports to EU after new curbs 

Air strikes near India border as Myanmar junta bombs rebels 

Vietnam requests aid from Japan for mega railway, refinery projects 

Indonesia, Timor Leste promote economic cooperation, resolve border issues 

  

https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/myanmar-shadow-government-raises-131m-to-oppose-junta
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/malaysia-says-it-could-stop-palm-oil-exports-eu-after-new-curbs-3200561
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3206450/air-strikes-near-india-border-myanmar-junta-bombs-rebels
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Vietnam-requests-aid-from-Japan-for-mega-railway-refinery-projects
https://en.vietnamplus.vn/indonesia-timor-leste-promote-economic-cooperation-resolve-border-issues/246938.vnp
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West Asia  

by 

Sanket Joshi 
 

 

India’s External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar congratulated UAE’s Minister 

of Industry and Advanced Technology, Dr. Sultan Ahmed Al Jaber, for being 

named as President-Designate for the 28th Conference of Parties (COP) to the 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 

Meanwhile, India and the UAE are reportedly close to a “major agreement” on a 

renewable energy grid. The two countries also signed an MoU for Green 

Hydrogen development and investment.  

UAE’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan while addressing 

“Voice of the Global South Summit” commanded India’s inclusive approach in 

its G20 Presidency and called upon COP28 and G20 to work together for 

humanity. 

Ahead of Egyptian President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi’s visit to India as the Chief 

Guest at Republic Day 2023, Egypt’s Ambassador in New Delhi highlighted 

President Sisi’s visit as a golden opportunity for the two countries to forge a 

“strategic partnership” based on “common interests and shared priorities”. As 

part of India’s G20 Presidency, India and Egypt will join hands to be a voice of 

the Global South.    

Iran executed its former Deputy Defence Minister and British-Iranian dual 

citizen, Alireza Akbari, who was reportedly convicted of spying for the UK. 

British Prime Minister, Rishi Sunak, condemned the Iranian regime’s “callous 

and cowardly act” highlighting the “barbaric nature of the regime that has no 

respect for the human rights of its people”.  

US Defence Secretary Austin reiterated Washington’s “firm support” to Israel 

based on a “shared commitment to democracy, freedom, and the rule of law”. 

Meanwhile, Iraq’s Prime Minister Mohammed Shia al-Sudani defended the 

continued presence of US troops in his country for the elimination of ISIS. 

Amidst the growing strategic competition between the US and China, Saudi 

Arabia’s Finance Minister Mohammed al-Jadaan called for “avoiding 

geopolitical tensions”, and stressed that Riyadh’s strategic ties with Washington 

and Beijing can “bridge the gap between the US and China”. 

 

https://newsonair.com/2023/01/12/eam-dr-s-jaishankar-congratulates-dr-sultan-ahmed-al-jaber-on-becoming-cop-28-president/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/india-uae-close-deal-renewable-electricity-grid-link-indian-minister-2023-01-15/
https://twitter.com/IndembAbuDhabi/status/1613900042955534336
https://twitter.com/IndembAbuDhabi/status/1613900042955534336
https://twitter.com/IndembAbuDhabi/status/1613908860095561733
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/defence-cooperation-important-pillar-in-india-egypt-ties-egyptian-envoy-101673879457383.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/defence-cooperation-important-pillar-in-india-egypt-ties-egyptian-envoy-101673879457383.html
https://twitter.com/ANI/status/1614980258066993158
https://twitter.com/ANI/status/1614980258066993158
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-64273520
https://twitter.com/SecDef/status/1612975287695818755
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/1/15/iraqi-prime-minister-al-sudani-says-us-troop-presence-needed
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/saudi-arabia/2023/01/16/Saudi-Arabia-can-bridge-the-gap-between-US-China-Finance-minister
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Other Developments 

India's IRENA Presidency Reinforces its Clean Energy Leadership 

OPEC Says Chinese Oil Demand to Rebound in 2023   

Biden Administration to Ask Congress to Approve F-16 Sale to Turkey 

Iran’s Foreign Minister Meets Hezbollah Chief in Beirut 

FM: Iran will continue its strong support for Syria, seeks all-out expansion of 

ties in all areas 

'Iran Has Enough Enriched Uranium to Make 4 Nuclear Bombs,' Israeli Army 

Says 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/renewable/indias-irena-presidency-reinforces-its-clean-energy-leadership/97043645
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/opec-says-chinese-oil-demand-rebound-2023-after-drop-2023-01-17/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/biden-administration-to-ask-congress-to-approve-f-16-sale-to-turkey-11673630059
https://en.mehrnews.com/news/196100/Iran-foreign-minister-meets-Hezbollah-chief-in-Beirut
https://www.presstv.ir/Detail/2023/01/14/696341/Iran-Syria-strong-support-Amir-Abdollahian-Assad
https://www.presstv.ir/Detail/2023/01/14/696341/Iran-Syria-strong-support-Amir-Abdollahian-Assad
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20230114-iran-has-enough-enriched-uranium-to-make-4-nuclear-bombs-israeli-army-says/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20230114-iran-has-enough-enriched-uranium-to-make-4-nuclear-bombs-israeli-army-says/
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China  

by 

Angana Guha Roy 
 

Amidst debate over the impact of easing China’s zero Covid policy, China's 

economy slowed sharply in the fourth quarter due to stringent COVID curbs, 

dragging down economic growth to merely 3%,  the worst growth figures since 

a 1.6 contraction in 1976. 

Weeks after China’s high altitude clash with   India  in the eastern sector of LAC, 

China denounced  US assistant secretary of state for South and Central Asian 

affairs Donald Liu's latest statement  criticizing China's aggressive moves along  

LAC . In a statement  Chinese embassy stressed "Chinese side is firmly opposed 

to such acts that a third country point fingers at the bilateral issue between 

other two countries out of geopolitical consideration.” 

China’s proposed 60,000 MW  hydropower project in Arunachal Pradesh’s 

Upper Siang district  has raised concerns (a) it can  reduce the natural flow of 

water from the Brahmaputra away from India during lean patches (b)  it can  be 

used to trigger “artificial floods” .  The Brahmaputra accounts for nearly 30% of 

freshwater resources and 40% of India’s hydropower potential. Diverting its 

flow might impact the agricultural sector in Assam and Arunachal Pradesh. 

China has opposed a suggested visit by Tibetan spiritual leader the Dalai Lama 

to Sri Lanka. Charged d'affaires Hu Wei stated that Dalai Lama "has long been 

engaging in anti-China separatist activities and attempting to split Tibet from 

China" 

In the wake of rising concerns about the role of China in Sri Lanka’s debt 

restructuring, Chen Zhou who is leading a visiting high level delegation of 

China’s Communist Party (CPC) to Sri Lanka said: “Several Ministries and 

financial institutes of China are working closely on this issue for quite a long 

period. I’m confident that Sri Lanka will have good news very soon.”Sri Lanka 

is relying on $2.9 billion bridge loan from the International Monetary Fund 

(IMF) that is expected to relieve country’s crisis hit economy.  

Meanwhile reports have surfaced that Sri Lanka’s Tamil and Muslim 

communities are concerned about the recent increase in visits of Chinese 

Embassy officials to Sri Lanka’s Northern and Eastern provinces due to security 

reasons. People have also expressed concern about the distribution of Chinese-

produced rice as it is reported to cause food poisoning and ill health.  

https://www.ft.com/content/ebe63075-32c1-46a0-8d49-570dfb654547
https://www.ft.com/content/ebe63075-32c1-46a0-8d49-570dfb654547
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/china-pushes-back-against-us-criticism-of-actions-on-lac-101673806720029.html
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/china-60000-megawatt-dam-near-arunachal-sends-alarm-bells-ringing-in-india-2322675-2023-01-17
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/international/world-news/china-opposes-dalai-lamas-planned-visit-to-sri-lanka/articleshow/97061635.cms
https://www.thestatesman.com/world/china-promises-some-good-news-on-sls-debt-restricting-1503147312.html
https://theprint.in/world/sri-lankas-tamil-muslims-concerned-about-increased-visits-of-chinese-officials/1316669/
https://theprint.in/world/sri-lankas-tamil-muslims-concerned-about-increased-visits-of-chinese-officials/1316669/
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 With India getting 14 out of 15 members of the UN Security Council on its side, 

on January 16 China gave up a  technical hold it had placed last year  on the 

designation of Lahore-based Lashkar-e-Toiba’s deputy chief Abdul Rehman 

Makki as a global terrorist by the 1267 UN Sanctions committee. In June 2022, 

China blocked a joint proposal from the US and India to have Makki included 

on the UNSC’s list of global terrorists. India criticised Beijing’s action, calling it 

“extremely unfortunate.” 

Other Developments 

The Problem(s) With China’s Population Drop 

WHO welcomes data on COVID-19 in China, meeting with Minister  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/after-unsc-u-turn-on-let-terrorist-makkis-sanctioning-china-praises-pakistans-counter-terror-record/article66386118.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/after-unsc-u-turn-on-let-terrorist-makkis-sanctioning-china-praises-pakistans-counter-terror-record/article66386118.ece
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/01/17/opinion/china-population-economy.html
https://www.who.int/news/item/14-01-2023-who-welcomes-data-on-covid-19-in-china--meeting-with-minister
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