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by
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Introduction

The situation along segments of the un-demarcated India-China border is said
to be barely under control, but certainly it is hardly in order. Even as the two
countries are supposedly celebrating 70 Years of Bilateral Relations, Chinese
intrusions are setting new standards of pre-mediated hostility and
intimidation. As it is, India-China relations have remained tenuous despite
much hyped ‘“informal” summit meetings and India's efforts to “prevent
differences from becoming disputes”. China's antagonistic stance has not only
persisted at the UNSC and elsewhere but it has also grown sharper, even in
relation to the Covid-19 pandemic. This paper is not so much intended to
enumerate the details or the chronology of Chinese intrusions, but rather to
understand the motivations behind China's aggressive behaviour and the
implications for India, particularly as these have the potential of morphing into
a major confrontation between two nuclear powers.

Chinese Transgressions: Situation on the Ground

Over the last month, the Chinese PLA has made three significant incursions
into the Indian side of the Line of Actual Control (LAC). On May 9, 2020 Chinese
troops encroached into settled borders in north Sikkim at Naku La, an area
which is generally peaceful, resulting in a physical scuffle with Indian troops.
The attempt appeared to be to reopen the boundary issue by challenging Indian
sovereignty.

Incidents at the Pagong Tso lake (May 5/6) and the Galwan valley in Ladakh are
even more serious developments. The PLA's intrusion at Pangong Tso is
turning into an occupation on the Indian side of the LAC at a spur called Finger
4 on the north bank of the 134 km long brackish water lake, one third of which
is on the Indian side and two thirds in the territory under Chinese control. The
alignment of the LAC astride the waterway and its adjoining features has
always been a point of contention and frequent Chinese transgressions. A
major confrontation in this area took place on India's Independence Day in
2017, ending in a fist fight. There was another attempted intrusion in 2019,
which was resolved peacefully. The area is of great operational importance for
both India and China as the two shoulders of the lake are considered the likely
corridors of possible Chinese offensives in eastern Ladakh. Chushul, which is
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in the proximity of Pagong Tso, was also the site of one of the fiercest battles of
the 1962 India-China border war. In recent years India has upgraded its
defensive posture, including through deployments of mechanised forces, to
thwart Chinese designs. The latest PLA moves, which include consolidation of
military positions, are a major escalation which will have to be vacated by
China, failing which this standoff could develop into a prolonged
confrontation.

The Pangong Tso lake, Ladakh. Source: Wikimedia Commons

The Galwan valley is an area between the point where the Galwan river enters
the Indian side of the LAC and where it merges into the Shyok river. The
Galwan standoff is east of the Darbuk-Shyok-Daulat Beg Oldi (DBO) road, a
crucial China Study Group proposed connector which was completed last year.
The road generally runs along the the alignment of the Shyok river valley in the
proximity of the LAC. China is not happy about this development of Indian
capability as this road provides connectivity to the entire Sub-Sector North

(SSN) and the C-130 Hercules capable airstrip at the
and Indian at the in of
road and of the a to C-130 have
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