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Abstract 

A report submitted to the UNSC on July 23, 2020, warns about a significant rise in 

ISIS attacks in Iraq and Syria claiming that the ISIS has exploited the security gaps 

in Iraq during the Covid-19 pandemic. The UN report on terrorism also sheds light 

on the presence of ISIS terrorists in the Southern Indian states of Karnataka and 

Kerala. It warns about possible attacks by Al-Qaida in the Indian Subcontinent 

(AQIS) to avenge the death of their leader Asim Umar.   

Iran’s Chabahar rail project has been in the news over the past few weeks. On July 

20, Iran denied speculative reports that it has dropped India from the Chabahar 

railway project. The Islamic republic confirmed that “vested interests” were behind 

such reports. In another major development, Iran accused the U.S. military of 

harassing its civilian airliner over the Syrian airspace. According to reports, several 

passengers on Mahan Air flight from Tehran (Iran) to Beirut (Lebanon) on July 23, 

were injured after the pilot rapidly changed altitude to avoid collision with a U.S. 

jet. 

In a major boost to the growing partnership between India and Israel, the Israeli 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs announced that India and Israel will partner to fight 

Covid-19 pandemic. As part of this, the Israeli delegation led by the Directorate of 

Defence Research and Development (Ministry of Defence) will conduct a series of 

tests in India to determine the effectiveness of rapid diagnostic solutions 

developed by Israel. Defence cooperation between the two nations is also showing 

positive signs during the ongoing standoff with China.  

Israel Defence Forces have stepped up defences in the Golan Heights with 

growing concerns about Hezbollah attacks against military targets as retaliation 

for the killing of Hezbollah fighters in alleged Israeli airstrikes in Syria. Meanwhile, 

former Mossad Chief, Shabtai Shavit has said, “Israel cannot stop Iran from 

acquiring nuclear weapons; however, it can deter Iran from using the bomb.” In 

major development on the defence technology front, after removal of Turkey from 

the F-35 program, US Air Force will now buy the F-35s designed for Turkey.    

Saudi Arabia hosted the G-20 digital minister’s virtual conference. In this 

conference, Union Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad highlighted that data must 

belong to sovereign nations to protect privacy and digital concerns of the people. 

On the economic front, the Special Economic Zone at Duqm (Sezad) will host 

Oman-India investment webinar on July 28, 2020.  
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In light of the Covid-19 induced economic crisis, Kuwait’s state owned oil 

company announced 25 per cent reduction in budget for the next five years. 

While, Saudi Arabia is also mulling plans to introduce income tax and sale state 

assets to boost the economy.  

Links to major developments in West Asia of strategic relevance to India, compiled 

from open source media, can be found below. 
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Bahrain  

Bahrain and Qatar Have The World's Highest Per Capita Rates of Coronavirus 

Infections 

July 23, 2020, Livemint  

The small, neighbouring sheikhdoms of Bahrain and Qatar have the world's 

highest per capita rates of coronavirus infections. Epidemic initially went 

undetected in the two Mideast countries; however the spread in large numbers 

has begun to show as it spreads through camps housing healthy and young 

foreign labourers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.livemint.com/news/world/2-mideast-countries-world-s-top-coronavirus-rates-per-population-11595492462963.html
https://www.livemint.com/news/world/2-mideast-countries-world-s-top-coronavirus-rates-per-population-11595492462963.html


 

DPG West Asia Review |     2 
 

Volume 1, Issue 30 | July 27, 2020 

Egypt 

Egypt Conducts Joint Military Exercises With France in The Mediterranean 

July 25, 2020, Egypt Today 

The Egyptian Military Spokesperson said Saturday (July 25) that the Egyptian Navy 

executed joint military drills with the French navy in the Mediterranean Sea.  

Egypt's Parliament Approves Troop Deployment To Libya 

July 21, 2020, Al Jazeera  

Egypt's Parliament authorised the deployment of troops outside the country on 

Monday (July 20) after the President threatened military action against Turkish-

backed forces in neighbouring Libya. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.egypttoday.com/Article/1/90083/Egypt-conducts-joint-military-exercises-with-France-in-the-Mediterranean
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/07/egypt-legislators-vote-deploying-troops-libya-200720141515828.html
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Iraq  

ISIS Exploiting Coronavirus Security Gaps To Re-launch Insurgency, UN Report 

Warns 

July 23, 2020, CNN International  

There has been a significant rise in ISIS attacks in Iraq and Syria, with the group 

exploiting security gaps in Iraq caused by the coronavirus pandemic to re-launch 

and invigorate its rural insurgency in the country, according to a report submitted 

to the UN Security Council on Thursday (July 23).  

US and Spain Hand Over Base To Iraq as Allied Retreat Continues 

July 25, 2020, Euronews  

The US and its allies are continuing their retreat back to Baghdad, 17 years after 

invading Iraq and overthrowing President Saddam Hussein's regime.  

UN Report Warns of ISIS Presence in Karnataka and Kerala 

July 26, 2020, The New Indian Express  

A United Nations (UN) report on terrorism has warned that there are “significant” 

numbers of Islamic State of Iraq & Syria (ISIS) terrorists in Kerala and Karnataka. 

The report has warned that the terror organisation — al-Qaida in the Indian 

Subcontinent (AQIS), which reportedly has between 150 and 200 militants from 

India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Myanmar, is planning attacks in the region to 

avenge the death of their leader Asim Umar. 

Iraqi PM Says Won't Allow Threats To Iran From Iraqi Soil 

July 21, 2020, Reuters  

Baghdad and Tehran sought on Tuesday (July 21) to ease bilateral political 

tensions, as Iraq’s Prime Minister al-Kadhimi declared he would not allow any 

threat to Iran coming from its territory. 

Iraq: Twin Bombings Target Support Convoy For US Forces 

July 22, 2020, Anadolu Agency 

An Iraqi supplies convoy was targeted by two roadside bombs on Wednesday (July 

22) while making its way to support US troops in southern Iraq, according to a 

security source from the country. 

 

https://edition.cnn.com/2020/07/23/politics/isis-coronavirus-un-terrorism-report/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/07/23/politics/isis-coronavirus-un-terrorism-report/index.html
https://www.euronews.com/2020/07/25/us-and-spain-hand-over-base-to-iraq-as-allied-retreat-continues
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/karnataka/2020/jul/26/un-report-warns-of-isis-presence-in-karnataka-kerala-2174926.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-iran-iraq/iraq-pm-says-wont-allow-threats-to-iran-from-iraqi-soil-idUSKCN24M1E9
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/iraq-twin-bombings-target-support-convoy-for-us-forces/1919073
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Iran  

Iranian Judiciary Says Passengers on ‘Harassed’ Airliner Can Sue the US in Iran 

Courts 

July 25, 2020, Arab News  

Iran’s judiciary said on Saturday (July 25) that passengers of an airliner that Tehran 

said were “harassed” by an American jet over Syria can sue the US military for 

damages in Iranian courts. 

Iran: Foreign States May Have Carried Out Cyber-attacks 

July 23, 2020, The Jerusalem Post  

Iran's foreign ministry said on Thursday (July 23) foreign governments may have 

been behind recent cyber-attacks on Iranian facilities.  

Iran Denies Dropping India From Chabahar Rail Project, Blames 'Vested Interests' 

For Such Reports 

July 21, 2020, Zee News  

Iran on Monday (July 20) denied that it has dropped India from the Chabahar rail 

project, saying that "vested interests" were behind such reports. The Indian 

embassy in Iran stated that Ambassador Gaddam Dharmendra was invited by 

Saeed Rasouli, Deputy Minister Roads and Head of Iran Railways, to review the 

ongoing cooperation on Chabahar-Zahedan railway. 

Khamenei Threatens US With ‘Reciprocal Blow’ Over Soleimani Strike 

July 21, 2020, Arab News  

Iran’s supreme leader told Iraq’s visiting Prime Minister on Tuesday (July 21) that 

Tehran will not interfere in Baghdad’s relations with Washington, but warned that 

the US presence next door to the Islamic republic was a cause of insecurity. 

Passengers Injured as Iranian Plane Avoids US Fighter Jet 

July 24, 2020, Gulf News  

Several passengers on an Iranian airline were injured on Thursday (July 23) over 

Syria after the pilot changed altitude to avoid collision with a US fighter jet, 

according to Iranian media, but the US military said its F-15 was at a safe distance. 

 

 

 

https://www.arabnews.com/node/1709831/middle-east
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1709831/middle-east
https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/iran-foreign-states-may-have-carried-out-cyberattacks-636040
https://zeenews.india.com/india/iran-denies-dropping-india-from-chabahar-rail-project-blames-vested-interests-for-such-reports-2297262.html
https://zeenews.india.com/india/iran-denies-dropping-india-from-chabahar-rail-project-blames-vested-interests-for-such-reports-2297262.html
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1708061/middle-east
https://gulfnews.com/world/mena/watch-passengers-injured-as-iran-plane-avoids-us-fighter-jet-1.1595535061322
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Israel  

India-Israel Partnership is Currently Focussed on Combating Covid-19: S 

Jaishankar 

July 26, 2020, The Economic Times  

The India-Israel partnership is currently focussed on combating the COVID-19 

challenge and even as it does, the larger agenda of cooperation continues to move 

forward, External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar said on Sunday (July 26). 

Jaishankar made the comments in a tweet after speaking to his Israeli counterpart 

Gabi Ashkenazi. 

India, Israel To Deepen Military Cooperation Amid Border Row 

July 24, 2020, Hindustan Times  

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on Friday (July 24) spoke with his Israeli 

counterpart Benny Gantz over telephone with strengthening bilateral defence ties 

being the focus of the conversation. 

Thousands Protest Nationwide Against PM Netanyahu as Demonstrations Ratchet 

Up 

July 25, 2020, Times of Israel  

Thousands of demonstrators took to the streets across Israel on Saturday evening 

(July 25), in protests largely focused on demanding Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu resignation over his indictment on graft charges and castigating his 

government’s handling of the coronavirus pandemic. 

8 Pro-Iranian Militants Including Hezbollah Fighter Killed in Alleged Israeli 

Airstrikes in Syria 

July 26, 2020, The Jerusalem Post  

Eight pro-Iranian militants of non-Syrian nationalities have died so far as a result 

of alleged Israeli airstrikes that targeted weapons warehouses in and near 

Damascus, according to the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights (SOHR). 

IDF Warns Lebanon, Steps Up Defences amid Threat of Imminent Hezbollah 

Attack 

July 24, 2020, Times of Israel  

The Israel Defence Forces further stepped up its defences along the country’s 

northern borders on Friday (July 24), the army said, out of concern the Hezbollah 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/india-and-israels-partnership-is-currently-focussed-on-combating-covid-19-s-jaishankar/articleshow/77185104.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/india-and-israels-partnership-is-currently-focussed-on-combating-covid-19-s-jaishankar/articleshow/77185104.cms
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/india-israel-to-deepen-military-cooperation-amid-border-row/story-TevqNLchqH4MNPHkkQAJkM.html
https://www.timesofisrael.com/thousands-protest-against-netanyahu-government-across-country/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/thousands-protest-against-netanyahu-government-across-country/
https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/death-toll-from-alleged-israeli-airstrikes-in-damascus-rises-to-8-636343
https://www.jpost.com/middle-east/death-toll-from-alleged-israeli-airstrikes-in-damascus-rises-to-8-636343
https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-warns-lebanon-steps-up-defenses-amid-threat-of-imminent-hezbollah-attack/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-warns-lebanon-steps-up-defenses-amid-threat-of-imminent-hezbollah-attack/
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terror group may carry out an attack against military targets along the frontier and 

warned Beirut it would bear responsibility for any possible Hezbollah strike. 

Former Mossad Chief: Iran Can’t Be Stopped in Nuclear Weapons Pursuit, But Can 

Be Deterred 

July 08, 2020, Times of Israel  

The former head of the Israeli intelligence agency, Mossad, Shabtai Shavit, said 

Israel cannot prevent Iran from joining the nuclear weapons club, however it can 

deter it from using the bomb. 

India, Israel To Make Rapid Covid-19 Test Kit 

July 23, 2020, Gulf News  

Israel announced it was teaming with India to lead an unprecedented anti-Covid 

cooperation to develop rapid testing equipment that could give results within 30 

seconds. In the coming weeks, Israel’s ministries of foreign affairs, defence and 

health will lead the cooperation project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/iran-cant-be-stopped-in-nuke-bid-but-can-be-deterred-says-former-mossad-chief/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/iran-cant-be-stopped-in-nuke-bid-but-can-be-deterred-says-former-mossad-chief/
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/nation/india-israel-to-make-rapid-covid-test-kit-117209
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Jordan 

Jordan Could ‘Look Positively' on One-State Solution if Palestinian-Israeli Rights 

Equal 

July 21, 2020, The Guardian 

Jordan’s Prime Minister has said his country could view positively a “one-state 

democratic solution” to the Israel-Palestine dispute, as he warned that Benjamin 

Netanyahu’s plans to annex parts of the West Bank could unleash a new wave of 

extremism in the Middle East. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jul/21/jordan-could-look-positively-on-one-state-solution-if-palestinian-israeli-rights-equal
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jul/21/jordan-could-look-positively-on-one-state-solution-if-palestinian-israeli-rights-equal
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Kuwait  

Kuwait Shrinks Oil Budget By 25% 

July 13, 2020, Middle East Monitor  

State-owned Kuwait Oil Company announced a 25 per cent reduction in its 

budget for the next five years. 

India’s Supreme Court Takes Serious View of Plea on Indians Stranded in Kuwait 

July 25, 2020, The Hindu  

The Supreme Court has taken a serious view of a plea highlighting that Indians, 

mostly blue-collar job workers from Tamil Nadu and other parts of the country, 

are still stranded in quarantine camps and “open spaces” in Kuwait amid the 

COVID-19 pandemic, awaiting repatriation to their homeland. 

Kuwait Emir, 91, Flies To US For Medical Care After Surgery 

July 23, 2020, Al Jazeera  

Kuwait's 91-year-old ruler Emir Sheikh Sabah al-Ahmad al-Sabah left for the 

United States on Thursday (July 23) morning to seek further medical care after 

recently undergoing surgery, the state-run KUNA news agency reported. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200713-kuwait-shrinks-oil-budget-by-25/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/supreme-court-takes-serious-view-of-plea-on-indians-stranded-in-kuwait/article32192930.ece
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/07/kuwait-emir-travel-medical-treatment-200722170259136.html
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Lebanon  

Lebanon: Israel Violated Air-Space 29 Times in 48 Hours 

July 26, 2020, The Nation  

Israel violated Lebanon's air space at least 29 times in the last 48 hours, Lebanese 

authorities said Saturday (July 25). 

Lebanon-Israel Tensions Escalate Amid Hezbollah Calls For ‘Revenge’ 

July 23, 2020, Arab Weekly 

Tensions are flaring this week between Israel and the Iran-backed Hezbollah 

movement in Lebanon, with the Israeli military announcing the reinforcement of 

the country’s northern border forces with infantry troops “in accordance with the 

situational assessment.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://nation.com.pk/26-Jul-2020/lebanon-israel-violated-air-space-29-times-in-48-hours
https://thearabweekly.com/lebanon-israel-tensions-escalate-amid-hezbollah-calls-revenge
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Oman 

Sezad To Host Oman-India Investment Webinar 

July 25, 2020, Times of Oman  

The Special Economic Zone at Duqm (Sezad) will host on Tuesday (July 28) Oman-

India Investment webinar 'Invest in Duqm', with the participation of business 

people and entrepreneurs from both countries. 

Oman’s Majlis Al Shura Discusses Value Added Tax Draft Law 

July 20, 2020, Times of Oman  

In light of the Covid-19 induced economic crisis, Majlis Al Shura discussed on 

Monday (July 20) the Value Added Tax (VAT) Draft Law, referred by the Council of 

Ministers as a matter of urgency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://timesofoman.com/article/3017428/business/sezad-to-host-oman-india-investment-webinar
https://timesofoman.com/article/3017284/oman/majlis-al-shura-discusses-value-added-tax-draft-law
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Qatar  

Qatar Airways Sues Saudi Arabia, UAE, Others Over Airspace Closure 

July 22, 2020, Al-Monitor  

Qatar Airways is suing its neighbours in the Gulf over the closure of their airspace 

to the Doha-based airline. The head of the group that owns Qatar’s flagship carrier 

said the closure by Saudi Arabia and its allies during the 2017 Qatar diplomatic 

crisis violated international aviation norms and caused unlawful damages. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2020/07/qatar-airways-sues-saudi-uae-egypt-bahrain-airspace-closure.html
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Saudi Arabia  

G20 Digital Minister’s Meet: Data Must Belong To Sovereign Nation, Says IT 

Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad 

July 22, 2020, India TV  

The Union IT Minister highlighted that data must belong to the sovereign nation 

concerned to protect the privacy and digital concerns of its people. This virtual 

conference was hosted by Saudi Arabia.  

Saudi Arabia's King Salman Has Successful Gallbladder Surgery 

July 23, 2020, Al Jazeera  

Saudi Arabia's 84-year-old ruler, King Salman bin Abdulaziz, is recovering after a 

successful operation to remove his gallbladder, state news agency SPA has 

reported, after he was admitted to hospital this week. 

Saudi Arabia is Mulling Asset Sales and Income Tax To Survive a Double Whammy 

July 23, 2020, The Economic Times  

Saudi Arabia is accelerating plans to sell state assets and isn’t ruling out 

introducing income tax as the kingdom seeks to boost state coffers hit by the 

slump in oil prices. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.indiatvnews.com/technology/news-g20-digital-ministers-meeting-live-updates-636258
https://www.indiatvnews.com/technology/news-g20-digital-ministers-meeting-live-updates-636258
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/07/saudi-arabia-king-salman-successful-gallbladder-surgery-200723132129155.html
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/international/business/saudi-arabia-explores-asset-sales-income-tax-to-boost-finances/articleshow/77122788.cms
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Syria 
 

Israel Strikes Syrian Army Positions in Retaliatory Attack 

July 24, 2020, Arab News  

The Israeli military on Friday (July 24) said its helicopters struck Syrian army 

targets in response to mortars fired toward the Golan Heights. 

Bomb Kills Eight in Turkish-Held Syria Town: Monitor 

July 26, 2020, Yahoo News  

A bomb in a Syria border town controlled by Turkey and its Syrian proxies killed at 

least eight people, including six civilians, on Sunday (July 26), a Britain-based war 

monitor said. 

The War in Syria is Moving to Libya, With New Players and Shuffled Alliances 

July 25, 2020, Haaretz  

Egypt and Turkey are the main rivals fighting for control in the North African 

country Libya, but the conflict is also where the strategic interests of Arab 

countries, the EU, and Russia clash – as the U.S. watches from the side-lines.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.arabnews.com/node/1709676/middle-east
https://news.yahoo.com/bomb-kills-eight-turkish-held-syria-town-monitor-111630314.html
https://www.haaretz.com/middle-east-news/.premium-the-war-in-syria-is-moving-to-libya-with-new-players-and-shuffled-alliances-1.9018384
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Turkey  

Greek Businesses Move to Boycott Trade with Turkey over Hagia Sophia 

July 26, 2020, Voice of America  

Turkey's decision to convert the Hagia Sophia monument back into a mosque has 

sparked a war of words between Athens and Ankara. However, as Greece 

intensifies its diplomatic scramble to slap sanctions on Turkey, Greek businesses 

have launched a campaign to boycott goods and services from the neighbouring 

country. 

Turkey ‘re-conquers’ Hagia Sophia Amid International Disapproval 

July 25, 2020, Arab News 

Istanbul’s Hagia Sophia on Friday (July 24) hosted its first Islamic prayers in 85 

years, despite fierce criticism of the Turkish government’s campaign to revert the 

building to a mosque after being a museum for decades. 

US Air Force Officially Buying Turkey's F-35s 

July 21, 2020, Anadolu Agency  

The US Air Force is officially purchasing eight F-35 fifth-generation stealth fighter 

jets that were initially intended for Turkey prior to its removal from the joint strike 

fighter program. 

Turkey Slams Macron Over East Mediterranean Claims 

July 24, 2020, Daily Sabah  

Turkey on Thursday (July 23) rejected accusations by French President Emmanuel 

Macron that Ankara was violating the sovereignty of EU countries in the eastern 

Mediterranean. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.voanews.com/europe/greek-businesses-move-boycott-trade-turkey-over-hagia-sophia
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1710021/middle-east
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/americas/us-air-force-officially-buying-turkeys-f-35/1917806
https://www.dailysabah.com/politics/diplomacy/turkey-slams-macron-over-east-mediterranean-claims
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UAE 

Vande Bharat Mission Phase 5 To Operate 105 Flights From UAE To India 

July 27, 2020, Khaleej Times  

India's Vande Bharat Mission shall move into its fifth phase, with 105 repatriation 

flights set to be operated from the UAE to various cities in India, said officials at 

the Indian missions in the country. 

UAE Looks To Diversify Oil-dependent Economy With Mars Mission 

July 23, 2020, Nikkei Asian Review  

The United Arab Emirates launched the Arab world's first Mars mission on 

Monday (July 20), using an H2A rocket made by Japan's Mitsubishi Heavy 

Industries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.khaleejtimes.com/uae/dubai/coronavirus-Vande-Bharat-Mission-Phase-5-to-operate-105-flights-from-UAE-to-India--
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/UAE-looks-to-diversify-oil-dependent-economy-with-Mars-mission
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Yemen 

US Envoy Brian Hook Says Iran Backs Terrorists in Yemen, Gulf, Lebanon 

July 26, 2020, Gulf News  

US Special Representative for Iran Brian Hook has stressed that Tehran authorities 

pose a threat not only to countries in the Gulf region, but also to their people. He 

further said, “Iran supports terrorists and rebels in Yemen, the Gulf, Lebanon and 

Israel.” 

Riyadh Agreement on Yemen Must Be Implemented: UN Security Council P5 

Ambassadors 

July 26, 2020, Arab News  

The ambassadors and foreign minister voiced their support for UN Envoy to 

Yemen Martin Griffiths’ efforts in trying to find a comprehensive and sustainable 

solution to the conflict in Yemen.  

 

 

 

 

https://gulfnews.com/world/gulf/us-envoy-hook-says-iran-backs-terrorists-in-yemen-gulf-lebanon-1.72804599
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1710396/middle-east
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1710396/middle-east
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