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economic, and defence and security issues. 
 

DPG West Asia Review contains major developments in West Asia of strategic relevance to India, 

compiled from open source media. To subscribe please click here. 

 

Your comments and feedback can be addressed to Sanket Joshi at sanket@dpg.org.in.  

 

 

© 
 
 

mailto:sanket@dpg.org.in?subject=Subscribe


 
 

Contents 

 

 

 



1 
 

  

https://www.zawya.com/mena/en/economy/story/Ban_on_expats_from_certain_jobs_backed_in_Bahrain-SNG_161221068/
https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2019/12/08/pm-to-be-conferred-with-bahrains-highest-civilian-award/
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-12/08/c_138615456.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-12/08/c_138615456.htm


2 
 

https://aawsat.com/english/home/article/2026261/egypt-coordinates-vatican-counter-extremist-ideology
https://thearabweekly.com/turkey-gna-maritime-deal-rings-alarms-egypt
https://menafn.com/1099373630/Al-Sisi-expresses-Egypts-support-for-Iraqs-security-and-stability
https://www.jpost.com/Arab-Israeli-Conflict/Egypt-offers-a-5-year-ceasefire-between-Hamas-and-Israel-report-609856
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/dec/03/egypt-and-sudan-in-talks-to-defuse-tensions-over-ethiopian-dam
https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2019/11/egypt-sovereign-wealth-fund-partnership-foreign-investors.html


3 
 

https://aawsat.com/english/home/article/2020476/egypt-says-gna-turkey-agreement-deepens-libyan-crisis
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-egypt-economy-pmi/egypts-non-oil-private-sector-shrinks-to-slowest-in-over-two-years-pmi-idUSKBN1Y70F2
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20191203-egypt-says-qatar-supported-muslim-brotherhood/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20191203-top-hamas-delegation-arrives-in-cairo-for-talks/


4 
 

https://gulfnews.com/world/mena/iraq-prominent-activist-fahem-al-tai-gunned-down-in-karbala-1.1575850558691
https://edition.cnn.com/2019/12/07/middleeast/iraq-baghdad-protesters-killed-intl/index.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/dec/05/pro-iran-militia-supporters-converge-on-baghdad-protests
https://www.defense.gov/explore/story/Article/2033101/no-plans-to-leave-iraq-defense-official-says/
https://edition.cnn.com/2019/12/04/politics/iran-threat-us-forces-middle-east/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2019/12/04/politics/iran-threat-us-forces-middle-east/index.html


5 
 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/iraq-others-support-extra-opec-cuts-11575418213
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-12/04/c_138603489.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-12/04/c_138603489.htm
https://www.thenational.ae/world/the-americas/iraq-cannot-tolerate-band-aid-solutions-says-un-special-envoy-1.946506
https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/12/1052641
https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/12/1052641
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20191204-iraq-protesters-again-set-fire-to-iranian-consulate/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20191204-key-deputy-of-daesh-leader-arrested-in-iraq/


6 
 

https://www.gulftoday.ae/news/2019/12/03/iraq-parties-and-allies-debate---new-pm-as-violence-hits-cities
https://www.jpost.com/Middle-East/Hezbollah-helping-Irans-Soleimani-find-new-Iraqi-PM-report-609935
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20191205-official-death-toll-of-iraq-protests-rises-to-460-people/


7 
 

https://edition.cnn.com/2019/12/06/middleeast/iran-un-protest-deaths-intl/index.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/iran-says-new-budget-bucks-us-oil-embargo-uses-russian-loan/story-7OFYZlIymJHOpj51zKvDsL.html
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1594656/middle-east
https://www.timesofisrael.com/defiant-iran-declares-it-will-not-halt-ballistic-missile-development/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-iran-protests-usa/u-s-says-iran-may-have-killed-more-than-1000-in-recent-protests-idUSKBN1Y926W
https://edition.cnn.com/2019/12/05/politics/pentagon-troop-boost-mideast-iran/index.html


8 
 

https://www.israelhayom.com/2019/12/05/european-powers-blast-iran-for-working-on-nuclear-capable-missiles/
https://www.tehrantimes.com/news/442630/Baqeri-Iran-China-reviewing-25-year-strategic-relations-document
https://www.tehrantimes.com/news/442604/China-Iran-have-reached-a-broad-consensus-on-nuclear-deal
https://gulfnews.com/world/mena/iran-threatens-to-reconsider-iaea-commitments-1.68189849
https://edition.cnn.com/2019/12/03/politics/iran-threat-us-sources/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2019/12/03/politics/iran-threat-us-sources/index.html


9 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/03/world/middleeast/iran-protest-crackdown.html
https://www.timesofisrael.com/iran-announces-joint-naval-exercise-with-china-russia/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-un-nuclear-chief/setting-iran-deadlines-might-not-be-the-best-idea-new-iaea-chief-idUSKBN1Y729X
https://www.france24.com/en/20191203-iaea-warns-against-intimidation-after-iran-incident
https://www3.nhk.or.jp/nhkworld/en/news/20191204_15/


10 
 

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-12/03/c_138603268.htm
http://www.china.org.cn/world/2019-12/03/content_75471525.htm
https://www.israelhayom.com/2019/12/03/iranian-revolutionary-guard-commander-blames-riots-on-dirty-goals-of-great-satan-and-zionists/
https://www.israelhayom.com/2019/12/03/iranian-revolutionary-guard-commander-blames-riots-on-dirty-goals-of-great-satan-and-zionists/
https://www.almasdarnews.com/article/irgc-commander-warns-iran-has-missiles-aimed-at-21-us-bases/
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2111542/3-rouhani-iran-still-ready-talks-us-lifts-sanctions/


11 
 

https://aawsat.com/english/home/article/2017876/pompeo-says-iran-common-villain-middle-east-protests


12 
 

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/dec/08/trump-jared-kushner-israel-palestinians-peace
https://www.shine.cn/news/metro/1912067519/
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-israel-s-defense-chief-warns-iran-syria-will-become-your-vietnam-1.8232116
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/elections/.premium-third-israeli-election-expected-in-march-2020-if-knesset-dissolves-1.8232474
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/israel-pushed-trump-to-send-14-000-troops-to-the-middle-east-report-claims-1.8227946


13 
 

https://www.jpost.com/International/147-nations-call-to-halt-aid-to-Israeli-settlements-610048
https://apnews.com/b83397f9c9fa49b18073420c44e980f5
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20191205-un-officially-asks-israel-to-leave-golan-heights/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/pompeo-meets-netanyahu-in-lisbon-to-talk-iran-11575503974
https://www.timesofisrael.com/israel-to-un-jews-forced-out-of-arab-muslim-lands-should-be-seen-as-refugees/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/hong-kong-tycoon-israel-must-pick-us-over-china-in-trade-war-but-be-cautious/


14 
 

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-12/04/c_138603946.htm
https://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-india-prays-for-your-long-life-pm-modi-pens-moving-letter-to-2611-survivor-moshe-holtzberg-on-his-bar-mitzvah-2804173
https://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-india-prays-for-your-long-life-pm-modi-pens-moving-letter-to-2611-survivor-moshe-holtzberg-on-his-bar-mitzvah-2804173
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/12/details-covert-israeli-operation-gaza-revealed-191203084825800.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/ajimpact/israeli-occupation-west-bank-costs-palestinians-billions-191203114531218.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/12/israel-planning-settlement-flashpoint-hebron-city-191201154243417.html


15 
 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/israeli-officials-warn-jordan-valley-annexation-will-imperil-ties-report/
https://thehill.com/policy/defense/472727-bipartisan-lawmakers-introduce-amendment-affirming-us-commitment-to-military
https://thehill.com/policy/defense/472727-bipartisan-lawmakers-introduce-amendment-affirming-us-commitment-to-military
https://www.timesofisrael.com/iran-annexation-on-agenda-as-netanyahu-heads-to-lisbon-for-pompeo-meet/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/white-house-said-pushing-israeli-arab-non-belligerence-agreements/
https://www.rt.com/news/474959-un-resolution-golan-heights/
https://www.rt.com/news/474959-un-resolution-golan-heights/


16 
 

https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20191204-jordanian-military-training-reflects-rising-tensions-with-israel/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20191204-israel-to-start-exporting-gas-to-jordan-egypt-within-weeks/
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-12/05/c_138606037.htm


17 
 

 

https://www.arabtimesonline.com/news/kuwait-saudi-uae-agree-to-additional-cut-in-production/
https://www.reuters.com/article/oil-opec-kuwait/kuwait-oil-minister-60-70-is-appropriate-oil-price-idUSD5N261010
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20191202-kuwait-gulf-states-to-reconcile-next-week/
https://aawsat.com/english/home/article/2019336/kuwait-saudi-arabia-are-best-performing-gulf-markets-november
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-12/03/c_138603081.htm
https://www.townandcountrymag.com/society/tradition/g30091546/prince-william-kuwait-oman-royal-visit-2019-photos/


18 
 

https://gulfnews.com/business/markets/kuwait-to-invest-up-to-1b-in-saudi-aramco-ipo-1.68226652


19 
 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/12/lebanon-hariri-emerges-pm-candidate-khatib-withdraws-191208192459108.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/12/lebanon-start-government-formation-talks-protests-persist-191204160251980.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-12-04/lebanon-cuts-interest-rates-imposes-cap-on-bank-deposit-rates


20 
 

https://timesofoman.com/article/2341218/Oman/Government/Oman-first-among-Gulf-Countries-in-Cross-Border-Trade-Index
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-12/05/c_138606106.htm
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1594036/business-economy
https://gulfnews.com/world/gulf/yemen/oman-says-there-is-a-real-opportunity-to-end-the-yemen-war-1.68247066


21 
 

https://www.thepeninsulaqatar.com/article/09/12/2019/Turkish-envoy-underlines-tremendous-progress-in-bilateral-ties-with-Qatar
https://gulfnews.com/world/gulf/with-eye-on-iran-gcc-summit-could-try-to-resolve-dispute-with-qatar-1.68349508
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/12/saudi-king-invites-qatar-emir-gcc-summit-riyadh-191204053843589.html
https://www.dawn.com/news/1520526/us-to-restart-talks-with-taliban-in-qatar
https://www.france24.com/en/20191204-qatar-saudi-edge-towards-diplomatic-thaw-despite-hurdles


22 
 

https://www.jpost.com/Diaspora/Florida-naval-station-shooter-called-US-evil-for-supporting-Israel-610311
https://www.livemint.com/market/commodities/oil-near-12-week-high-after-saudi-arabia-surprise-with-output-curbs-11575862811391.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-50708384
https://www.wsj.com/articles/opec-agrees-to-deeper-cuts-ahead-of-aramco-ipo-11575570843
https://www.bbc.com/news/business-50681159
https://gulfnews.com/world/gulf/saudi/saudi-arabia-to-grant-nationality-to-number-of-professionals-1.1575534497174


23 
 

https://www.alaraby.co.uk/english/news/2019/12/2/gcc-summit-move-to-saudi-arabia-made-official
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-oil-opec/saudi-arabia-wants-opec-to-deepen-oil-cuts-due-to-aramco-ipo-idUSKBN1Y60SG
https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/business/commodities/opec-nations-grapple-with-oversupply-of-oil-4700061.html
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1594336/corporate-news
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20191205-un-justice-has-not-been-ensured-over-khashoggis-murder/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20191204-saudi-aramco-pursues-war-cover-after-attacks-sources/


24 
 

https://aawsat.com/english/home/article/2020556/high-saudi-russian-coordination-fighting-terrorism-crime


25 
 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/several-said-killed-in-airstrikes-on-iranian-controlled-weapons-depots-in-syria/
https://www.voanews.com/extremism-watch/russian-syrian-regime-forces-step-attacks-rebel-stronghold-idlib
https://www.timesofisrael.com/airstrikes-target-iranian-weapons-stores-in-eastern-syria-report/
https://www.dailysabah.com/politics/2019/12/05/us-troop-reduction-in-northeast-syria-complete-esper-says
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-syria-emirates-relations/uae-praises-syrias-assad-for-wise-leadership-cementing-ties-idUSKBN1Y71O0
https://aawsat.com/english/home/article/2019496/king-salman-invites-uae-president-attend-gcc-summit


26 
 

https://aawsat.com/english/home/article/2020336/russian-forces-deploy-syrias-amuda-%E2%80%98protect%E2%80%99-kurds-turkey


27 
 

https://ahvalnews.com/turkey-china/chinese-companies-interested-turkish-presidents-canal-project
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/economy/turkeys-turkcell-signs-deal-with-chinese-bank/1666396
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/turkey-urges-islamic-cooperation-to-help-needy-muslims-149606
http://www.ekathimerini.com/247191/article/ekathimerini/news/israel-expresses-full-support-for-greece-in-spat-with-turkey


28 
 

https://www.arabnews.com/node/1593781/middle-east
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2019/12/04/turkey-backs-threat-block-nato-plans-baltics-poland/
https://www.voanews.com/europe/turkey-greece-tensions-escalate-over-ankaras-mediterranean-ambitions
https://www.dailysabah.com/energy/2019/12/04/turkey-plans-new-hydrocarbon-exploration-in-east-med
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/turkey/-turkey-s-borders-are-nato-s-borders/1664242


29 
 

https://gulfnews.com/uae/cabinet-launches-national-tolerance-initiative-1.68351262
https://gulfnews.com/business/uae-on-track-to-top-global-competitiveness-ranking-1.68350493
https://gulfnews.com/uae/environment/uae-delegation-takes-parts-in-cop25-in-madrid-1.68351267
https://theindianawaaz.com/uae-ambassador-to-india-felicitated/
https://in.reuters.com/article/us-emirates-economy-pmi/uae-private-sector-growth-falls-to-10-year-low-in-november-pmi-idINKBN1Y90B6
https://gulfnews.com/uae/dick-cheney-to-attend-12th-arab-strategy-forum-in-dubai-1.68229906


30 
 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/cons-products/food/uaes-top-companies-to-invest-in-food-logistics-in-punjab/articleshow/72351688.cms


31 
 

https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20191207-saudi-arabia-hints-at-possible-acceptance-of-houthi-rule-in-yemen/
https://www.haaretz.com/middle-east-news/iran/u-s-releases-photos-of-sophisticated-iranian-weapons-seized-en-route-to-yemen-1.8228564
https://www.haaretz.com/middle-east-news/iran/u-s-releases-photos-of-sophisticated-iranian-weapons-seized-en-route-to-yemen-1.8228564
https://www.almasdarnews.com/article/sudan-reduces-military-presence-in-yemen-by-10000-report/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/yemens-houthi-rebels-threaten-to-attack-israel/


32 
 

 

https://apnews.com/8c96dd8291fb9311c128defbf45fb5af
https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2019/12/state-department-hook-shift-yemen-houthi-independent-iran.html


33 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

       

 


