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Watch Points 
 

 Amid the energy crunch, neighbouring countries turn to India for extra 
supply 

 Iran conflict is stress-testing America’s alliance system 

 Israel’s Targeted Killing of Iran’s National Security Chief Ali Larijani 
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South Asia 

by 

Shreyas Deshmukh 

 

A spokesperson for the Taliban stated that 400 individuals lost their lives in a March 

16 airstrike by Pakistan against a 2,000-bed addiction treatment facility in Kabul. The 

air and artillery strike by Pakistan in Afghanistan have intensified the conflict between 

the two nations. The United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) 

condemned the attack, emphasising that international law mandates protection of 

medical facilities, personnel, and civilians. Pakistan’s government dismissed 

accusations, indicating that the target was a former U.S. military installation presently 

utilised by Afghan Taliban units an ammunition depot. India’s Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs denounced the attack, stating that “the international community must hold the 

perpetrators of this criminal act accountable.” The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of China 

has asserted that prompt, direct dialogue between the Taliban and Pakistan is a 

prerequisite for de-escalation. 

The Taliban government in Afghanistan, lacking the conventional capacity to defend against 

Pakistani assaults, might resort to guerrilla warfare, which would escalate the insurgency 

across the Af-Pak region, contradicting Pakistan’s stated aim of reducing such activities.  

The first parliamentary session was held on March 12 after the recent national 

elections in Bangladesh, which saw the BNP, headed by Tariq Rehman, secure a win. 

BNP standing committee member Major (retd) Hafiz Uddin Ahmad and Layser 

Kamal have been assigned the roles of speaker and deputy speaker.  President Md 

Sahabuddin delivered the inaugural address despite protest by opposition party 

Jamaat-e-Islami, which was demanding his resignation. Parliament engaged in 

deliberation concerning the establishment of a constitution reform council for the 

implementation of proposals outlined in the July National Charter. The newly formed 

government, meanwhile, is tasked with the immediate challenge of addressing the 

nation’s energy security, in light of supply chain disruptions caused by the persistent 

conflict between Iran and the United States. The Bangladesh government has formally 

written to the Indian government, requesting an additional supply of disel. Similar 

requests have also been made to India by other countries in the region, including Sri 

Lanka and the Maldives. 

In the wake of economic instability and under new administrations, a majority of India’s 

neighbouring countries are requesting Indian assistance to address supply chain disruptions 

stemming from the conflict in West Asia.  

 

https://www.khaama.com/pakistan-strikes-kabul-addiction-treatment-center-400-killed-250-injured/
https://www.dawn.com/news/1981888/pakistan-hits-more-terror-targets-in-afghanistan
https://www.khaama.com/un-condemns-kabul-hospital-strike-urges-civilian-protection/
https://www.dawn.com/news/1983234/pakistan-sticks-to-its-guns-on-kabul-air-strike
https://www.dawn.com/news/1983234/pakistan-sticks-to-its-guns-on-kabul-air-strike
https://www.mea.gov.in/Speeches-Statements.htm?dtl/40915/Statement_by_the_Official_Spokesperson_on_Pakistans_cowardly_targeting_of_Kabul
https://www.khaama.com/beijing-calls-for-dialogue-between-kabul-and-islamabad-to-ease-conflict/
https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/parliament/rllav9yjd8
https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/6u5kmg28vu
https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/7vp6vfyydl
https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/4mrgpp013m
https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/4mrgpp013m
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/india-examining-bangladesh-request-diesel-supply-2026-03-12/
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Other Developments 

Bhutan-Japan held summit level meeting on March 13 

Sri Lanka declares Wednesdays off as Asian countries try to conserve fuel 

Sri Lanka repatriates remains of 84 Iranian sailors killed in U.S. attack  

India-Maldives ink framework for FTA negotiations  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.mofa.go.jp/s_sa/sw/bt/pageite_000001_01527.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c4g5n58rlnzo
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/sri-lanka-hands-over-45-iranian-sailors-bodies-to-embassy/article70738692.ece
english.sun.mv/103905
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Southeast Asia 
by 

Jayantika Rao T.V. 

 

On March 13, ASEAN Foreign Ministers convened a Special Meeting to exchange 

views on the evolving situation in the Middle East and to address its implications for 

ASEAN. The meeting expressed serious concern over the escalation of conflict 

following the attacks initiated by Israel and the United States against Iran, and the 

subsequent retaliatory attacks by Iran against several countries in the region. This 

heightens tensions in the Middle East and poses a grave threat to the lives and safety 

of civilians, as well as to regional and global peace and stability. The meeting called 

on all countries to respect international law, including the UN Charter. It also focussed 

on the economic ramifications of the conflict, underscoring “the importance of 

maintaining stable, open, and reliable global energy supply chains and maritime trade 

routes, and minimising disruption to the flow of energy and essential goods, including 

food, to safeguard economic stability in ASEAN.” 

ASEAN’s statement reflects concern over the escalating conflict in the Middle East, but it 

deliberately avoids taking sides; instead, it emphasises safeguarding Southeast Asia’s economic 

lifelines and signaling its relevance in global governance by highlighting the need to protect 

energy security, maritime trade, and regional stability. 

On March 16, Myanmar’s parliament convened for the first time since the 2021 coup 

after the recent elections saw the pro-military party - Union Solidarity and 

Development Party (USDP) winning most of the seats. During the session, Khin Yi, 

the chairman of the military-backed USDP, was elected speaker of the lower house. 

He is a former general and police chief, widely regarded as a close ally of Senior 

General Min Aung Hlaing, Myanmar’s military ruler. In addition, a new five-member 

panel, the Union ⁠Consultative Council, will be established in what some experts have 

called a “superbody” that would allow Min Aung Hlaing to maintain his grip on both 

the military and civilian administration. An official announcement from the Union 

Election Commission said the upper house of parliament will meet on March 18 and 

a joint session was anticipated on March 20.  

The military’s dominant presence at parliament’s opening confirms its continued grip on 

power, effectively enabling the junta to decide the next president—widely expected to be coup 

leader Min Aung Hlaing himself. 

 

 

https://asean.org/asean-chairs-statement-on-the-outcomes-of-the-special-asean-foreign-ministers-meeting-on-the-situation-in-the-middle-east/
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/FINAL-ASEAN-Chairs-Statement-on-the-Outcomes-of-the-Special-ASEAN-Foreign-Ministers-Meeting-on-the-Situation-in-the-Middle-East.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/FINAL-ASEAN-Chairs-Statement-on-the-Outcomes-of-the-Special-ASEAN-Foreign-Ministers-Meeting-on-the-Situation-in-the-Middle-East.pdf
https://thediplomat.com/2026/03/asean-again-calls-for-halt-to-iran-war-citing-possible-sustained-economic-challenges/
March%2016%20-%20https:/www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/3/16/myanmar-parliament-dominated-by-pro-military-party-convenes-after-5-years
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Other Developments 

Broad consensus reached at China-Vietnam '3+3' strategic dialogue: Chinese FM 

Marcos' anti-dynasty bill emerges as key battleground in corruption fight 

Thai parliament to elect new PM on March 19, house speaker says 

Thailand to start building border fences after Cambodia clashes 

https://english.www.gov.cn/news/202603/18/content_WS69ba03fcc6d00ca5f9a09fa5.html
https://asia.nikkei.com/politics/marcos-anti-dynasty-bill-emerges-as-key-battleground-in-corruption-fight
https://asia.nikkei.com/politics/thai-parliament-to-elect-new-pm-on-march-19-house-speaker-says
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/thailand-to-start-building-border-fences-after-cambodia-clashes
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East Asia 
by 

Arshiya Chaturvedi  

 

NATO is not in East Asia! Japan does not plan to dispatch naval vessels to escort ships 

in the Middle East, according to Japan’s Prime Minister Takaichi. This was after US 

President Donald Trump called on allies to send ships to the Middle East.  Australia 

too said it will not be deploying a vessel to the Strait of Hormuz. South Korea 

emphasised its close coordination with the US on the matter and noted its course of 

action will be decided after a careful strategic review. President Trump has also urged 

China to aid in unblocking the strait. 

The ongoing conflict in the Middle East is testing US alliances, with allies practising restraint 

under the strategic calculation which prioritises proximate regional threats over wider global 

security commitments. 

China has suspended the export of refined fuel, including gasoline, diesel and aviation 

fuel, among other things.  China’s National Development & Reform Commission 

(NDRC) issued this restriction to mitigate any potential domestic fuel crisis amid the 

ongoing conflict in the Middle East involving Iran, Israel, the US and its allies in the 

region.   

This strategic response by China underscores how energy insecurity in one region can trigger 

defensive economic strategies with global repercussions.  

On March 14, North Korea launched multiple ballistic missiles from its west coast, 

while the US and South Korea are conducting their 10-day joint military exercise, 

Freedom Shield. As per reports, a total of 10 missiles were fired with an ascended 

maximum altitude of 80 kilometres (50 miles) and travelled a distance of 340 

kilometres before landing near the eastern coast of the Korean Peninsula, outside 

Japan’s EEZ.  

North Korea’s military counteraction exemplifies the classic case of the Security Dilemma, 

wherein an enhancement of military coordination and strategic alignment between the US and 

South Korea exacerbates perceived threats to North Korea’s security. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/mar/16/strait-of-hormuz-australia-japan-no-ships
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/international/business/china-orders-immediate-ban-on-march-fuel-exports-sources-say/articleshow/129493747.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/3/14/north-korea-fires-ballistic-missiles-as-us-south-korea-hold-military-drills
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Other Development 

Japan-U.S.-ROK Public-Private Event to Counter North Korea’s Cyber Threats in 

Europe 

Xi Jinping’s anticorruption drive sweeps up senior Chinese military chiefs 

RIL signs long-term $3 billion pact with South Korea’s Samsung C&T for supply of 

green ammonia  

https://www.mofa.go.jp/press/release/pressite_000001_02184.html
https://www.mofa.go.jp/press/release/pressite_000001_02184.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/3/18/xi-jinpings-anticorruption-drive-sweeps-up-senior-chinese-military-chiefs
https://www.thehindu.com/business/ril-signs-long-term-3-billion-pact-with-south-koreas-samsung-ct-for-supply-of-green-ammonia/article70750765.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/business/ril-signs-long-term-3-billion-pact-with-south-koreas-samsung-ct-for-supply-of-green-ammonia/article70750765.ece
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West Asia  
by 

Sanket Joshi 

 

On March 17, the Israel Defence Forces (IDF) announced that Ali Larijani, Secretary of 

Iran’s Supreme National Security Council, and Gholamreza Soleimani, the 

Commander of the Basij, Internal Security Force, were killed in a precision strike in 

Tehran. Larijani was acting as the de facto leader of Iran following the killing of 

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. Reacting sharply, Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guards 

Corps (IRGC) launched missile attacks on Tel Aviv using cluster warheads. According 

to reports, Iran's new Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Mojtaba Khamenei, has rejected de-

escalation proposals conveyed to Tehran by intermediaries, asserting that the U.S. and 

Israel must first be “brought to their knees”.   

Israel’s targeted killing of Ali Larijani removes another key pillar of Iran’s clerical regime, in 

line with the US-Israeli strategy of regime change in Tehran. 

Amidst Iran’s blockade of the Strait of Hormuz, India’s Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi held a phone conversation with Iran’s President Dr. Masoud Pezeshkian on 

March 12. PM Modi expressed deep concern about the evolving security situation in 

West Asia and reiterated India’s call for dialogue and diplomacy to resolve issues in 

the region. The Iranian government has permitted some India-flagged oil tankers 

carrying liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) to cross the Strait of Hormuz in response to 

India's concerns regarding a critical shortage of cooking gas. 

India's priority in its diplomacy with the Gulf nations, Israel, and Iran is to ensure the safety 

and well-being of Indian nationals in the region and secure uninterrupted transit of energy 

and goods. 

 

Other Developments  

LPG vessel Shivalik arrives at Gujarat's Mundra Port after crossing Strait of Hormuz 

Trump says NATO's refusal to help on Iran is "very foolish mistake" 

UAE could join any US-led effort to secure Strait of Hormuz, says senior official 

 

  

https://x.com/IDF/status/2033861461596930479/photo/1
https://x.com/IDF/status/2033827283341824256/photo/1
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/trump-criticises-allies-over-rejection-hormuz-request-iran-israel-trade-2026-03-17/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/irans-new-supreme-leader-rejects-proposals-reducing-tensions-with-us-senior-2026-03-17/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/irans-new-supreme-leader-rejects-proposals-reducing-tensions-with-us-senior-2026-03-17/
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2239341&reg=3&lang=2
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/3/14/two-indian-ships-cross-strait-of-hormuz-as-iran-says-it-allowed-passage
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/3/14/two-indian-ships-cross-strait-of-hormuz-as-iran-says-it-allowed-passage
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/energy/oil-gas/lpg-vessel-shivalik-set-to-arrive-at-mundra-port-with-46000-tonnes-cargo-for-ioc/articleshow/129613208.cms?from=mdr
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/nato-countries-dont-want-get-involved-iran-operation-trump-says-2026-03-17/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/uae-could-join-international-effort-led-by-us-secure-strait-hormuz-says-adviser-2026-03-17/
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Central Asia 
by 

Jayantika Rao T.V. 

 

President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev signed Kazakhstan’s new Constitution and a 

decree on its implementation following the March 15 national referendum, in which 

87.15% of participating voters approved it. The Constitution will come into force on 

July 1, and March 15 has been designated Constitution Day. According to Tokayev, 

the Constitution strengthens sovereignty, protects territorial integrity, and guarantees 

citizens’ rights and freedoms. It also establishes conditions for the advancement of 

education, science, innovation, and culture, while ensuring environmental protection 

and upholding the rule of law. Five new constitutional laws will be submitted to 

Parliament, including laws on the President, the Kurultai (Congress in Kazakh), the 

Khalyk Kenesi (People’s Council), the status of the capital, and the administrative-

territorial structure. In addition, more than 60 existing laws will be amended. The new 

constitution also provides President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev with a loophole 

allowing him to stay in power beyond 2029.  

The referendum is more than a routine constitutional amendment; it sets a new legal 

foundation. Broader in scope than a single-policy vote, it carries deeper geopolitical weight by 

consolidating Tokayev’s authority and reinforcing regime stability. 

On March 17, Azerbaijan’s Foreign Minister Jeyhun Bayramov held a phone call with 

his Iranian counterpart Abbas Araghchi to discuss the latest developments in the 

region and bilateral relations. During the call, Araghchi stated that US and Israeli 

attacks on Iran violate international law. Araghchi outlined Iran’s position regarding 

“the military aggression” by the US and Israel, stressing that under international law, 

“no country should allow its territory or facilities to be used for acts of aggression 

against others.” He also warned against the US and Israeli “disinformation campaigns 

aimed at damaging Iran’s relations with other countries,” adding that Iran’s defensive 

measures “target only those responsible for attacks and the facilities used to carry 

them out.” 

The phone call between the two foreign ministers was less about reconciliation after Iran’s 

strikes on Azerbaijan and more about Tehran’s attempt to reshape the narrative and discourage 

Baku from aligning with Israel and the US. By stressing US and Israeli “military aggression,” 

Araghchi cast Iran as a victim of external hostility, diverting attention from its own attack on 

Azerbaijan. 

 

 

https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/kazakhstan-approves-new-constitution-referendum-exit-poll-says-2026-03-15/
https://astanatimes.com/2026/03/tokayev-signs-new-constitution-announces-legal-overhaul-and-new-national-holiday/
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/foreign-ministers-of-iran-azerbaijan-discuss-regional-developments-over-phone/3868719
https://news.az/news/araghchi-iran-will-respond-to-any-attack-on-its-energy-facilities
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Other Developments 

Tokayev Says Kazakhstan Will Continue Supporting ‘Board of Peace’ Initiative 

Indians in Iran move into Armenia, Azerbaijan amid West Asia war as MEA facilitates 

land-border transit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://timesca.com/tokayev-says-kazakhstan-will-continue-supporting-board-of-peace-initiative/
https://www.wionews.com/india-news/indians-in-iran-move-into-armenia-azerbaijan-amid-west-asia-war-as-mea-facilitates-land-border-transit-1773665623273
https://www.wionews.com/india-news/indians-in-iran-move-into-armenia-azerbaijan-amid-west-asia-war-as-mea-facilitates-land-border-transit-1773665623273
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Indian Ocean Region 
by 

Divya Rai 

 

INS Trikand concluded its port call at Port Louis on March 13 after participating in 

the 58th Mauritius National Day celebrations. The port call included a series of 

professional interactions, cultural engagements, sports activities and community 

outreach initiatives aimed at strengthening bilateral cooperation. Training sessions 

were also conducted onboard for personnel of the Mauritius National Coast Guard on 

harbour and sea watchkeeping practices, including firefighting and damage 

control.  After departing Port Louis, INS Trikand undertook a Passage Exercise 

(PASSEX) and Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) surveillance jointly with the Mauritius 

Coast Guard.  

This port call advances joint Indian Ocean stability, protecting Mauritius’ EEZ while 

exemplifying India’s strategic pivot through operational interoperability. 

The International Maritime Organization (IMO) reported about 3,200 vessels and 

20,000 seafarers trapped west of the strait due to escalating attacks on merchant ships. 

The 36th Extraordinary Session of the IMO Council, chaired by Spain’s Victor Jiménez, 

was convened on March 18-19, 2026, to address security, transit disruptions, and 

potential naval escorts. According to the IMO Secretariat, international shipping was 

immediately impacted at the start of the crisis, with four confirmed attacks on 

merchant vessels reported on March 1, 2026. So far the four confirmed incidents have 

killed at least two seafarers and one port worker, amid broader violence involving 

missiles, drones, and explosive boats in the Arabian Sea, the Sea of Oman, and the 

Persian Gulf. Iran-linked forces, including the Revolutionary Guards, conducted over 

21 attacks, drastically reducing tanker traffic to near zero and stranding hundreds of 

ships. Specific incidents include strikes on the Thai-flagged Mayuree Naree (fire and 

engine damage, three crew missing) and Marshall Islands-flagged Star Gwyneth (hull 

damage). IMO Secretary-General Arsenio Dominguez condemned the attacks, urging 

de-escalation, seafarer protections, and adherence to SOLAS, the ISPS Code, and Best 

Management Practices (BMP). 

The Strait of Hormuz crisis, triggered by US-Israel strikes on Iran, has prompted IRGC attacks 

that halted shipping, stranding thousands of ships and seafarers while spiking energy prices 

from 20% of global oil flows. Strategic reserves offer short-term relief, but IMO's emergency 

meeting cannot offset rerouting delays, leading to 5-20% cost surges, and fertiliser shortages 

hitting economies like India. 

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2240097&reg=3&lang=1
https://gcaptain.com/un-shipping-agency-says-3200-ships-trapped-west-of-hormuz-as-emergency-council-meeting-called/
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Indian-flagged LPG tankers Shivalik (IMO 9356892) and Nanda Devi (IMO 9232503), 

owned by Shipping Corporation of India (SCI), successfully transited the Strait of 

Hormuz with Iranian approval and Indian Navy escort after loading Qatari gas at Ras 

Laffan. This passage occurred amid regional tensions, likely tied to the ongoing Iran-

Israel-US conflict disrupting the strait. The passage follows intensive diplomatic 

efforts between New Delhi and Tehran. External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar has held 

four rounds of talks with his Iranian counterpart, Seyed Abbas Araghchi, since the 

crisis began. Prime Minister Narendra Modi also held high-level discussions with 

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian to secure the safe transit of Indian vessels.  

Iran maintains unimpeded access to the Strait of Hormuz amid the ongoing US-Israel-Iran 

conflict. This selective control allows Tehran to sustain oil exports while paralysing commercial 

traffic from adversaries, leveraging the strait as asymmetric leverage. 

 

Other Developments 

The United Arab Emirates may join a U.S.-led effort to protect shipping in the Strait 

of Hormuz  

Iran allowing more ships through Strait of Hormuz 

7th Aerospace & Defence MRO South Asia Summit 2026 was conducted in India 

 

https://maritime-executive.com/article/iran-is-making-unimpeded-use-of-the-strait-of-hormuz
The%20passage%20follows%20intensive%20diplomatic%20efforts%20between%20New%20Delhi%20and%20Tehran.%20External%20Affairs%20Minister%20S%20Jaishankar%20has%20held%20four%20rounds%20of%20talks%20with%20his%20Iranian%20counterpart,%20Seyed%20Abbas%20Araghchi,%20since%20the%20crisis%20began%20in%20late%20February.%20On%20Thursday,%20Prime%20Minister%20Narendra%20Modi%20also%20held%20high-level%20discussions%20with%20Iranian%20President%20Masoud%20Pezeshkian%20to%20secure%20the%20safe%20transit%20of%20Indian%20vessels
https://gcaptain.com/uae-signals-openness-to-u-s-led-hormuz-protection-mission-as-shipping-crisis-deepens/
https://gcaptain.com/uae-signals-openness-to-u-s-led-hormuz-protection-mission-as-shipping-crisis-deepens/
https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/2026/3/18/iran-allowing-more-ships-through-strait-of-hormuz-data-shows
https://indiannavy.gov.in/content/7th-aerospace-defence-mro-south-asia-summit-2026
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