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Southeast Asia- Lt-Gen Jakkapong Janpengpen, Director of Joint Operations of the Royal Thai Armed Forces, with Senior 

General Min Aung Hlaing, Chairman of the State Administration Council and Commander-in-Chief of the Defence 

Service of Myanmar in Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar on December 27, 2023.(Source: The Global New Light of Myanmar) 

East Asia - Kim Jong Un chairs the ninth Plenary Meeting of the 8th Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea on 

December 27, 2023. (Source: KCNA) 

West Asia – India-UAE Joint Military Exercise ‘Desert Cyclone’ commenced in Rajasthan on January 2, 2024. Source: Official X 

Handle/Indian Army 

China - On New Year's Eve, Chinese President Xi Jinping delivered his 2024 New Year message via China Media Group and the 

Internet.  Source:  Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China 
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South Asia 

by 

Shreyas Deshmukh 

 

 

On December 29, 2023, the UNSC adopted a resolution calling for the 

appointment of a Special Envoy for Afghanistan and stressed the critical 

importance of the continued presence of the United Nations Assistance 

Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA). The resolution was adopted after 13 

members of the Security Council voted in favour, while Russia and China 

abstained. Meanwhile, the regional countries increased their engagement with 

the Taliban-ruled Afghanistan. Kazakhstan removed the Taliban from the list of 

prohibited organizations on December 29. Azerbaijan’s Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs has officially revealed its plans to reopen its embassy in Afghanistan in 

2024. The Ministry of Transport of Uzbekistan announced the cancellation of 

restrictions imposed on the country's transit vehicles in Afghanistan. 

The annual security report issued by the Centre for Research and Security 

Studies (CRSS) noted that in 2023, Pakistan witnessed 1,524 violence-related 

fatalities and 1,463 injuries from 789 terror attacks and counter-terror 

operations, including nearly 1,000 fatalities among civilians and security forces 

personnel. Overall fatalities, including those of outlaws, mark a record six-year 

high, exceeding the 2018 level and highest since 2017. Moreover, the country 

saw a surge in violence for the third consecutive year with an uptick recorded 

each year beginning from 2021. On January 2, six barbers were killed in an 

incident of ethnic violence in the North Waziristan tribal district of Pakistan.  

Pakistan conducted a successful flight test of the Fatah-II weapon system on 

December 27, 2023. The weapon system is equipped with avionics and a 

navigation system. The weapon system is capable of engaging targets with 

high precision up to the range of 400 kilometres. Earlier in October 2023 

Pakistan conducted the training launch of the Ghauri Weapon System and 

Ababeel Weapon System. 

Other Developments 

More than 150 platoons of Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) have been deployed 

in Dhaka to maintain law and order ahead of the January 7 polls. 

India, South Korea explore joint projects in Sri Lanka, Bangladesh 

Sri Lanka notifies India that it will not permit any Chinese research ship to 

operate within exclusive economic zone or dock at its ports for a year   

https://press.un.org/en/2023/sc15548.doc.htm
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2433921/world
https://eurasianet.org/kazakhstan-removes-taliban-from-list-of-banned-organizations
https://www.khaama.com/azerbaijan-to-open-embassy-in-kabul/
https://tolonews.com/index.php/business-186739
https://tolonews.com/index.php/business-186739
https://www.dawn.com/news/1802262/violence-linked-fatalities-hit-six-year-high
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2451943/6-young-barbers-slaughtered-execution-style-in-n-waziristan
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1142469-pakistan-successfully-tests-fatah-ii-weapon-system
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/election/335330/national-polls-150-bgb-platoons-patrolling-dhaka
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/election/335330/national-polls-150-bgb-platoons-patrolling-dhaka
https://www.livemint.com/news/world/india-south-korea-explore-joint-projects-in-sri-lanka-bangladesh-11703743932442.html
https://newsonair.gov.in/News?title=Sri-Lanka-notifies-India-that-it-will-not-permit-any-Chinese-research-ship-to-operate-within-exclusive-economic-zone-or-dock-at-its-ports-for-a-year&id=474429
https://newsonair.gov.in/News?title=Sri-Lanka-notifies-India-that-it-will-not-permit-any-Chinese-research-ship-to-operate-within-exclusive-economic-zone-or-dock-at-its-ports-for-a-year&id=474429
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Southeast Asia  

by 

Anshita Shukla 
 

Lt. Gen. Jakkapong Janpengpen, Director of Joint Operations of the Royal Thai 

Armed Forces, led a delegation to Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar on December 27, 

2023. The delegation held a meeting with Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, 

Chairman of the State Administration Council and Commander-in-Chief of 

the Defence Service of Myanmar. The two sides discussed cooperation in 

ensuring peace and stability on the border, the rule of law, narcotic drug 

eradication, and eradication of online gambling and online scams. A key focus 

of the discussion was on the ‘promotion of cooperation in humanitarian 

measures and aid and exchange of information’, as reported by the Global New 

Light of Myanmar.  

Myanmar Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing co-chaired the Lancang-Mekong 

Cooperation Leaders meeting, along with Chinese Premier Li Qiang on 

December 25. In the virtual conference, the six leaders adopted the Naypyitaw 

Declaration for the six members to tackle common challenges together. They 

discussed cooperation in infrastructure, agriculture, and supply chains. The six 

participating countries exchanged views on China's cross-border Belt and 

Road Initiative, climate change and cybercrime response, according to 

summaries of the meeting. 

Other Developments 

China asks citizens to leave Myanmar border district, citing security 

Indonesia navy drives away boat carrying Rohingya 

High-impact ‘drop bombs’ retaking the sky from Myanmar junta 

  

https://www.gnlm.com.mm/myanmar-thailand-to-strengthen-collaboration-for-secure-seamless-border-trade/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Myanmar-Crisis/Myanmar-s-leader-co-chairs-China-backed-Mekong-summit
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Myanmar-Crisis/Myanmar-s-leader-co-chairs-China-backed-Mekong-summit
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/china-asks-citizens-to-leave-myanmar-border-district-citing-security
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/china-asks-citizens-to-leave-myanmar-border-district-citing-security
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/indonesia-navy-drives-away-boat-carrying-rohingya
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/high-impact-drop-bombs-retaking-the-sky-from-myanmar-junta
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East Asia  

by 

Anshita Shukla 
 
 

North Korea’s leader, Kim Jong Un, convened the ninth Plenary Meeting of the 

8th Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea on December 27, 2023. In 

the meeting, the leader announced the policy directions for the coming year. 

He ordered the country’s military, the munitions industry, and the nuclear 

weapons sector to accelerate war preparations to counter “unprecedented 

confrontational moves by the United States”. He added that Pyongyang would 

expand strategic cooperation with “anti-imperialist independent” countries. 

South Korea conducted a defence drill that stimulated an attack by North Korea 

on Seoul on December 27, 2023. The drill involved more than a thousand South 

Korean military, police, and emergency personnel. It stimulated attacks on a 

major water supply facility, telephone network stations, and an underground 

communications and power-cable corridor. On December 26, the South 

Korean government-imposed sanctions on eight North Koreans linked to 

nuclear and missile programmes. 

On January 2, Taiwan’s Defence Ministry reported that three Chinese balloons 

flew across Taiwan, making it the first time it has reported them crossing the 

island. It was reported that three flew 105 nautical miles (194km), 160 nautical 

miles and 159 nautical miles, respectively, to the southwest of Ching Chuan 

Kang, home to an important Taiwan air force base. It was unclear whether the 

latest balloons were for weather or other purposes. 

Other Developments 

Japan lifts operational ban on world’s biggest nuclear plant 

North Korea to launch new satellites, build drones as it warns war inevitable 

 

  

https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/north-koreas-kim-orders-military-to-accelerate-war-preparations-kcna
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/north-koreas-kim-orders-military-to-accelerate-war-preparations-kcna
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/south-korean-capital-drills-to-guard-against-surprise-attack-by-north
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/east-asia/taiwan-says-3-chinese-balloons-flew-across-the-island
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/east-asia/taiwan-says-3-chinese-balloons-flew-across-the-island
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/east-asia/japan-lifts-operational-ban-on-worlds-biggest-nuclear-plant
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/east-asia/article/3246786/north-korea-launch-new-satellites-build-drones-it-warns-war-inevitable
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West Asia  

by 

Sanket Joshi 
 

Hamas' deputy leader, Saleh al-Arouri, was killed in a drone strike allegedly 

carried out by Israel, in Lebanon’s capital Beirut on January 2. Considering this, 

Hamas has reportedly frozen talks related to a second deal to release the 

remaining Israeli hostages held in Gaza. Meanwhile, in response to the 

continued attacks on commercial ships by the Houthi rebels, the US sank three 

Houthi boats in the Red Sea. Washington informed the Houthis that it did not 

wish to see a wider conflict in the region and called upon them to stop attacking 

commercial vessels. 

The first India-UAE Joint Military Exercise 'DESERT CYCLONE' commenced in 

Rajasthan on January 2, deepening the strategic partnership between the two 

countries. The exercise will “enhance cooperation and interoperability between 

the two sides, especially in sub-conventional operations, such as fighting in 

built-up areas (FIBUA) in desert/semi-desert terrain in accordance with 

Chapter VII of the UN Charter on Peace Keeping Operations”. 

Saudi Arabia, Egypt, the United Arab Emirates, Iran, and Ethiopia joined the 

‘BRICS’ on January 1, doubling the group's membership to ten. Chinese Foreign 

Ministry reiterated that BRICS expansion is consistent with the “common 

aspirations of emerging markets and developing countries, and follows the 

global trend toward multipolarity”. 

After weeks of nationwide protests, Israel's Supreme Court struck down the 

landmark Judicial Reform Law on January 1. 

Other Developments  

India increases oil imports from Saudi Arabia as Russian purchases fall to 11-

month low in December 

Iran rejects US and UK calls to end support for Houthi Red Sea attacks 

Israel didn’t alert US before killing Hamas deputy chief, sent update during 

strike — report 

Exports to Iran fall amid decline in rupee reserves of Middle East 

  

https://www.timesofisrael.com/haniyeh-says-hamas-wont-be-defeated-after-his-no-2-killed-hezbollah-vows-revenge/
https://edition.cnn.com/2023/12/31/politics/us-helicopters-sink-kill-houthis-red-sea/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2023/12/31/politics/us-helicopters-sink-kill-houthis-red-sea/index.html
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1992404
https://www.businesstoday.in/latest/world/story/brics-bloc-expands-to-include-egypt-ethiopia-iran-saudi-arabia-uae-411572-2024-01-02
https://english.news.cn/20240102/9f8f043b8b194529a6efca2eef4b5a58/c.html
https://www.thenationalnews.com/mena/2024/01/02/israel-supreme-court-decision/
https://www.livemint.com/economy/india-increases-oil-imports-from-saudi-as-russian-purchases-fall-to-11-month-low-in-december-11704196427039.html
https://www.livemint.com/economy/india-increases-oil-imports-from-saudi-as-russian-purchases-fall-to-11-month-low-in-december-11704196427039.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/jan/01/iran-rejects-us-and-uk-calls-to-end-support-for-houthi-red-sea-attacks
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/israel-didnt-alert-us-before-killing-hamas-deputy-chief-sent-update-during-strike-report/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/israel-didnt-alert-us-before-killing-hamas-deputy-chief-sent-update-during-strike-report/
https://www.business-standard.com/economy/news/exports-to-iran-fall-amid-decline-in-rupee-reserves-of-middle-east-123123100501_1.html
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China  

by 

Angana Guha Roy 
 

Chinese President Xi Jinping delivered his 2024 New Year message virtually on 

December 31, 2023. President Xi said the Chinese economy has sustained the 

momentum of recovery, acknowledging the difficulties the economy has gone 

through. He added “Having weathered the storm, the Chinese economy is more 

resilient and dynamic than before”. Reiterating his claim made on Mao 

Zedong’s birth anniversary, President Xi stated that China's ‘reunification’ with 

Taiwan is inevitable, setting a tone for China’s assertive foreign policy roadmap 

in 2024. 

China has appointed former navy chief Dong Jun as the new Defence Minister 

following the sacking of his predecessor for unknown reasons. The official 

removal of Li Shangfu, the former Defence Minister, was announced in 

October. While Dong will be the public face of the People’s Liberation Army 

(PLA), the critical areas of engagement will be under the purview of the Central 

Military Commission, led by President Xi Jinping, according to recent reports. 

An important element of his role will be to engage with the US military to lower 

the risk of conflict over Taiwan and the South China Sea. 

Sri Lanka has informed India that it will not allow any Chinese research vessel 

to dock at its ports or operate within its exclusive economic zone (EEZ) for one 

year. The move comes after Prime Minister Narendra Modi urged President 

Ranil Wickremesinghe to respect Indian strategic and security concerns. Sri 

Lanka's decision means that the Chinese research vessel Xiang Yang Hong 3 

will not be granted clearance to conduct deepwater exploration in the south 

Indian Ocean. 

Other Developments 

Nepal to destroy 4 million Chinese covid vaccine 

President of Maldives Likely to Travel to China in January, Before a Trip to India 

Beijing strips 3 aerospace-defence executives of political titles as China cracks 

down on corruption in crucial sector 

 

  

https://www.mfa.gov.cn/eng/zxxx_662805/202312/t20231231_11215608.html
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/china/china-appoints-new-defence-minister-months-after-sacking-of-his-predecessor/articleshow/106381111.cms?from=mdr
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/sri-lanka-says-it-will-not-allow-any-chinese-research-vessel-to-dock-at-its-ports-or-in-eez-101704041777618.html
https://www.wionews.com/videos/nepal-to-destroy-4-million-chinese-covid-vaccine-675940
https://thewire.in/diplomacy/maldives-president-likely-to-travel-to-china-in-january-before-a-trip-to-india
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/politics/article/3246482/beijing-strips-3-aerospace-defence-executives-political-titles-china-cracks-down-corruption-crucial
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/politics/article/3246482/beijing-strips-3-aerospace-defence-executives-political-titles-china-cracks-down-corruption-crucial
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Central Asia 

by 

Jayantika Rao T.V. 
 

On January 1, Kazakhstan assumed the rotating chairmanship of the Collective 

Security Treaty Organisation (CSTO) for 2024, as outgoing Belarus vacated the 

post. Under the country’s chairmanship, Kazakh President Kassym-Jomart 

Tokayev announced that the organisation would focus on security issues, 

stressing the need for cooperation in fighting against international terrorism 

and extremism. Additionally, Kazakhstan proposed to intensify the activities of 

the expert working group on combating terrorism and extremism under the 

Committee of Secretaries of the CSTO Security Councils.  

A decree issued by the President of the Republic of Nagorno-Karabakh Samvel 

Shahramanyan, which dissolves the now unrecognised state, entered into 

force on January 1. The document was signed on September 28, nine days after 

tensions had flared up again in the region. The decree particularly urged the 

Karabakh population to consider the terms of reintegration in Azerbaijan 

offered by Baku or stay put if they choose to do so. 

Armenia and Azerbaijan, embroiled in a longstanding conflict over Nagorno-

Karabakh, continue to face substantial negotiation challenges. Kremlin 

Spokesperson Dimitry Peskov said Baku and Yerevan are ready to finalise a 

peace treaty. He stated, “They are opposing sides. They state their full readiness 

to reach a common document, to finalise the peace talks, to reach a common 

document, a peace treaty. There is no risk here”. Additionally, Azerbaijani 

officials also claimed they are close to a peace agreement with the country, 

waiting for Armenia’s response to its comments on the latest draft proposals.  

Other Developments 

Russia takes over CIS chairmanship 

Turkmenistan And China To Expand Cooperation In Education 

U.S. has golden opportunity to engage Central Asia's Turkic states: analysts 

Azerbaijan’s Incumbent President Ilham Aliyev Registered As Presidential 

Candidate 

Foreign Ministers Of Uzbekistan And Kyrgyzstan Review Schedule Of Bilateral 

Events For 2024

https://tass.com/world/1728539?utm_source=google.com&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=google.com&utm_referrer=google.com
https://tass.com/world/1728539?utm_source=google.com&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=google.com&utm_referrer=google.com
https://tass.com/world/1728573
https://tass.com/world/1726747
https://tass.com/world/1726747
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/dec/27/azerbaijan-close-to-peace-agreement-with-armenia-officials-say
https://akipress.com/news:752192:Russia_takes_over_CIS_chairmanship/
https://akipress.com/news:752082:Turkmenistan_and_China_to_expand_cooperation_in_education/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/U.S.-has-golden-opportunity-to-engage-Central-Asia-s-Turkic-states-analysts
https://tass.com/world/1728255
https://tass.com/world/1728255
https://akipress.com/news:752033:Foreign_Ministers_of_Uzbekistan_and_Kyrgyzstan_review_schedule_of_bilateral_events_for_2024/
https://akipress.com/news:752033:Foreign_Ministers_of_Uzbekistan_and_Kyrgyzstan_review_schedule_of_bilateral_events_for_2024/
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